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The war years at NTAC 2 
After "the day of infamy," college life wasn't quite the same at NTAC, but the memories of that 
era are still very special and very vivid to alumnus Lloyd Clark. 

Ex cadets earn prestigious places 4 
Medal of Honor winner, UTA alumnus Neel Kearby, and ace World War II fighter pilot, alumnus 
Arthur Elder, are the newest members of the prestigious Corps of Cadets Hall of Honor. 

Handicapped student scores a 'first' 5 
Chris Cooper, UTA's first handicapped physical education major, saw life after his accident a 
matter of picking up where he left off, not starting over. 

Studies put UTA in media limelight 6 
Studies of overcrowded prisons and the Moral Majority movement made by five UTA professors 
drew nationwide attention this fall. 

Cagers, volleyballers rolling along 7 
UTA's men and women's basketball teams continue their rigorous schedules this month while 
the Lady Mav volleyballers wind down another successful season. 

A good time had by all 9 
Sororities and fraternities still hitting the target for campus fun. 

White water weekend 10 
Up the creek with a loaded camera was the destination for UTA photographer Mike Drake who 
accompanied a Continuing Education canoeing class up the San Marcos River. 

Plantation's memorabelia saved 12 
Thanks to a generous gift, UTA' s special collections is enhanced again. 

What's New 15 
Enrollment tallies up, grants mount up and a new center and new class begin. 

Ex-Press 19 
Alumni coffers are swelling and alumni board pledges support to more PUF campaigning. 

ON THE COVER: Photographer Peggie Mazziotta captures the spirit of the recently donated Trussell collection with a 
still life of objects from the Mississippi plantation. 

INSIDE THE COVER: Homecoming saw fire and it saw rain this year, but the drizzle didn ' t dampen spirits one bit. 
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Freewheeler athlete's motto 
''If you want to do it, just try it'' 

Chris Cooper still recalls his first 
thought the moment that his tiny 
sports car finally came to a stop after 
careening out of control and tumbling 
over and over and over on an Indiana 
road in 1977. 

"I knew right away what I had 
done," the UTA student says, refer­
ring to the injuries he received in the 
accident which left him wheelchair­
bound. 

"My first thought was, 'Well, I'll 
just find a desk job,'" he says, "but it 
just wasn't in me." And it's easy to 
understand why not. 

Cooper had been a versatile athlete 
in his hometown of South Bend, Ind. 
- a basketball guard, football defen­
sive back and baseball centerfielder. 
He had just finished his first year at 
Central Florida Junior College on a 
baseball scholarship. 

After a year of rehabilitation, 
Cooper, 26, worked out what would 
be his attitude about his handicap. 

"I'm not starting over," he says he 
told himself. "I'm just picking up 
where I left off." 

He had already taken the courses in 
his major, physical education, that re­
quired the full use of his body and 
was now ready for the theory side of 
his degree plan. 

His sister who was living in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area, and her 
friends, suggested UTA, where, they 
told Cooper, he would find Jim 
Hayes, UTA' s director of Educational 
Support Services Office and coach of 
the Freewheelers wheelchair basket­
ball team. 

"Hayes told me, 'if you want to do 
it, try it,' '' Cooper says. 

So Cooper came to UT A and kept 
his P.E. major, becoming UTA's first 
handicapped student to major in that 
field. 

Cooper is in his third year on the 
Freewheelers, playing guard, but 
wants to branch out. 

By DONNA DAROVICH 

"Just one sport is too monotonous," 
Cooper says. 

So he says he's going to try his hand 
at tennis. A fellow UT A handicapped 
student, Randy Snow, recently won a 
national wheelchair tennis title, and 
Cooper believes it's a sport he'd like 
to try. 

The Indiana native says he's glad 
he came to UTA. "The attitudes 
toward the handicapped are good,'' 
he says, "and the campus is 
accessible. People also know about 
people in wheelchairs and have a 
good attitude toward them.'' 

"Besides," the muscular athlete 
says, "I know a degree from UTA 
will be respected anywhere I go. 
I've always heard that." 

Cooper says he wants 
to stay in the Dallas­
Fort Worth area af­
ter he graduates in 
about a year, but 
won't be discour­
aged if jobs for a 
handicapped 
physical educa­
tion major don't 
come right away. 

"I've got pa­
ience," Cooper 
says. '' after my 
injury, I devel­
oped a lot of pa­
ience." 
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