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'Champions' saved David 

HO STO, - 'eighbors raJlied around a suburban 
Houston family for 12 years to help them protect and 
raise Da,id, the immune-deficient child who pent all 
but a few days of hi life in a terile plastic bubble. 

In an 1nteniew with the Houston Chronicle, David's 
parents credited the help of "champion " in providing 
heat and power to the boy' plastic bubble during times 
of bad weather or mechanical failure. 

David, who.se last name has been kept secret at the 
family's request, was born with no naturaJ immunity 
against disease. Even ordinary germs that would be no 
problem for ma.1 people posed a threat for David He 
w required to live m a plastic bubble that was filled 
with terile, filtered air. 

The bubble, built into the dining room of the famil 
home, required a nstant flow of filtered air. David' 
parents · id they lived m fear of a power failure th, t 
,vo uld cau:,e th ir pump to t p. 

If the airfloww topped forcoo long period, David 
uld have to be taken from the bubbl nd fa the 

thr t of infection in th dirty OUC!;id world. 
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