


sense that any child in this situation should languish in a nursing home simply because of problems
in program design. The Olmstead decision requires that states make reasonable accommodations
to enable individuals to leave institutions. We believe that providing this crucial service, within the
program cost caps, is a very reasonable accommodation.

Therefore, we are writing to obtain your support and assurance that finding a mechanism to include
support-family services in the CLASS waiver will be addressed quickly. We offer our continued
assistance to DHS staff and will assist in any way needed to ensure that children with disabilities in
nursing homes have the opportunity to grow up in families.

Respectfully,
Colleen Horton Susan Murphree
Texas Center for Disability Studies Advocacy, Inc.

The University of Texas at Austin
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promoting progressive public policy for Texans with disabilities.
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