
The September 19 meeting 
had two speakers with opposing 
viewpoints on Texas Politics.  
Michael Phillips, chapter author, 
and Kyle Wilkison, co-editor of 
the volumes, spoke about their 
two books, The Texas Right and 
The Texas Left.  Additionally, 
Dr. George N. Green, UTA 
History Professor Emeritus, who 
contributed to the books, was 
present at the program and offered 
a few words.  The presentation 
elicited many questions and 
comments from the Friends.

Andrew W. Hall spoke 
to the Friends on October 
10 about his book, Civil War 
Blockade Running on the Texas 
Coast. The Friends learned 
that Galveston became one of 
the last southern ports where 
foreign goods were made 
available to the Confederate 
forces.  The audience asked good 
historical and military questions 
afterwards.

On November 7, Peter 
Szok presented a light and 
entertaining discussion on his 

book, Restaurantes, rumba y 
mas:  A Gringo’s Guide to Latina 
Fort Worth.   He encouraged 
the Friends to visit some of the 
smaller Mexican restaurant 
venues in Fort Worth and to 
try new dishes.  The reception 
and menu complemented the 
presentation.

For the Christmas program 
on December 5, the musical 
group Chants Encounters 
delighted the Friends with their 
depth and variety of musical 
genres.  The group is comprised 

of UTA musicians: Jing 
Ling-Tam, professor of 
vocal studies, George 
Chave, associate professor of 
composition/theory, Andrew 
Leverenz, director of online 
communications for the 
Department of University 
Communications, and 
founding member, Elizabeth 
Morrow, retired professor of 
cello.
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James L. Haley presented the 
last Friends program of the year 
on April 17.  His book, Captive 
Paradise:  A History of Hawaii, 
was presented to a packed room.  
Haley’s presentation covered only a 
fraction of the material contained 
in his book, but the audience was 
“captivated” by the talk. Many in 
the room had been to, lived in, 
or wanted to see Hawaii at some 
point in their lives.  Members of the 
audience asked many questions, 
both in the formal Q&A and to 
Haley during the book signing event. The menu and decorations 
for the reception had a distinctive Hawaiian flair. 

Unfortunately, two of our scheduled 
authors, Kathleen Kent and Jane Roberts 
Wood, had to postpone due to unforeseen 
events.  However, we hope to reschedule 
them in the future. Plus, the annual Road 
trip with the Honors College to Panhandle 
Plains area of Texas in February had to 
be cancelled due to ice conditions on the 
roads.  

– Julie Alexander
2nd Vice President, Friends Advisory Council

The Friends January 9 
meeting had a different agenda 
than our usual program.  The 
attendees were broken into 
groups and the staff of the 
Central Library presented 
a progressive tour of the 
remodeled facilities on the 
first floor.  The highlight 
was the tour of the UT 
Arlington FabLab, featuring 
new technology for digital 
research including 3D printing.  
Additionally, the groups toured 
the new Service Zone and the 
Academic Food Court area, 
which offers food for the mind.   

Tom Dodge spoke on March 27.  
Although known for his writings on 
Texas history and his commentaries on 
NPR, he entertained the Friends with 
a selection of readings from his poetry. 
Dodge was a graduate of the second 
graduation class of the newly named 
UT Arlington in 1964. 

Friends Programs continued

Tom Dodge

Mark your calendar for Friends Program, 2015 - 2016

2015
Sept. 11 TBD

Oct. 16 Discussion of four related 
 crime novels by a former 
 FBI special agent by Ken Aldridge

Nov. 13 Calling Me Home by Julie Kibler

Dec. 4 TBD

2016
Jan. 15 Deep in the Art of Texas: 
 A Century of Paintings 
 and Drawings by Michael Duty

Feb. 12 TBD

Mar. 11 Texas Ranch Women by Carmen Goldhwaite

Apr. 22 Outcasts by Kathleen Kent

May 13 Oveta Culp Hobby by Debra Weingarten

Watch your mailbox and email for updates and more program information.
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Welcome to the inaugural issue of the Friends of the 
University of Texas at Arlington Libraries’ newsletter. This 
publication offers Friends information on happenings and 
opportunities at UT Arlington and updates on the Libraries and 
the activities of the members of Friends. 

This is an exciting time for UT Arlington and UT Arlington 
Libraries. In May 2015, 5,000 students celebrated earning their 
degrees during commencement ceremonies at College Park 
Center. The UT Arlington Class of 2015 included more than 
3,500 undergraduates, nearly 1,400 master’s students and more 
than 100 doctoral students.

Spring 2015 enrollment at UT Arlington surpassed 
36,000 students residing in Texas for the first time, while the 
institution’s global headcount of students in campus-based and 
in online degree programs reached 48,000. The University’s 
spring enrollment has increased 43 percent over the past five 
years.

While the University grows in size and excellence, the 
Libraries are developing rich services, collections and spaces 
to serve the students and faculty. In October 2014, we opened 
the FabLab on the first floor of Central Library. This exciting 
makerspace offers opportunities for all students, faculty and 
staff to use state-of-the-art creative technologies, including 3D 
printers and scanners, laser and vinyl cutters, and an electronics 
bay. We have also created a service targeted at online students, 
where they can check out telepresence robots to engage in 
campus activities.

While the first floor is bustling with innovative technologies, 
we added a Cold Storage Facility to our ground floor to house 
and protect millions of photographic negatives from our 
Special Collections. In conventional office conditions, new film 
negatives begin to deteriorate after fifty years. When negatives 
are stored in a cold storage vault, their life is extended some 450 
years. 

The FabLab and Cold Storage represent stellar examples of 
our efforts to help our students and faculty excel today and far 
into the future. And we do this with the support of our Friends. 
In December 2014, Friends hosted an event to raise funds to 

From the Dean of the Libraries

allow us to hire students to work across the Libraries in varied 
projects and services. If you have not toured our libraries lately, 
please be our guest soon.

– Rebecca Bichel
   Dean of the Libraries, UT Arlington

While the University grows in size and 
excellence, the Libraries are developing rich 
services, collections and spaces to serve the 
students and faculty.



As I look back at what the Friends accomplished in the past 
year and look forward to our plans for the next year, I’m reminded 
of the two-headed Roman god Janus. He was the god of beginnings 
and endings and transitions—symbolized by gates and doors. A 
linguist told me when I married Charles that my new name “Deur” 
means “door” in Dutch. How ironic that I should be serving the 
Friends as our organization transitions from a supporter of a 
library that stores books and journals on shelves to a library that 
stores the collection in the cloud.

The Friends: “Best Friend”

Although the members enjoy monthly programs and 
receptions during the academic year, the Friends is different 
from a self-interest social group because our bylaws state that our 
organization will “solicit financial support for the Libraries” and 
“encourage donation of collections to enrich and strengthen the 
holdings of the Libraries.” Last November the Friends launched 
a month-long fundraiser to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
Libraries (1964-2014) and raised $12,147! Some of the money was 
allocated for Special Collections, which allowed for the purchase 
of a unique botanical map from the Whipple Expedition. Other 
donations were used to pay the salaries of several students working 
in the Libraries. 

For years the Friends has underwritten two awards. The 
McNair Scholars Award recognizes two undergraduate students 
in the Ronald McNair Scholars program on campus who produce 
outstanding research projects. Each student is given a $500 
scholarship, which is awarded at our November program. Since 
1993, at a reception in May, the Friends present the STAR (Super-
Talented, Appreciated, and Recognized) Award to a staff member 
for outstanding achievement, performance, or service to the 
Libraries. The award includes a letter of commendation signed 
by the Dean of the Libraries and the President of the Friends, a 
plaque, and $350. 

The Friends: On the Road

Since 1989, the Friends have toured sites as diverse as the 
Comanche Peak nuclear plant, the site of the Top O’ Hill Terrace 
casino on the campus of the Arlington Baptist College, and the 
private library of Harlan Crowe in Highland Park. For the past 
eight years, the Friends joined the Honors College for February 
road trips including excursions to the Paluxy River at Dinosaur 
Valley State Park, the Texas Rangers Hall of Fame in Waco and 
LBJ Library in Austin, and the Clinton Presidential Library in 
Little Rock. This year we planned to go to the Palo Duro Canyon, 
Panhandle Plains Museum, and Cadillac Ranch. But it snowed—
in Arlington and in Amarillo. Despite months of planning and 
advance notice to our members, we had to cancel.

The Friends: Reviewed

We sponsored seven speaker programs this year and have 
decided to expand the schedule next year to nine programs from 
September to May. Topics will range from fiction (including crime 
and historical novels) to nonfiction (including biographies and 
the subject of Texas art). Of course, that means we’ll add two more 
receptions! 

Following are a couple of comments from past speakers:

“Thank you! Thank you for the invitation. Thanks for the 
warm welcome, great audience, challenging questions, beautiful 
reception, and a splendid evening. It  is a fortunate author indeed 
who scores an invitation to spend an evening with the Friends of 
the University of Texas at Arlington Libraries.”
– Kyle Wilkison, editor of 
   The Texas Left: The Radical Roots of Lone Star Liberalism

“Let me assure you, I have done library and FOL events from 
Buffalo to Boise to Phoenix. Your Hawaii night was the best 
organized, best executed, and best attended such thing I've ever 
seen. What pleased me most was visiting with so many people 
afterward who had stories to share. I had a fantastic time!”  
– James L. Haley, author of 
   Captive Paradise: A History of Hawaii

The Friends: Renamed

The Advisory Council of the Friends has become an active 
group attending to the “business” of the organization. To align 
ourselves with changes at the University level, we amended our 
bylaws. The name of our organization is now the Friends of the 
University of Texas at Arlington Libraries. 

Other significant changes to the bylaws include:

• Language to allow for electronic distribution of a proposed 
amendment and an electronic ballot, if necessary. 

• Clarification of eligible voters according to membership level. 
“Membership categories that include more than one person 
entitle each individual to vote.”

• Redefinition of officers’ titles and duties. The First Vice 
President no longer serves as President-elect. This allows for 
some flexibility to elect a capable person to hold the office 
of First Vice President without insisting that (s)he be willing 
to move up to President. The Secretary has the added duties 
of Historian, responsible for transferring our records to the 
University Archives. (S)he no longer has any duties involving 
public relations.

• Change to term limits for Members-at-Large. In the past, 
members-at-large could serve “unlimited two-year terms on 
the Council.” Now they “shall not be eligible to serve more than 
three consecutive terms on the Council.”

From the President’s Perch
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The Friends: changing of the Guard

The bylaws were amended before the annual election of the 
2015-2016 Advisory Council. Many long-serving and loyal council 
members had to step down because their terms as an officer or a 
member-at-large had exceeded the new term limits. Although we 
will miss these people on the Advisory Council, we certainly look 
forward to seeing them at the Friends’ monthly programs. 

Last year, four new members-at-large joined the Council. This 
year, nine people who have never served before were elected to the 
new Advisory Council. This transition is exciting because people 
who have been Friends for years and attended the programs are 
now stepping up to serve. We have a blend of retired University 
professors and staff members, alumni, and interested members of 
the community on the Advisory Council. These are all people jealous 
of their time who have committed to act on behalf of the Friends. 

Advisory council Members
September 1, 2015 - August 31, 2016

Executive committee

Melissa Deur, President
Julie Alexander, 1st Vice President
Jeanie Browning, 2nd Vice President 
Carol Lehman, Secretary
Mary Castle, Treasurer
Kit Goodwin, Parliamentarian 

At-Large Members 
Shirley Applewhite
Roger Broom
Penny Castillo
George Green
Evelyn Hellier
Lynne Prater
Benedict Termini
Trudy Termini
Nancy Wood
Judy White-Pardee
Lea Worcester 

Ex-Officio Members 
Rebecca Bichel
Dean of the Libraries 
Suzanne Byke
Associate University Librarian
Evelyn Barker
Directory of Marketing and Communications for the Libraries 
Mark LaVelle
Assistant VP for University Development
Jennifer Hawthorne
Senior Associate Director for University Development

Advisory council Members
September 1, 2014 - August 31, 2015

Executive committee

Melissa Deur, President
Daniel Kauth, 1st Vice President
Julie Alexander, 2nd Vice President 
Julie Grondin, Secretary
LaVerne Knezek, Treasurer
Kit Goodwin, Parliamentarian

At-Large Members

Penny Acrey
Shirley Applewhite
Roger Broom
Jeanie Browning
Bill Dunaway
Sher Dunaway
Sebastian Fuentes
Carol Lehman
Lynne Prater
Bill Stone

Ex-Officio Members

Rebecca Bichel
Dean of the Libraries 
Suzanne Byke
Associate University Librarian
Evelyn Barker
Directory of Marketing and Communications for the Libraries 
Mark LaVelle
Assistant VP for University Development
Jennifer Hawthorne
Senior Associate Director for University Development

The Friends: Looking Both Ways

Our on-going challenge is to 
determine how to support the 
Libraries in unique and significant 
ways. As the University strives 
to achieve “tier one” status, our 
group strives to become a “tier one” 
Friends organization. We stand on 
the threshold of the doorway and 
look back, proud of our history. We 
also look forward, stepping out to 
create the legacy we intend to leave.

– Melissa Deur
    President, Friends Advisory Council

Friends of the University of Texas at Arlington Libraries Advisory council 
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Well, that’s enough about 
me and time to get back to the 
LinkLetter. A special thank you 
goes to Melissa Deur for coming 
up with this clever newsletter title 
along with her help proofreading 
and editing the articles. Many 
others (see credit box below) have 
contributed to the LinkLetter by 
submitting articles and photos. 

The LinkLetter is your 
newsletter so please let me know 
if there are subjects you would 
like to read about in the next 
issue. A couple of ideas I have 
for future issues are: a “Member 
News Column” (Friends could share information about travel and 
milestones in their lives) and  “My Favorite Book Column” (a brief 
book review of your favorite book). Your comments, suggestions 
and offers to write for the newsletter are welcome. Please send to:

carollehman@yahoo.com

I look forward hearing from you and seeing you at our first fall 
meeting on Friday, September 11.
– Carol Lehman
 Editor/Designer, The LinkLetter 
 and Member, Friends Advisory Council

From your Friendly  Editor
Welcome to the first issue of the LinkLetter. The idea for 

starting a newsletter for the Friends of the University of Texas 
at Arlington Libraries occurred to me a couple of years ago and 
now it seems like the time is right. At the last Friends Advisory 
Council meeting, I mentioned this idea and received a very positive 
response. Willing volunteers offered to write articles for it. The 
LinkLetter  will be electronically published once a year (late spring) 
and will provide a recap of our last year’s activities along with 
articles of interest to the Friends. 

My involvement with the Friends goes back to its beginnings. 
For this history, see Gerald Saxon’s article on page 9. My love of 
reading, which led me to become an active Friends member, goes 
back to my early childhood. 

My mother was an avid reader who taught me to read before 
I entered first grade. Reading became my favorite pastime. As an 
only child, I spent a great deal of time alone (except for my parents) 
and didn’t interact with other children very much. The characters 
in the books I read became my friends. I shared their joy as well as 
their sorrow. Reading about faraway lands was my armchair travel.

In the early 1950s, there was a TV show called Televenture 
Tales. It aired on Saturday mornings and became my favorite 
show. The local station announced an essay competition open 
to elementary age students to write about what they liked about 
reading. My essay was called “My Friend the Book.” Unfortunately, 
I no longer have a copy of the essay but recall writing about friends 
I had made in books and how books would permit me to travel 
anywhere in the world. Imagine my joy when I was watching 
Televenture Tales and heard my name announced as the winner! 
My prize was a copy of Arabian Nights by Andrew Lang, which I 
read several times and still have in my personal library. If you are 
interested in reading about Televenture Tales, go to:
http://www.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file_id=9355

The LinkLetter is published annually for the 
Friends of the University of Texas at Arlington Libraries.

For more information contact:
Carol Lehman - Editor/Designer, The LinkLetter
carollehman@yahoo.com

Others who contributed to this issue include:
Julie Alexander, Evelyn Barker, Rebecca Bichel, Roger Broom, 
Cory Coons, Melissa Deur, Jennifer Hawthorne, LaVerne Knezek, 
Robert Knezek, Maggie Dwyer, Karl Petruso, and Gerald Saxon.
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The Friends of the University of Texas at Arlington Libraries 
has sponsored an entertaining and informative series of programs 
and excursions for members of the University and the Arlington 
community since 1987. These events have provided a wonderful 
opportunity for alumni and retired University staff and faculty to 
return to campus, and for people who have no affiliation with the 
University to come to the campus—often for the first time as a 
guest of a Friend.

Please renew your membership for the 28th year of programs, 
which starts with the first event on Friday, September 11.

It’s easy to renew online with a credit card or by mail with a 
credit card or check. If you are a UTA faculty or staff member and 
currently pay by payroll deduction or would like to do so, please 
contact Jennifer Hawthorne at hawthorne@uta.edu 
or 817-272-7057.

Your membership benefits include the following:

• Invitations to an outstanding speakers’ series that brings 
authors to campus to discuss their recent works. Each talk is 
followed by a reception where members can gather to enjoy 
refreshments and discuss the program.

• Opportunities to attend outings to locations of special interest. 
Recent trips included visits to the Alamo and missions of San 
Antonio, the Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential Library in Austin, 
the Oklahoma City National Memorial and Museum, Larry 
McMurtry’s warehouses of books for sale in Archer City, and 
the William J. Clinton Presidential Library in Little Rock.

• Library card entitling the cardholder to circulation privileges.

Your membership in the Friends supports a unique community 
partnership that enriches the University of Texas at Arlington 
Libraries’ services and presence through:

• Sponsorship of annual awards given to two students in the 
Ronald McNair Scholars Summer Internship Program for 
their outstanding research papers and oral presentations. 
The Friends has contributed more than $25,000 to fund an 
endowment to support the McNair Scholars Award.

• Presentation of the annual STAR (Super-Talented, Appreciated, 
and Recognized) Award to a library staff member who has 
played a significant role in moving the Libraries forward in 
terms of services and/or outreach.

• Support of an endowment that funds the addition of materials 
to the Libraries’ collection to honor the promotion and 
achievements of members of the faculty.

• Sponsorship of programs featuring authors and community 
leaders.

• Support of the Libraries’ ongoing needs to serve students 
 and faculty.

Beginning September 1, membership renewals will be sent 
based on your membership anniversary date. You will receive a 
reminder one month prior to your expiration date. For example, if 
you renew in July 2015, you’ll receive a renewal reminder in 
June 2016.

Your membership dues do not support the Libraries. Dues 
sustain the Friends’ programs and receptions. Most members join 
the Friends for the programs and social interactions. But if you 
are committed to the Libraries and the students and faculty who 
rely on its resources, please consider making a donation to the 
UT Arlington Library Fund (550622) in addition to paying your 
membership dues.

You are the Libraries’ Best Friend!

Friends of the University of Texas 
at Arlington Libraries Membership Levels

 Annual Fee Spouse/Partner
UTA Student $10 $10
Friend $55 $20
Patron $100 included
Benefactor $250 included
Library Circle $500 included
1895 Society $1,000* included
Life Member (one time fee) $5,000 included
*Members at this level are also recognized in UTA’s 1895 Society.

To renew by mail, please print the form on page 8 and mail with your check or credit card information to: 

The Friends of the University of Texas at Arlington Libraries • Box 19198 • Arlington, TX  76019-0198 

 –  Jennifer Hawthorne
 Senior Associate Director for University Development, 
 UT Arlington Development and Alumni Relations

https://giving.uta.edu/Giving-FOL

Renew online by clicking the link below:
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Name: _________________________________________

Spouse/Partner Name: ____________________________

Company Name: ________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

City: _______________________ST:___ Zip: __________

Phone: ________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________

UT Arlington Affiliation (check all that apply)
 Faculty  Staff  Alumna/Alumnus
 Parent  Student  Friend/Community Member

Please enroll me at the following level:
Level  Amount Spouse/Partner Total

 UTA Student  $10 $10 $____
 Friend  $55 $20 $____
 Patron  $100 included $100
 Benefactor  $250 included $250
 Library Circle  $500 included $500
 1895 Society  $1,000 included $1,000
 Lifetime Membership $5,000 included $5,000
 Additional donation amount  $____

My total gift is $_________ I wish to pay by:

 Check (make payable to Friends of the UTA Library)

 Payroll deduction
    (Current employees only. We will contact you to complete form.) 

 VISA  Mastercard  American Express  Discover

____________________________________   _________
Card #                                                                                       Exp Date

______________________________________________
Name on Card 

______________________________________________
Signature

 My employer will match my gift. 

Benefits of Membership
• All Friends memberships offer circulation privileges 

under current policy. Friends receive invitations to 
programs and special events.

• Friends at the 1895 Society Level will receive 
invitations to all 1895 Society events.

• All contributions are fully tax-deductible to the extent 
permitted by law.

I would like to receive information about:

  Including the Library in my will.

  Creating an endowed fund for the Library.

  Donating material to the Library.

  Serving as a member 
 of the Friends Advisory Council.

You may be entitled to know what information UT Arlington 
(UTA) collects concerning you. You may review and have 
UTA correct this information according to procedures set 
forth in UT System BPM #32. The law is found in sections 
552.021 and 559.004 of the Texas Government Code. 

Mail a copy of this form along with your credit card 
information or check to:

The Friends of the University of Texas 
at Arlington Libraries
Box 19198
Arlington, TX  76019-0198
817-272-7057 (phone)
817-272-7188 (fax)

Membership Renewal Form
The Friends of the University of Texas at Arlington Libraries
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I have been asked to write a brief article about 
the creation of the Friends of the University of 
Texas at Arlington Libraries. Well, looking back 
nearly thirty years is a challenge, even though I 
study history all the time. The difference here is 
that I am not normally a part of the story. This 
time I am, at least in part, because I was there at 
the founding of the Friends and helped to get the 
group started.  

But I’m getting ahead of myself. The impetus 
for the Friends came from Charles Lowry, former 
director of libraries at UTA. When Lowry came 
to Arlington in July 1985 to lead the library, he 
brought with him the idea of developing a support 
organization for the library. When I joined the 
library staff in October 1986 as assistant director for special 
collections, one of the first responsibilities Lowry gave me was to 
coordinate the efforts on campus and with the community to start 
a friends group. In short, I was supposed to kick-start the group, 
and Lowry wanted it done in a year. 

On November 16, 1986, UTA President Wendell Nedderman 
and his wife Betty hosted a reception on the sixth floor of the 
Central Library. The reception had a few purposes: first, to 
welcome Lowry and me to campus; second, to formally open a 
major exhibit that had been mounted in Special Collections titled 
“Mejico y Tejas: A Cartographic History, 1513-1850”; and third, 
to have Decherd Turner, then director of the Humanities Research 
Center at UT Austin, talk about library friends’ organizations in 
general. More than two hundred people attended the reception, 
prompting Lowry to announce that there would be a campaign the 
next year to form a friends group for UTA. The gauntlet had been 
thrown—publically!  

In the spring of 1987, Lowry and I met with Elizabeth 
Leatherwood and others in the university’s Development Office to 
explore the creation of a support organization. Leatherwood was 
excited about the prospect and promised to identify individuals 
in the community who would share this interest and be willing 
to help. President Nedderman and Bill Baker, vice president for 
academic affairs, lent their support to the idea as well. True to 
her word, Leatherwood organized an interim advisory board for 
the organization. The first advisory board consisted of longtime 
supporters of the library, UTA alums, and community leaders. 
The group included James Cribbs, Elizabeth Fagerstrom, Margaret 
Galloway, Jenkins and Virginia Garrett, Bob McFarland, Connie 
Meyer, Cheryl Moore, Mary Perry, Cherry Rainone, Dessa 
Spidle, Richard Stevens, Gloria Van Zandt, John Walker, and Jane 
Yarbrough. Charles Harrell, associate director of libraries, Lowry, 
and I were the library liaisons to the board. 

In short order, the board, called the Friends of the UTA 
Libraries Advisory Council, elected Van Zandt, a leading local 

The Friends of the UTA Libraries: A creation Story 
realtor, as president, and Spidle as vice president. 
Under Van Zandt’s leadership, the Council 
adopted a set of bylaws, approved a membership 
program, prepared and distributed brochures 
about the Friends organization (an interesting 
note: current Friends’ Advisory Council 
member, Carol Lehman, designed the first 
brochure and many that followed!), and planned 
the first public program. 

Knowing how important the first program 
would be in attracting an audience and hopefully 
the membership core for the organization, a 
great deal of effort went into its planning. After 
much discussion, the board decided to invite 
Liz Carpenter to be the Friends’ first speaker. 

Carpenter was the ideal choice. She was a popular journalist and 
a great speaker; she had a high profile, having been Lady Bird 
Johnson’s press secretary in the LBJ White House; she had a new 
book to promote (Getting Better All the Time); and, as a member 
of the Robertson family of Salado, she had UTA ties, since the 
Robertson papers were housed in the library’s Special Collections 
and her first cousin, Malcolm D. McLean, was a staff member 
compiling and editing the papers for publication. (Another 
interesting note: McLean’s Papers Concerning Robertson’s Colony in 
Texas series includes nineteen volumes and is the most voluminous 
publication about a single topic in Texas history!)

On October 30, 1987, the Friends sponsored Carpenter’s 
talk, selling tickets to the event. More than two hundred people 
attended the program and the reception and autograph party that 
followed. Ninety copies of her book were sold that night and the 
Friends group received good press coverage. The Friends followed 
up with a number of other programs that first year, including a 
talk by internationally known book dealer John H. Jenkins on 
December 11, 1987; a presentation about maps and the myths 
some of them advance by Dennis Reinhartz of the university’s 
history faculty on April 15, 1988; and a book talk and autograph 
party by author and radio personality Alex Burton on June 3, 1988. 

Based largely on the positive response of the community to the 
programs and the hard work of the Advisory Council in soliciting 
members, Friends membership grew that first year to 242, far 
exceeding our expectations. Now, looking back, it is hard to 
imagine that nearly thirty years have gone by since Charles Lowry 
initiated the idea on the UTA campus. Many of the initial leaders 
and members are no longer with us, but I am sure they would 
take pride in having created an organization that has impacted the 
library and its services in so many different ways.   

– Gerald D. Saxon
 Associate Professor of History, UT Arlington            
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History of the Friends McNair Scholars Award
In 2004-2005, the Friends of the UT Arlington Libraries 

Advisory Council voted to create an award to recognize 
outstanding student research achievement at the University. Called 
the McNair Scholars Award, the award recognizes UT Arlington 
undergraduate students for participating in the McNair Scholars 
Program and producing a research project that is exemplary. Each 
summer, three members of the Friends read the McNair Scholars 
research papers and attend the oral presentations of their research. 
Scores from the written and oral are compiled to determine the top 
two winners who receive the annual award. 

History of the McNair Scholars Program
The U.S. Congress created the 
McNair Scholars Program to pay 
tribute to Dr. Ronald E. McNair, a 
scientist who perished aboard the 
space shuttle Challenger in 1986. 
The goal of the McNair program 
is to assist promising students 
from first-generation or under-
represented backgrounds to enter the 
professoriate. It was founded on the 
premise that neither socio-economic 
nor minority status should prevent 
talented students from pursuing a 
career in teaching and research at the 
college or university level.
 The UT Arlington program 
began in 1990. Funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education, it is one of 
approximately 150 McNair programs 
at public and private colleges and universities throughout the 
United States. The program at UT Arlington works with a 
minimum of 34 eligible undergraduates each year. It recruits new 

McNair Scholars Award
2014 Winners Announced at November Friends Meeting

Emmanuel Fordjour and Kristen Semento were named the 
2014 McNair Scholars Award recipients. They were introduced 
and presented with a monetary award and plaque at the 
November 7th Friends meeting. Friends members enjoyed seeing 
an abbreviated presentation of  their summer research project.

Emmanuel is a Biology major who was mentored by Dr. Julian 
Hurdle. The title of his presentation was: Mutation Frequencies for 
Resistance to Rifaximin and Fusidic Acid in Clostridium difficile.

Kristen is an Art History major who was mentored by Dr. 
Benjamin Lima. The title of her presentation was: Ceci N’est Pas 
Un Chien: A Discussion of the Contextual, Psychoanalytic, and 
Historical Provenance of Imagery in Luis Buñuel’s “Un Chien 
Andalou.”

During the reception following the program, Friends had an 
opportunity to visit with these remarkable students and learn 
more about their future academic plans. 

The 2014 judges were Melissa Deur, LaVerne Knezek, and 
Carol Lehman.

From left to right: Joan Reinhardt, director of the McNair Scholars 
Program, Kristen Semento, Emmanuel Fordjour, and Melissa Deur.

participants from all majors each fall for spring admission. The 
McNair program provides guidance, mentoring, and academic 
support for research and other scholarly activities, thereby 
preparing Scholars for a successful transition to graduate study 
culminating in the Ph.D. and a career in the professoriate. The 
director of the McNair Scholars Program at UT Arlington is Dr. 
Joan Reinhardt. 

Before you can make 
a dream come true, 
you must first have one. 
– Dr. Ronald E. McNair 
   (1950-1986)
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Friends of the Library,
I would like to offer my appreciation for the STAR award and 
the monetary award that accompanies it. I was so surprised 
when the award was announced that I do not think that I 
adequately expressed my gratitude. There are so many others 
who are deserving of this award, and I am truly honored to have 
been selected. I am blessed to be working in the library and to be 
surrounded by such supportive, caring colleagues.

With sincere thanks,
Margaret Samson

Positive. Motivating. Proactive. These are a few of the 
characteristics that helped Margaret Samson of User Engagement 
Services earn the UTA Libraries’ 2015 STAR Award presented 
May 8. The STAR Award (Super-Talented, Appreciated, and 
Recognized) is sponsored by the Friends of the University of Texas 
at Arlington Libraries and honors an employee’s outstanding 
achievement, performance, or service to the library.

The User Engagement Services Department began in 2013 and 
combined the functions of a reference desk and a circulation desk. 
As a Customer Experience Supervisor within the department, 
Samson helps manage daily operations such as checking out books 
and equipment, scheduling workers to cover the library’s service 
areas, and providing help and support to patrons. 

“During the first few months of making UES operational, 
Margaret’s perseverance, commitment to service, and positive 
attitude helped UES establish its foundational roots and grow into 
the department it is today,” said Mary Jo Lyons, UES department 
head. 

In her nomination letter, Lyons praised Samson’s ability 
to prepare for issues that could arise. “She anticipates my and 
the department’s needs and is proactive and mindful in the 
management of her responsibilities. She always follows through 
on even the smallest question or orphaned task. Margaret truly 
shines.”

Members of the library’s Employee Recognition Committee 
evaluate and recommend STAR Award nominees based on one or 
more of the following criteria:

• Achievement on the job
• Excellence in job performance
• Service to the Library
• Bright ideas resulting in efficiency in operations or

• An activity, special project, or outreach pursuit, which has been 
especially effective and/or noteworthy

Margaret Samson (left) is congratulated by Ligia Munoz at the reception.

2015 STAR Recipient: Margaret Samson

From a New Friends Member, cory coons
In spite of having lived in Arlington for 27 years, my association with UTA was limited to attending 

the Maverick Speaker Series.  While registering for Speaker Series tickets, I noticed that the Friends 
of the University of Texas at Arlington Libraries was sponsoring a lecture on the Art of the Map by 
Dennis Reinhartz.  Loving old maps, I attended the meeting and discovered the University’s terrific map 
collection and a vibrant group of “Friends.” I immediately became a member and have since enjoyed 
the wide variety of presentations and getting acquainted with other members.  Going to the Fab Lab, 
watching a John Wayne film, learning about the blockade of Galveston, and the history of Hawaii 
are topics I probably wouldn’t have encountered on my own.  The speakers have been captivating.  
In addition, I have met members of the faculty, staff and students, which has given me a personal 
connection with the school and an appreciation for the talent and energy in my own backyard.  UTA is 
no longer just a bunch of buildings on either side of Cooper Street.  Through the Friends, I now have an 
affiliation with the school and can see how Arlington benefits by being home to such a fine university.

STAR winners receive a plaque and a cash award from the 
Friends, and their names are added to the list of past STAR 
winners on a plaque in the library’s administration offices. 
– Evelyn Barker
 Directory of Marketing and Communications for the Libraries
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In 2005 the UT Arlington Honors College introduced a new 
event to its program of co-curricular activities: a Road Trip, to 
take place annually in February, which tends to be the drabbest 
month of the academic year. We decided to make these excursions 
weekend events within a reasonable radius of Arlington (about 
a maximum five-hour drive). The closer trips would be one-day 
Saturday events; others would be Saturday with an overnight. After 
I mentioned the program in casual conversation to Dr. Gerald 
Saxon, then Dean of Libraries, we decided to make our program 
a joint venture with members of the Friends of the Library. It 
was popular with both groups, and has now become an annual 
Honors-Friends event to which many look forward.

From the start, we sought to make these events both 
educational and social. Among the destinations: Archer City, 
Texas (home of Larry McMurtry’s European-style book town); 
Oklahoma City (to visit the National Memorial and Museum on 
the site of the Murrah Federal Building destroyed in a terrorist 
bombing in 1995); the LBJ Ranch on the Pedernales River and 
the LBJ Presidential Library in Austin; and Little Rock, Arkansas, 
where we visited the Clinton Presidential Library and Little Rock 
Central High School (site of one of the major flashpoints in the 
desegregation of schools in the late 1950s). 

We have often invited UT Arlington professors to join us 
and to play the role of informal lecturers and guides. Dr. Richard 
Francaviglia (now Professor Emeritus of History and Geography) 
took us to Thurber (west of Fort Worth), which was a boom 
town in the days of coal and then a ghost town when oil eclipsed 
anthracite as the fuel of choice in the early 20th century. Dr. Robert 
McMahon (former Dean of the Honors College, now Professor 
Emeritus of Biology) squired us around Dinosaur Valley State Park 
and Granbury. Dr. Sam Haynes (Professor of History and Director 
of the Center for Greater Southwestern History) showed us 

around the Spanish missions south of San Antonio, and provided 
us with the background of the Mexican-American War. We were 
particularly pleased to have scheduled that trip for February 2013, 
during the brief period when the famous 1836 Travis Letter was 
on display in the Alamo—next door to the venerable and elegant 
Menger Hotel, where we stayed Saturday night.

We have contracted with Dan Dipert Coaches and Tours for 
nearly all our Road Trips; the Friends will know Dan and Linda 
Dipert as longtime supporters of UT Arlington, and we are 

On the Road Again 

Friends and Honors college Students Enjoy Annual Trip

2007: Dinosaur Valley State Park in Glenrose, Texas. 2008: Family cemetery on the LBJ ranch.

2009: National Memorial and Museum on the site of the Murrah 
Federal Building in Oklahoma City.
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On the Road Again 

Friends and Honors college Students Enjoy Annual Trip
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Karl Petruso at the Minoan palace of Malia in Crete.

2011: The Royal Theater in Archer City, Texas.

2014: Little Rock Central High School.

particularly proud that Linda Dipert is herself an alumna of the 
Honors College (Class of 2001).

Only twice since 2005 have we had to cancel our planned Road 
Trips: 2010, when our excursion to the Sam Houston Memorial 
Museum and the Texas Prison Museum was undersubscribed 
(I was forced to conclude that the latter might have been a bit 
too dark a destination for our particular clientele); and 2015, 
which was planned for Palo Duro State Park near Amarillo—a 
spectacular miniature Grand Canyon—because of unusual cold, 
snow and ice. These few exceptions notwithstanding, I am pleased 
to report that getting our undergraduates and the Friends to spend 
a day or two together has been a delight. This program has proven 
of special interest to our international students, who tend not to 
travel outside Arlington much during their stay here. They are 
always impressed to see the tremendous variety of places in Texas 
and adjacent states.

Each September I enjoy collaborating with the staff of the 
Dean of the Libraries and the President of the Friends in choosing 
and planning our excursion for the following February. Word 
has gotten around: increasingly we receive inquiries from both 
Friends and Honors students months in advance of our January 
announcements. We look forward to our 2016 adventure. Spoiler 
alert: in all likelihood we will not plan to reprise our trip to the 
Texas Prison Museum.

– Karl M. Petruso
 Dean of the Honors College
 and Professor of Anthropology, UT Arlington

To learn more about the Honors college go to: 

https://www.uta.edu/honors/
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Listed below are some organizations that may be of interest to members of the Friends. 
If you are a member of an organization you would like to recommend to the Friends, please send the information to:

carollehman@yahoo.com

The Texas Map Society
The Texas Map Society (TMS) was organized in November 

1996 to foster the study, understanding, preservation, restoration, 
and collection of historical maps as well as the general history of 
cartography. Membership only requires an interest in maps of 
any nature or focus. Members participate in special events and 
programs. TMS is one of only a few such societies in the United 
States and the only one in Texas.  Membership benefits include:

• Semi-annual meetings featuring: 
 Presentations by map collectors, scholars, and enthusiasts.
 Tours of interesting map resources around Texas.
 Workshops on preservation and conservation concerns.
 Sharing of interest and expertise by members and 

representatives from other Societies.

•  The Neatline, a newsletter published by the Texas Map Society  
for the enlightenment and enjoyment of TMS members and the 
general public.

For more information about TMS, please visit: 

http://www.texasmapsociety.org

The Fort Worth civil War Round Table
Members of the Fort Worth Civil War Round Table (CWRT) 

often indulge their passion for history and Texana through 
programs and membership in the Friends of the University 
of Texas at Arlington Libraries. The Friends frequently offers 
programs of mutual interest and showcases the University’s 
nationally renowned Special Collections, a repository of original 
historical documents and cartographic history of Texas and the 
greater Southwest.

Membership in the Fort Worth CWRT is likewise of interest to 
the Friends. The Fort Worth chapter has a membership consisting 
of authors, scholars, and those with a general interest in the history 
of the Civil War. CWRT meets on the second Tuesday of the 
month, September through May.

CWRT fellowship before meetings is always enjoyable and 
gives members an opportunity to ask questions, share insights and 
experiences. Programs are entertaining and informative, featuring 
experts often seen on the History Channel, C-Span3 and PBS 
Civil War programs. For example, past programs have featured:  
“Bud” Robertson, Gordon Rhea, Ed Bearss, Wiley Sword, Steven 
Woodworth, Jack Waugh, Terry Winschel, Allen Guelzo, Kent 
Masterson Brown, Brooks Simpson, Peter Cozzens and others. 
Programs focus on a specific aspect of the Civil War—such as a 
leader, battle, or politician—and last from 45 minutes to an hour, 
with ample time for Q & A. The CWRT stresses that “there are 
no sides on a round table” and do not espouse any particular 
viewpoint.

– Roger Broom
   Member, Friends Advisory Council

To find out more about meeting locations, times, programs and 
membership opportunities, please visit: 
www.fortworthcwrt.com/ 

or contact: 
Jim Rosenthal, President, CWRT
jimrosenthal5757@aol.com, or (C) 817-307-9263.

The Society for the History 
of Discoveries

The Society for the History of Discoveries (SHD) was formed to 
stimulate interest in teaching, research, and publishing the history 
of geographical exploration. Founded in 1960, the Society includes 
members from several academic disciplines as well as archivists, 
non-affiliated scholars, and laypersons with an interest in history. 

The scope of the Society’s activities encompasses the discovery, 
exploration, and mapping of the earth’s land and sea surface from 
earliest times to the present. Fields of specialization include the 
history of European expansion, cartography, navigation, colonial 
settlement, biography, and bibliography.

The SHD annual meeting is generally held in the fall and is two 
to three days in duration. At this meeting, members are given an 
opportunity to present, hear and discuss papers on subjects in their 
fields of specialization. Field trips to local areas of interest are often 
scheduled before or after the meeting. 

For more information about SHD,  please visit: 

www.sochistdisc.org/

Organizations of Interest to Friends
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In September 2014 we had the opportunity to participate in 
a nine-day visit to Cuba as part of a People-to-People program 
through the travel agency YMT Vacations.  This program invites 
U.S. citizens to visit Cuba for cultural and educational purposes. 
At that time it was the only way U.S. tourists were permitted to 
visit Cuba.  Some relaxation of restrictions regarding visits of U.S. 
citizens to Cuba has recently taken place.

The Cuban revolution in 1959 deposed the government of 
Fulgencio Batista.  Later that year Fidel Castro, who became the 
Cuban premier, instituted a socialist style of government patterned 
after the Socialist governments in the Soviet Union and China. He 
then nationalized the businesses and assets held by wealthy people, 
including U.S. interests. The owners of the nationalized businesses 
and homes were told they could leave but must turn their assets 
over to the Cuban government.  If they did not, they would lose 
their assets and not be allowed to leave Cuba in the future.  Since 
many of the affected people were from the United States, the U.S. 
government instituted an embargo on Cuba that is still in effect 
today.  It can be lifted only by an act of  Congress.  One of the 
features of the embargo limits travel of U.S. residents to Cuba.  
Other features prohibit importation of Cuban rum and cigars to the 
U.S.

We flew to Miami, which is a terminal point for departures to 
Cuba.  In an orientation meeting we were given an overview of the 
procedures to be followed and items forbidden for import to the 
U.S. The next morning we went to the airport to board a charter 
flight (American Airlines plane) to Santa Clara, Cuba. However, we 
could not get airline points for the trip. There are no commercial 
airline services to or from Cuba. In Santa Clara we observed large 
plastic-wrapped bales of goods being unloaded from the aircraft 
for delivery to relatives and friends in Cuba.  This observation was 
another indication that the relations between the U.S. and Cuba 
were improving.

Upon entry to Cuba we were required to change U.S. dollars 
into a special peso for foreign tourists.  The government took a 17 
percent tax at the exchange.  This currency is worthless outside of 
Cuba, and any unspent pesos had to be exchanged back into U.S. 
dollars before we left Cuba.  The U.S. dollar is worth about 26 pesos 
in the currency used by Cuban citizens, which is different from the 
tourist peso.   

For the first few evenings we stayed at a resort on Cayo Santa 
Maria, which is a key connected to the mainland of Cuba by a 
causeway, while we visited other villages on the mainland.  The 
resort is a huge modern facility.  Everything including hotel room, 
food, ice cream, alcoholic drinks, and access to the beach facilities 
was included in the base cost.  The only exceptions were a few 
special programs. Tourism is the only substantial source of outside 
income for Cuba.  The tourists were primarily from Canada and 
parts of Europe such as Spain.

Cuba is an economically deprived country.  The people have 
little wealth and the government has few resources.  The U.S. 
embargo has made this situation worse, and the country has had 
little support from other countries except some from Spain and 
Venezuela.  The economy has suffered more since the Soviet Union 
stopped supporting its interest in Cuba, which happened after the 
collapse of the Soviet Communist government.

Medical services (including the training of physicians) are 
free in Cuba, and there is a strong emphasis on preventive 
medical practices.  Towns are divided into neighborhoods with 
a physician assigned to each neighborhood.  The physician 
has the responsibility for medical care of the people in his/her 
neighborhood.  These medical specialists see that those requiring 
care are provided the care they need and even make home visits 
to inform the people of preventive medical practices.  We also 
visited a local clinic, which seemed to be doing all it could with 
limited resources.  Clinics did not have computers and many of the 
comfort features of U.S. facilities.  One shortage they mentioned 
is that they cannot afford some of the expensive medications they 
need.  The embargo makes this problem even worse.

We visited a meeting place for senior citizens, which was 
essentially a partially covered space between two buildings with 
some additional access to one of the buildings.  The seniors play 
active games and engage in dancing.  

A new economic program started by the Cuban government is 
the formation of cooperatives (co-ops).  In the past, all businesses 
belonged to the Cuban government.  Now, the Government 
encourages its people to form co-ops to start their own businesses.  
Individual citizens do not have the capital to start new businesses.  
Therefore, the Cuban government will help a group of citizens 
form a cooperative.  The co-op can provide a product or service 
and sell it for a profit, which is then distributed among the co-op 
members.  

One co-op we visited was a printing service.  For many 
years an old linotype printing press was on display in a small 
museum.  The director of the museum cared for the press; he 
could fix any mechanical problem after working on it for many 
years.  When the opportunity to form a co-op came along, the 
director organized a group of people to form one and placed the 
printing press in operation.  The co-op started printing small 
documents such as restaurant menus. In one week the members 
earned the same amount of money as they would have received 
from the government in one month.  The government is now also 
supporting co-ops related to agriculture.

In addition to co-ops the government also permits a family to 
operate a restaurant as a family-owned business so long as it does 
not hire workers outside of its family.  These businesses are called 

cuba Today: Friends Visit cuba in Fall 2014

Cuban beach resort facility.



paladares.  We enjoyed a dinner at a paladar, offering us relief from 
the customary black beans and rice.

The government provides food rations to its citizens.  They 
receive ration books similar to the ones our families received 
during World War II.  A member of the family takes the ration 
book to a local distribution center to claim its rations.  If the 
center has the goods in stock, they are given to the family and 
the transaction is recorded on a ledger there. The rations do not 
include red meat, which is very expensive for the citizens. Cattle 
are used primarily for milk.  If a cow dies, the person responsible 
for the cow has to file a report stating the circumstances under 
which it died.

In addition to the food rations, the Socialist government in 
Cuba pays ordinary workers the equivalent of about 20 U.S. dollars 
monthly; attorneys and physicians earn the equivalent of about 40 
U.S. dollars.  Because of the government’s emphasis on tourism, 
workers supporting the tourist industry are allowed to keep 
gratuities.  This opportunity has enticed highly educated people 
such as physicians and lawyers to enter the tourist trade.  They can 
earn more as an untrained worker there than they can earn in their 
own professions.

The Cuban people have maintained their passion for art, which 
was evident everywhere.  It was displayed on buildings, signs, 
and surprising places.  In addition to formal illU.S.trations such 
as pictures, murals, and sculptures, art was found in unexpected 
forms.  Cubans are very creative in incorporating virtually 
anything they have (such as an automobile wheel) into an object 
of art. Two of their villages have festivals that include floats with 
elaborate decorations of art based on a selected theme.  They 
collect materials all year long to make the floats.

Formerly, practice of a religion in Cuba was forbidden.  Since 
the visit of Pope John Paul II in 1998, the prohibition of religion 
has been lifted.  The government no longer penalizes citizens 
for belonging to a religion.  The majority of Cubans have some 
affiliation with the Catholic Church or an African variant of 
Catholicism, known as Santaria, which grew out of the former 

slave trade in Cuba. There are other religious denominations as 
well.  We visited a Catholic church that was staffed by a priest from 
Mexico.  Although the church is beautiful inside, it needs some 
improvement and renovation.  Not only are citizens allowed to go 
to church now, but also the government is helping fund restoration 
of churches.  

Another interesting place we visited was the Cuban home 
and small farm of Ernest Hemingway.  When he decided to leave 
that home, Hemingway gave it–along with furnishings and many 
books and memorabilia–to the government as a museum. We were 
not allowed to go into the large house, but we could observe the 
contents through the many windows surrounding it.  There were 
numerous bookcases lining the walls of the rooms.  Unfortunately, 
the house is not air-conditioned and the contents are deteriorating 
due to the humidity of this island country.  The government does 
not have the resources to pay for air-conditioning equipment or to 
pay for the electricity that would be required to run the equipment.

Our final stop was in Havana, the capital of Cuba. The city once 
housed a large group of very wealthy people.  The affluence of these 
people is visible in the exceptionally large and prestigious homes in 
which they lived and in the elaborate marble slabs and monuments 
in the related cemetery.  The opulence of these homes is indicated 
by the current use of many of them as embassies of foreign 
countries.  At the time that we were there, the U.S. government did 
not have an official Cuban embassy.

Our return flight to Miami was from the Havana airport.  This 
routine flight concluded a very interesting and enlightening trip.  
Even in the face of a U.S. embargo, the Cuban people were always 
friendly, which we consider virtually a miracle.  We need them as 
friends, not as enemies.  

– LaVerne Knezek
 Treasurer, Friends Advisory Council
 and
 Robert  Knezek
 Friends member

Dancing with the seniors.

LaVerne and Robert Knezek (lower left) at farewell dinner.

Editor’s Note:
Thank you, LaVerne and Robert for this fascinating article. If 
you would like to submit an article about yourself or another 
Friends member, please send it to: carollehman@yahoo.com.
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Friends Photo Gallery

Photos courtesy of Maggie Dwyer, Friends member

FOL Newsletter • June, 2015 • page 20

A special thank you to
Evelyn Barker for publicity and invitations 
and Kathleen Houston for the delicious food 
and themed decorations at the receptions 
following our programs.



Joan Leslie Dorris Duke
Joan Leslie Dorris Duke passed away 

on Tuesday, October 28, 2014, at her North 
Arlington home of 40 years after an extended 
struggle with multiple sclerosis. Joan was born 
to Charles and Isabel Dorris on October 4, 
1940, in San Antonio. She graduated from 
Alamo Heights High School in San Antonio 
in 1958, then Texas Tech in Lubbock with a 
Bachelor of Science in elementary education. 
At Tech, she was active in campus activities, including Kappa 
Alpha Theta sorority and Mortar Board. In 1962, she married 
Charles W. Duke Jr., a career pilot in the USAF, the Air National 
Guard, and American Airlines. They were initially stationed in 
Prestwick, Scotland, and Reese AFB in Lubbock, Texas, and later 
lived in Crystal Lake, Illinois, Tulsa, Oklahoma, and Arlington. 
Joan became involved in activities with her children as a Scout 
leader and a volunteer working at their schools. She volunteered 
with social service agencies, library groups (Arlington Public 
Library and UT Arlington Libraries), and fine arts groups. She 
was an organist at one church, a choir member at another, and the 
church newsletter editor for 22 years at First Presbyterian Church 
in Arlington. In 2010, Joan was awarded Arlington Arts League's 
Friend of the Arts for her dedication to various art groups in the 
community. Joan found joy in music, gardening, local Arlington 
arts, her church, her family, and a lifetime of cherished friends. 
Our community organizer was a very special lady that we were all 
blessed to have in our lives. Joan is survived by her husband of 52 
years, Charles Duke Jr.; sons, Charles Duke (Grapevine) and Brad 
Duke and his wife, Paula (Austin); and daughter, Kelly Roberts and 
her husband, Don Roberts (Union, Missouri); grandchildren, Elli 
Aldrich, Nate Aldrich, Luke Aldrich, Gregory Duke, Carlton Duke, 
Ryan Duke, Andrew Duke and Nathan Roberts; brother, Mike 
Dorris and wife, Martha; and sister-in-law, Sue Dorris.
Edited from the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, November 2, 2014.

Betty Ann Vezey Nedderman 
Betty Ann Vezey Nedderman passed away 

peacefully following a heart attack on January 
12, 2015. Betty was born on Christmas Day 
in 1925. She was the youngest child of Myrtle 
and EE Vezey of College Station. A graduate 
of Texas Woman’s University, she married 
Wendell Nedderman, of Lovilla, Iowa, on 
December 20, 1947. She devoted the next 67 
years to her husband and family. Known for 
her gentleness, modesty and grace, her influence in her family 
will extend beyond the three generations she knew. Since 1959, 
Betty was a member of First Christian Church in Arlington, Texas, 
where she lent her soprano voice to the choir for 25 years. She 
remained active in events at The University of Texas at Arlington, 
where she served as First Lady for 20 years and was an Honorary 
Distinguished Alumna. Betty was active in organizations that 

promoted education, fine arts and athletics. She will be greatly 
missed, and her memory treasured by all who knew and loved her. 
Betty was preceded in death by her brother, Stanley Vezey (Athens, 
Georgia) and her sister, Eloise Thompson Dromgoole (Sour 
Lake). She is survived by her sister-in-law, Eleanor Vezey (Athens, 
Georgia) and her brother, Earl Vezey (Norman, Oklahoma). 
Also survived by her husband, Wendell H. Nedderman; her 
four sons: Howard Nedderman and wife, Terri, (Arlington); 
John Nedderman (Southlake); Jeff Nedderman and wife, Faye 
(Colleyville); Eric Nedderman and wife, Kim (Frisco); her eldest 
granddaughter, Kristi Nedderman (Jonesboro, Arkansas); and 12 
additional grandchildren who adored their Mimi; and seven great-
grandchildren, all of whom continued to delight her until her last 
day. 
Edited from the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, January 15, 2015.

William L. Hughes Jr. 
William L. Hughes Jr., 83, passed away on 

Monday, March 9, 2015, in Arlington. Judge 
Hughes was born March 17, 1931, to Professor 
William L. Hughes and Martha Woodson 
Hughes. He was a lifetime resident of Arlington, 
where he attended public schools and then 
Arlington State College, now the present UTA. 
His junior year, he transferred to UT Austin 
and UT Law School where he graduated and 
received his law degree. He was appointed judge of the 48th 
District Court. He never had an opponent, and after 10 years 
serving as judge, he decided to retire and returned to the law firm, 
Cantey and Hanger. He was active in professional organizations 
and received many honors from his fellow attorneys. Bill was a 
life member of First Presbyterian Church in Arlington where he 
served on many committees and was an ordained deacon and 
elder. Survivors include his wife of 59 years, Barbara; son, W.L. 
“Bill” Hughes III and wife, Beth; grandsons, Travis and wife, Sarah, 
Reid and Patrick; great-grandson, William Grayson Hughes; sister, 
Helen Hughes Schrickel; three nieces; a nephew; and his beloved 
Brittany Spaniel walking buddy, Tigger.
Edited from the Fort Worth Star-Telegram March 11, 2015.

James cathcart
James Edward Cathcart, 88, passed away 

Saturday, March 14, 2015, in Arlington. He 
was preceded in death by his parents; and 
12 brothers and sisters. Survivors include 
his wife, Julie Owen Cathcart; son, James 
Cathcart; daughter, Becky Garner and son-
in-law, Doug Garner; and grandsons, Tyler 
Garner (Arlington) and Mike Garner and 
granddaughter-in-law, Sarah Garner 
(Wichita, Kansas).
Edited from the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, March 22, 2015. 

Remembering Friends
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