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In October, less than two weeks before

the start of practice, Donna Capps left
top-ranked Crandall High School to become
the seventh head coach of the Lady Mavericks.
She had compiled a 510-1BB record since taking
her first head coaching position at North Mesquite
High in 1978. After i2 seasons at NMHS, she served
as girls basketball coach and athletic coordinator at
Mabank High for a year before moving into the same

positions at Crandall High, her alma mater. Every team
Capps coached since 1980 reached the playoffs.
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Geographically, Capps' career has come full circle. Her first job
came in 197 4 at Arlington's Carter ]unior High, where she coached
girls basketball, track and volleyball. She then became the assistant
basketball coach and head track coach at Bowie High School in
Arlington. In her two years at Bowie, she worked alongside a

youthful athletic trainer named Pete Carlon. "We were all young and
energetic," recalls Carlon, now UTAs athletic director. "I remember that
she was dedicated, professional and an outstanding teacher of the game.
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In 1988, Capps led North Mesquite to a36-1 record, losing to
Duncanville in the state championship game. Following that season,
she was named Coach of the Year by The Dallas Morning News,
Dqllas Times Herald, Texas Association of Basketball Coaches,
Texas Girls Coaches Association and Baden Sports, Inc. The
Morning News also named Capps its Coach of the Year in 1983.

She served on the board of directors of the Texas Association of
Basketball Coaches from 1992 to 1997 and was chairwoman of
the Texas Girls Coaches Association in 1988.
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Coaching legends Jody Conradt of The University of Texas at
Austin and Marsha Sharp of Texas Tech recommended Capps for
the UTA job. Her reputation, both locally and statewide, is paying
dividends. "She's opened up more doors in three months in the
local high schools than we've opened in the last 10 years," Carlon
says. "She can pick up the phone and talk to someone in Brock or
Tahoka or Corpus Christi-everybody knows Donna." Capps
already has signed five recruits for next season.
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Students, alumni compete

in 2000 Paraly-pics
Laru Dowler
In Septembe; Reese Jameson ('72 BA)

informed UTA Magazine by e-mail

that Larry Dowler was overlooked in

last issue's "Catching up with UTAs

Olympians" segment. Better late than

nevel here's the Dowler dossier.

Hometown: Fort Worth
Age:46
Lives in: Fort Worth
Family: Married with a son and a stepdaughter.
UTA career: Earned a B.S. in biology in 1979 and a teaching certificate
in 1997. He was inducted into the Athletic Hall of Honor in 1998"

Occupation: Embarking on a teaching career after spending time in
the Marines rind the private security business. He's currently substitute
teaching in Birdville and Keller.
Olympic career: Finished ninth in the 1OO-meter breaststroke for the
United States at the L976 Olyrnpics in Montreal.
Most vivid Olympic memory: "It definitely would be walking into the
stadium during the opening ceremonies. Being able to watch the two
people run in and light the flame was very exciting."

HAYES NAMED FULL-TIME COACH. Iim Hayes has been named

full-time coach of the Movin' Mavs wheelchair basketball team.

In part-time duty, Hayes led the team to five national champi-

onships while also serving as director of UTAs Office for

Students with Disabilities. Diane Hengst has replaced Hayes as

director UTA TO HOST 2001 SLC MEET. UTA will host the

200L Southland Conference outdoor Tiack and Field Champi-

onships Muy 12-14 at Maverick Stadium. UTA last hosted the

meet in 1992. The Lady Mavericks will be vying for their fourth
consecutive SLC outdoor title. . . . WALKER SETS KILLS

RECORD. Volleyball captain Trisha Walker set a school record

for kills in a match with 35 against Lamar University last fall at

Texas Hall. Walker, an outside hitter, broke the record of 34 set

by Amber Pack in 1999 also against Lamar. Walker earned All-
Southland Conference first-team honors last season. . . . HOME

HOOPS NOW BROADCAST. Maverick basketball fans can now

hear live play-by-play of home games. UTA broadcast commu-

nication majors are providing audio of men's and women's

home games via the Internet at broadcastamerica.com and on

Channel 98 of AT&T Broadband of Arlington. To access the

games, visit www.uta.edulathletics and click on the link
provided. As in past years! road games will continue to be

broadcast on the Internet and Channel 98.

basketball coach

THE CAPPS FILE

Hometown: Crandall, Texas

Age: 48

Family: Husband, John, a captain

in the Mesquite Fire Department;

daug'hter; Tiffany, 2 i, graduated

from Texas A&M in December; son,

Chad,18, a freshman football playrer

at Har:din Simmons University.

Educati,on: 8.S., M.S.,

Texas A&M-Commerce

High school record: 510-188

Coaching philosophy: "The

players don't work for me;

I work for them. lt's my job

to prepare them for the battl,e,

to give them every weapon

and tool I can so thev can be

successful. "
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Prior to accepting the
UTA job, Capps had several

opportunrtres to ;ump to
the college ranks. She turned

down the head coaching position
at East Texas State (now Texas

A&M-Commerce) and the top
assistant's job at Stephen F. Austin

State. "Family was the whole reason,"
says Capps, whose two children lived

at home at the time. She was runner-up
for the SMU job in l99l and a finalist

when UTA hired Mike Dean tn 1992.

UTA students and alumni
represented the United States,

Sweden, Australia and Mexico
at the Paralympic Games,

Oct. 18-29 in Sydney, Australia.
The Paralympics have been

held every four years, just after
the traditional Summer Games,

since 1960.

In the 2000 Games, Randy
Snow ('85) and Stephen Welch
('92) represented the United
States in the tennis competition.
Snow was eliminated in the third
round, losing to eventual gold-
medal winner David Hall of
Australia. Welch advanced to the
men's final against Hall, where
he won the first set 7 -6 (7 -3) but
lost the next two, 6-4,6-2.Welch
came home with a second silver
medal, repeating his finish from
the 1996 Atlanta Games.

Cezar Olivas ('99) played on
the Mexican basketball team,
which finished in 1Oth place.

Enoch Ablorh ('00) played for
the Swedish team, which finished
seventh, and Brad Ness ('00)
played for the Australians, who
took fifth place.

Willie Hernandez ('94)
joined current students Paul
Schulte, a junior, and freshman
Steven Tew on the bronze
medal-winning U.S. basketball
team. In the bronze medal game,

Schulte hit a three-pointer from
24 feet in the final seconds to
give the United Stat es a 57 -54
victory over Great Britain.

Schulte led team USA with
14 points in the game, which was

played before more than 17,000,

the largest crowd ever to attend a
wheelchair basketball event.

The road to the bronze
medal was sometimes difficult
for the U.S. squad, which
recorded four wins and a loss in
the preliminary round, then
defeated Australia in the
quarterfinals in front of a

partisan Aussie crowd. The
Americans then lost to the
eventual silver medal team,
the Netherlands, in the
semifinals.

Women win SLC

cross countrY title
I

Led by second-place finisher
Rebecca Johansson, the
women's team won the
Southland Conference Cross

Country Championships last
fall in Nacogdoches.

Iohansson, a sophomore
from Sweden, ran the 5,000-
meter course in a personal-best
17 minutes, 52.8 seconds-17
seconds off the first-place time
of McNeese State's Sita Waru.
UTAs Kajsa Haglund finished
fourth overall in 18 minutes,
12.89 seconds.

One of the keys to the team
victory was the strong showing
of the Lady Mavericks' third,
fourth and fifth runners.
Melissa Corlett finished l2th,
Deborah McGowan 18th and
Camilla Dahlin 25th in the 75-
runner field.

"Those three ran their best
races of the year]' said coach

Iohn Sauerhage."We talked the
week before about somebody
stepping up and being a hero.
Basically, every one of them
responded with that type of
effort."

The SLC title was the first
for the women since 1997 .

In the men's competition,
UTA placed three runners in the
top 10 but still finished second
to McNeese State.

"These guys ran heroically,"
Sauerhage said. "We were one
man away from sweeping. I'm
optimistic that we can sweep

the men's and women's titles
next year."
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