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1. Whereas CTD is conducting a statewide fund-raising project called 
Jog-a-rama, and whereas the funds raised will be used to foster the growth of 
CTD and to support the independent living movement, and whereas the 
Commissioner of TRC has consented to support CTD by running in the jog-a-rama; 
therefore, be it resolved that CTD express its appreciation to TRC and 
Commissioner Max Arrell in a letter stating our thanks for their support of th t 
jog-a-rama and their continued support of the independent movement and rights 
of disabled persons. 

by Bob l<;af ka 
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3. Whereas CTD has a high priority for the appointment of disabled persons to 
policy-making and planning positions in order to have the needs and interests 
of the disabled population adequately represented; and whereas among the 
members of the coordinating council for the job training and partnership act, 
there are no persons with disabilities; and whereas there are currently four 
positions open on that coordinating council; whereas by its legislative mandate 
the Job Training and P a rtnership Act must expend 10% of its funds on persons 
with disabilities. ThGrefore, be it resolved that CTD strongly urge Governor 
White to appoint at least two qualified disabled persons who represent 
authentic disability rights advocacy organizations as members of the 
coordinating council for the Job Training Partnership Act. 
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5. Whereas elected officials possess considerable power to effect improvements 
in the delivery of services to persons with disabilities, the protection of 
civil rights and the removal of barriers to quality of life and equal 
participation in society; and whereas in order for elected officials to act on 
changes desired by the disability rights movement, it must be politically 

possible and advantageous to do so; and whereas in order for the disabled 
population to create such a political advantage, it must be perceived as a 
unified constituency; and whereas such perceptions are fostered by visible and 
effective voter registration, education and mobilization activities; and 
whereas 1.7 million disabled Texans constitute a group of individuals with many 
common interests and have 0 trem~ndcus potential to be a powerful political 
force. Therefore, be it resolved that CTD in convention assembled this 23rd 
day of Octob~r 1983 will make as the top priority for 1983 and 1984 the 
registration, education and mobilization of disabled voters und e r the title 
''D:i~:;E1bl;,;; d but Ablt=; to 'v'c.it;;2'' campi:..i<;:in; <:ind be~ it further· 1r·e~;olvr:d that CTD will 
jn cooperation with its State and Local member organizations and other groups 
concerned with thi~ issue encourage, coordinate and be a resource for a 
week - long series of rallies throughout Texas to promote this campaign; and be 
it further resolved that the Coalition of Texans with Disabilities will 
c:oc;pi:;r·i:1t.e t--iith and su.ppc;r·t:. the ''Di.sr..i.bled but:. Ab l e to Vote '' camp aign of the 
American Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities . 
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6. WhE;1'·;.:;;:<!5 thr·ou.qh 'v'I!:IT;~, ov.-2r·· ::'';(> volunt<?.E'lr!':;, a 1n.,.•jcir1ty o+ whom hcilY<·?. 
disabilities, have been recruited and placed in the CTD central o+fice and with 
CTD member organizations; and whereas the placement a+ such volunteers has been 
a tremendous benefit to the host organization; and whereas the opportunity to 
serve as volunteers has been of+ered ta many talented and productive disabled 
persons who have faced difficulties in -finding gain+ul employment in the 
traditional job market; and whereas the VISTA program is in great jeopardy o+ 
being terminated by the current administration. Therefore, be it resolved that 
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9. Whereas the rate hike request made by Southwestern Bell Telephone, if 
approved, will double or triple basic telephone service rates; and whereas the 
impact of such increases will fall most heavily on low income Texans,whose 
ranks include a disproportionately high number of disabled persons; and wherea · 
many disabled persons would be forced to give up their telephones; and whereas 
to many disabled persons, the phone is a vital link to friends,relatives, many 
necessary services, businesses, medical care, and emergency assistance; and 
whereas Southwestern Bell's argument at the court order divestiture is forcing 
this rate hike request is unsupported by hard data; and whereas the proposed 
increases are concentrated in those areas of service where no competition 
exists and no or minimal increases are proposed in the competitive areas of 

services; and whereas 81% of the increases will be borne by residential 
customers and much of the increase is to provide equipment from modern 
sophisticated and high technological services and not necessarily for the 
continuance of existing basic telephone services; and whereas the currently 
available lifeline rate price at 60% of basic service is limited to .25 calls 
1-~1- 1·riri1-tl- -1-rj ·1r 1~-ri1-i<-1~=(·j t(~ 1·1-ic-1-~~~= tr1 80~ c·if t·i1e 1-1E•W i·Ja-L·<- r·~t= ~l-t- ·t!-1= r~1-11C . .Jr... -·I ... I td I .. . . . ::> • .14 .......... )\'"-. --' -C.->i:- .... -1" . . .. -~· -· C;\-"t:;: "l-' ~- .::>c."\ . 

number of calls; and whereas Southwestern Bell has stated that they will be 
eventually requesting authorization of local measured service charging by the 
call, considering length of time, distance, and time of day and such rate 
structure will particularly penalize those who depend on the phone for more of 
their communication needs; therefore, be it resolved that CTD actively opposes 
the rate hike request of Southwestern Bell before the Public Utilities 
Commission of Texas~nd opposes any future attempts of Southwestern Bell to 
seek authorization of local measured rate structure) Be it further resolved 
that CTD request the commissioners of the Public Utility Commission to make a 
study of the impact of the proposed increase on disabled Texans and to provide 
for a lifeline rate to offer reasonable service at a reasonable price. 

by MIGHT and ARCIL 
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10 . Whereas TDHR has a wide range of services that could be utilized by 
disabled Texans to increase their productivity and independence; and whereas in 
the past the access to and the knowledge regarding these services by disabled 
Texans have been of a limited nature; and whereas the needs of disablAd Texans 
are growing each year; therefore, be it resolved th~t CTD communicate to 
a ppropriate TDHR Departments and staff that a committee be established to 
review their services in r ~ _ard to disabled persons and that this review be 
focused on develnping a lc0gr ~nge plan for increased participation cf disabled 
pE~l'" SCin:.:; .. '· 

by Bob l<a·h: :<. 
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10. Whereas TDHR has a wide range of services that could be utilized by 
disabled Texans to increase their productivity and independence; and whereas in 
the past the access to and the knowledge regarding these services by dis~bled 
Tex ans have been of a limited nature; and whereas the needs of disabl Rd Texans 
are growing each y e ar; therefore, be it resolved th~t CTD communicate to 
appropriate TDHR Departments and staff that ~ committee be established to 
r-·eview their· s1:=r vic <::~s in ~~-d t o disabled persons and th.at this rreview be 
foc used on deve l o ping a lu~grfnge plan for increased participation of disabled 
pt?t,.. s<Jns .. 

by Bob l<a+ ~=: "-
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12. Whereas severely disabled persons sometimes require live-in attendant care 
in ordE·r- to li.ve ind.€<-pe.pdt:mtly; and whE?neas ttH2se per·sons ar-E? low income and 
r1F~E?!d Fe:~de1'··a.l l y s• ... tbs:~li E;d~ hou\";i nq whi. ch is r·equl ated by the Depat-tment of 
Hou.s:i ng and Ur·biF.•.n Dc:;v'ek11~<n>:ent; ~nd whE~t-eC."i.!:> HLJD Fi:egul .:,ti ons have provi. ded for· 
one bedroom accessible housing unifs but have provided for very few, if any, 
two bedroom units which could accommodate a live-in attendant for these 
severely disabled persons. Therefore, be it resolved that CTD ask their member 
organizations to contact their respective congressional representatives 
regarding the need for revision of HUD Regulations to demand support for an 
increase in the number of accessible housing units, both one and two bedroom, 
that would accommodate severely disabled persons. 

MIGHT II of Austin 
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13. Whereas school age disabled students need as much public service education 
services provision as possible; whereas research has demonstrated that the time 
factor involved for the provision of such services, especially in the case of 
severely disabled youth, has been viewed as extremely important in assisting 
such youth with special needs in becoming economically self-sufficient and 
independent; whereas the State Board of Education has recently changed the 
of·fici<ill TE:?i :S;p'"~c:i.al i=~ducaticin aqE?. (~!liqibility 1···ulf..! fr·e1m ''thr·ouqh 21. year·s cif 
«:•.~JG~" to "thr·ciut;,il1 :c~O yf:;a1~s of a<.:Je." Ther· efo1~i=:;, be it resolved that CTD at its 
annual delegate assembly held in El Paso on October 21-23, 1983 direct its 
President on behalf of the Board of Di.rectors to write a letter of protest and 
concern to the chairperson of the State Board of Education indicating CTD 
cipposition to the age eligibility rule change and reinstate the former ru l e [ 21 
years]. Further, copies of said letter be sent to members of the State Board 
of Education, TEA Ccimmissioner and Gcivernor White. 

by .Jim Br·uc:e 
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14. Whereas Joe Dusenbury as chairperson of the National Council on the 
Handicapped was an outspoken advocate for the rights of disab~ed persons befor• 
the Congress and the Reagan Administration;and wheras he took extraordinary 
efforts to preserve and expand funding for in0ependence oriented programs at 
the Federal level; and whereas he involved authentic representatives of the 
disabled population in the creation of government policy. Therefore, be it 
resolved that CTD commend Joe Dusenbury for his courageous and historic 
contributions to the quality of lives of persons with disabilities during his 
service as chairperson of the National Council on the Handicapped. 
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15. Whereas the priority for CTD for 1983-84 is registering, educating and 
mDbi.1.izi.ng di~;ablE•d votE•rts; ,;;,nd wh€:;1'·E.~as plasti.c st,:..n~ whi.ch r·ea.d "20 million 
1~11i··'"r··1·c-·n·- D·t·.-··::t··1,··,·J· t·.111·· C:.b··1e· t·p V<-t·E;" ·-~e· ~··-1·1-:.;1·-1·~ . z;_-:t .. 1l ~r1•1gh t~l"' 1~·1·0 .-Jff1'<-e ··1··id f-1 {__ _,r,:\ .::> • _":)e;l.J .. c:~ . - - 1·-1 •• -· ·-' •. I - - c:t1 -· c.i.Vd. < ... -1 r- \ ~I... 1 1 -- .. I~ .J • - c:l 

are in the possession of mDst members and memb~r organizations of CTD; 
therefore, be it resolved that CTD will utilize the above mentioned stamp 
and/or the slogan <Disabled but Able ••• ) on all correspondence connected with 
CTD ;:.c:tivit:i.!2~:; i::1r1d be it -fu1~thE~1·· 1···!~~!snlv<~d that CTD urgf'.?s all of its mErniber·s .:.:incl 
member organizations to do the same. 
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16. Whereas on August 29, 1983 the National Council on the Handicapped under 
chairperson Joe Dusenbury adopted the national policy for persons with 
disabilities; and whereas this policy was basad on input received from more 
than 2000 persons with disabilities and their advocates representing every 
state in the country, including more than 1,300 persons in Texas; and whereas 
the fundamental concepts underlying this document are in basic agreement with 
those of the disability rights movement; therefore be it resolved that the 
Coalition of Texans with Disabilities in convention assembled this 23rd day of 
October 1983, strongly urges the president and the council to act in all due 
haste to implement this policy within all levels of government and undertake 
aggressive measures to encourage cooperation from the private sector. Be it 
further resolved that the president, Congress, and National Council continue 
the commendable practice of involving disabled persons at the highest levels o i 

decision making and planning within his administration. 
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persons in all aspects of society as the highest tribute to the potential 
contributions of our minority population; and whereas Itzak Perlman is an 
artist of consummate skill and sensitivity and has achieved a position 
worldwide acclaim as a virtuoso violinist; and whereas Mr. Perlman as an 

individual with a disability has been a vocal advocate for environmental 
accessiblility and equal riqhts for disabled persons; and whereas he has 
undertaken to establish a foundation dedicated to the provision of financial 
assistance to qrassroots disability rights advocacy orqanizations that they may 
proceed with increased viqor and stability; and whereas the overall level of 
awareness throughout the world of problems and potentials of disabled persons 
has significantly increased as a result of his performances and advocacy; 
therefore, be it resolved that CTD formally commend ltzak Perlman for his 
contributions to our cause and offer to fully support and cooperate wi th his 
advocacy activities and the establishment of a disability rights foundation; 
and be it further resolved that this resolution be presented to him during his 
visit to Texas in February 1984 with an invitation that he join us in 
<:•.c:ti.vitii.;,;~:; c::onrH:?cted with our· "Di~:;-,;;.bled but Abl<-:.' 11 c:<:\mpaign. 
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