
Consult The ACS Style Guide: Effective Communica-
tion of Scientific Information, 3rd edition (on reserve at 
the Science and Engineering Library – Call No. QD 
8.5 .A25 2006) for additional information about ACS 
style citation. 
For helpful hints and more examples of ACS style cita-
tion, see http://pubs.acs.org/books/references.shtml.

Documenting Sources in Your Paper
When writing your research paper, you will draw 
information from other sources. These sources must 
be documented in the text of your paper and orga-
nized into a reference list at the end of the paper.

Citing References in Text – p. 287
Within the body of the paper, cite documents by 
putting the author’s last name and the date of publi-
cation, separated by a comma, in parentheses. Place 
the citations in a logical place in the sentence (see the 
examples below).

Single Author
(Harris, 2003)

Two Authors
(O’Brien and Alenno, 2005)

Three or More Authors
(Bachrach et al., 2004)

Author’s Name in Sentence
According to Harris (2003), drug release is con-
trolled…..

Reference List – p. 325
At the end of the paper, combine materials cited in the 
body into a “Reference List.” Do not include materials 
that have not been cited in the text of the paper.  Or-
ganize the references alphabetically by the first author’s 
last name.  Use a hanging indent and single space for 
each entry in the reference list.

Example:
Caruso, R. A.; Susha, A.; Caruso, F. Multilayered 

Titania, Silica, and Laponite Nanoparticle 
Coatings on Polystyrene Collodial Templates 
and Resulting Inorganic Hollow Spheres. Chem. 
Mater. 2001, 13, 400-409.

Klinger, J. Influence of Pretreatment on Sodium 
Powder. Chem. Mater. 2005, 17, 2755-2768.

Information Needed for References
Include all the information necessary for someone 
else to find the same resource.

Book – p. 300
If applicable, include chapter name, edition number, 
and series information.

Format:
Author 1; Author 2; Author 3; etc. Book Title, Edition  

Number; Series Information (if any); Publisher: 
Place of Publication, Year; Volume Number, 
Pagination.

Example:
Kilne, R. B. Principles and Practice of Structural 

Equation Modeling, 2nd ed.; Guilford Press: 
New York, 2004.

Books with Editors – p. 300
If applicable, include chapter name, edition number, 
and series information.

Format:
Author 1; Author 2; Author 3; etc. Chapter Title. In 

Book Title, Edition Number; Editor 1, Editor 2, 
etc., Eds.; Series Information (if any); Publisher: 
Place of Publication, Year; Volume Number, 
Pagination.

Example:
Almlof, J.; Gropen, O. Relativistic Effects in 

Chemistry. In Reviews in Computational 
Chemistry; Lipkowitz, K. B., Boyd, D. B., Eds.; 
VCH: New York, 1996; Vol. 8, pp 206-210.

Journal Article – p. 291
When citing scientific journals using ACS style the 
journal titles need to be abbreviated.  For journal ab-
breviations please see The ACS Style Guide or  
http://www.library.ubc.ca/scieng/coden.html.

Format:
Author 1; Author 2; Author 3; etc. Title of Article. 

Journal 	Abbreviation Year, Volume, Inclusive 
Pagination.

Example:
Klinger, J. Influence of Pretreatment on Sodium 

Powder. Chem. Mater. 2005, 17, 2755-2768.

Online Journal Article also in Print – p. 318
Use this format if the link from the library catalog or 
database takes you to a journal’s web page.

Format:
Author 1; Author 2; Author 3; etc. Title of Article. 

Journal 	Abbreviation [Online] Year, Volume, 
Inclusive Pagination. URL (accessed Month 
Day, Year).

Example:
Klinger, J. Influence of Pretreatment on Sodium 

Powder. Chem. Mater. [Online] 2005, 17, 
2755-2768. http://pubs.acs.org/cgi-bin/article.
cgi/cmatex/2005/17/i10/pdf/cm 049387l.pdf 
(accessed Apr 17, 2007).

Journal Article from a Database – p. 318
Use this format when the full-text of an article is 
found in a library database.

Format:
Author 1; Author 2; Author 3; etc. Title of Article. 

Journal 	Abbreviation [Online] Year, Volume, 
Inclusive Pagination. Database Name. Database 
URL (accessed Month Day, Year).

Example:
Dutertre, S.; Lewis, R. J. Toxin Insights into Nicotinic 	

Acetylcholine Receptors. Biochem. Pharmacol. 	
[Online] 2006, 72, 661-670. ScienceDirect. 
http://www.sciencedirect.com (accessed Apr 17, 
2007).
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“Using another person’s ideas, information, or 
expressions without acknowledging that person’s 

work constitutes intellectual theft.”
(excerpt from MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 

6th edition, p.66) 

See the Acknowledging Sources tutorial at  
http://library.uta.edu/tutorials/Plagiarism/

how to...

Magazine/Newspaper Article – p. 299
Format:

Author 1; Author 2; Author 3; etc. Title of Article. 
Title of Magazine or Newspaper, Month Day, 
Year of  Publication, Pagination.

Example:
Squires, S. Falling Short on Nutrients. The Washington 

Post, Oct 4, 2005, p H1.

Mag./News. Article from a Database – p. 318
Use this format when the full-text of an article is 
found in a library database.

Format:
Author 1; Author 2; Author 3; etc. Title of Article. 

Title  of Magazine or Newspaper [Online], 
Month Day, Year of Publication, Pagination. 
Database Name. Database URL (accessed 
Month Day, Year).

Example:
Squires, S. Falling Short on Nutrients. The Washington 

Post [Online], Oct 4, 2005, p H1. Lexis Nexis  
Academic. http://web.lexis-nexis.com (accessed  
Apr 17, 2007).

Document from a Web Site – p. 321
Format:

Author 1; Author 2; etc. Title of Document, Year. Title 
of Site. URL (accessed Month Day, Year).

Example:
Chou, L.; McClintock, R.; Moretti, F.; Nix, D. H. 

Technology and Education: New Wine in 
New Bottles: Choosing Pasts and Imagining 
Educational Futures, 1993. Columbia Institute 
for Learning Technologies Web Site. http://
www.ilt.columbia.edu/publications/papers/
newwine1.html (accessed Aug 24, 2000).

Patents – p. 310
Format:

Patent Owner 1; Patent Owner 2; etc. Title of Patent. 
Patent Number, Date.

Example:
Sheem, S. K. Low-Cost Fiber Optic Pressure Sensor. 

U.S. Patent 6,738,537, May 18, 2004.

Publications of Federal Government Agencies 
– p. 311

Include as much of the information indicated below as 
possible.

Format:
Author 1; Author 2; etc. Chapter Title. Document 

Title; Government Publication Number; 
Publishing Agency: Place of Publication, Year; 
Pagination.

Example:
Gebhardt, S. E.; Thomas, R. G. Nutritive Value of 

Foods; Home and Garden Bulletin No. 72; U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, U.S. Government 
Printing Office: Washington, D.C., 2000.

Technical Report or Bulletin – p. 314
Include as much of the information indicated below 
as possible.  For the report number, follow the format 
provided by the publisher.

Format:
Author 1; Author 2; etc. Title of Report or Bulletin; 

Technical Report or Bulletin Number; 
Publisher: Place of Publication, Date; 
Pagination.

Example:
Tschantz, B. A.; Moran, B. M. Modeling of the 

Hydrologic Transport of Mercury in the Upper 
East Fork Poplar Creek (UEFPC) Watershed; 
Technical Report for Lockheed Martin Energy 
Systems: Bethesda, MD, September 2004.


