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ABOUT 

JOHN iCONNALLV 
Who He 1s . . . What He Has Done 

One of the most distinguished young Texans of our time, 
John Connally is a native son who has achieved national 
prominence for his accomplishments in private and 
public life. 

-Born on a farm near Floresville in 1917, one of 
seven children of J. B. and Lela Wright Connally, 
well-known South Texas pioneers. 

-Attended public sèhools in Floresville and San 
Antonio. 

-Worked way through University of Texas, earned 
law degree and was president of student body. 

-Volunteered for active duty with Navy before 
Pearl Harbor. 

-Won heroic combat decorations, including Bronze 
Star, Legion of Merit. 

-Maintained successful private practice of law in 
Austin. 

--Successful independent businessman, organizer 
and president of KVET radio station in Austin. 

-Widely-respected attorney-executive for the late 
Sid Richardson and Perry R. Bass, independent 
oil operators. 

-Operates South Texas ranch, along with two 
brothers. 

--Served as administrative assistant in Congress to 
now Vice-President Lyndon B. Johnson. 

-Dedicated leader in Democratic party, was vice 
chairman of Texas delegation to National Demo
cratic Convention in 1956. 

-Served as Secretary of the Navy of the United 
States, appointed by President John F. Kennedy. 
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VOTE CONNALLY 
In August 1939, he was employed as secretary to Con

gressman Lyndon Johnson, resigning in February 1941. Also 
served as Administrative Assistant to Senator Johnson for 
eight months between January and October 1949. 

In December 1960 he was appointed Secretary of the Navy 
by President John F. Kennedy, serving in the position until 
December 1961. 

ln 1961 John Connally was the sixth to receive The Uni 
versity of Texas Ex-Students Association Distinguished Alum
nus Award. The last preceding recipient of this recognition 
was the late Sam Rayburn. Other recipients were : Ramon 
Beteta, distinguished Mexican diplomat and journalist; Robert 
B. Anderson, Secretary of the Treasury; Dr. Walter Prescott 
Webb, distinguished historian and member of University 
faculty since 1918; Dr. Logan Wilson, Chancellor of Uni
versity and now President of American Council of Education. 

In the field of public service he is a Director of Boys, 
Incorporated, of America, a charitable organization fighting 
juvenile delinquency among boys. He is honorary Chairman 
of the Gonzales Warm Springs Foundation and Director of 
Southwestern Exposition and Fat Stock Show. 

F. "Pancho" Medrano shakes hands 
with our next Governor, John Connally 


