
Letters to t-he Editor 
HANDICAPPED 

Dear Sir . 
In the fall of 1968 the Handi

capped Students Association of 
the University at Arlington was 
formed to provide for the par
ticular needs of the handicap
ped students on our campus. 

Often a handicapped person 
voids contacts with other per-
ons for fear . perhaps. that he 
ay make himself more con

spicuous by such associations . 
o some a handicap is as dis
urbing as a case of freckles. 

to others it is a curse one lives 
with . 

We believe it is the function 
of our organization to present 
reality: To accept the fact 
that as handicapped indivi
duals. we are conspicuous. as 
are any people who must exert 
special effort to progress : but. 
through unity and deliberate 
planning by those most deeply 
affected. the students them
selves. the obstacles incurred 
in obtaining a higher education 
can be minimized and one can 
get on with the bisiness of get
ting an education. 

We do not endorse pes
simism. We realize we are han
dicapped : but. by viewing 
things in their proper light. we 
see that we are not doomed. 
There are things that we can
not do. which require that we 
ask others to do them for us. 
but there is no shame in ask
ing. It is the gift of man to be 
able to do things for one an
other. 

There is little consolation in 

conceding that there are 
--others worse off than we are.·· 
Each person must evaluate for 
himself how much he can do. 
and wants to do. If he has the 
capacity to create goals. then 
he has the potential to see wavs 
to attain those goals. · 

It is the purpose of HSA to 
help achieve those goals by of
fering first-hand experience 
gained bv members of our or
ganization. Every studenfs 
greatest concern should be the 
achieving of best results from 
his studies. It is our hope that 
HSA can help give every stu
dent a chance to show his worth 
by offering personal and phy
sical assistance as well as fin
ancial guidance. 

We are proud that UTA has 
the only campus organization 
in the state of Texas that de
votes itself to expanding the 
educational goals of the handi
capped student. 

Don Rodriquez 
President. HSA 
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