
Page 4 THE SHORTHORN Friday, October 5, 1984 

COIi ENTARY 
'Wheelers decision 
welcome first step 

The Freewheelers, UTA's wheel
chair athletic squad, finally have been 
officially recognized as athletes by 
the Athletic Council in the form of 
letter award~ acclaiming their 
achievements. 

It's about time. 
The Athletic Council must be ap

plauded for this unprecedented step. 
No other school in Texas has recog
nized wheelchair competitors as 
athletes. Those of us who have wit
nessed just one of the 'Wheelers' 
competitive moments can never 
doubt tpat they are athletes. 

Unlike· their glorified gridiron 
counterparts, who wallow in the 
comparative mega-bucks that pro
vide chartered bus or plane trans
portation, deluxe accommodations 
and steak dinners, the 'Wheelers' 
drive lies behind the simple satisfac
tion of competition. 

While the football program has 
drifted through the doldrums in all 
but one season in recent memory, 
the 'Wheelers have consistently re
mained competitive in the higher 
echelons of handicapped athletics. 
Yet if not for a determined Student 
Congress and concerned private in
dividuals, the three wheelchair 
athletes who qualified for the World 
Wheelchair Games in Stoke
Mandeville, England, last July would 
have stayed home for lack of funds. 

But the real crime in this belated 
recognition lies in the fact that it took 
a proposal by Jim Hayes, director of 
Handicapped Student Services, to in
itiate the Athletic Council's action. 

Ignore the hypocrisy behind the 
fact that Handicapped Student Ser
vices was forced to dip into its 
already-shallow funds to finance the 
awards. Concentrate on the fact that · 
in addition to all of the 'Wheelers' 
previous accomplishments, Randy 
Snow went to Los Angeles and rolled 
to a ,silver medal in dramatic fashion 
in the first able-bodied Olympics 
wheelchair event. Mention that the 
Arlington City Council renamed a 
road in Snow's honor: And still, the 
university failed to officially recog
nize their feats. 

Granted, it's unlikely that an agent 
will ever dangle a professional con- · 
tract under the nose of a wheelchair 
athlete, as has been done with several 
of the university's able-bodied athle
tic alumni. But then, this is an 
academic institution where scholas
tics should always be the primary 
consideration. 

The Athletic Council made history 
with its recognition of the 'Wheelers. 
But we urge that the move not stop · 
here. The council must realize that 
this is just the first step up a steep hill. 
And for the 'Wheelers, it's been a 
long, hard "push." 
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