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Developing Leaders in Amarillo 

ByLo,:~0~:~nd~,~~n~r~0~, Annual Convention l · 
Was it the Palo Duro Canyon? Was it the eccentric million

aires' cadillacs lined up nose down in the sand and mesas 
ringed by sky blue billboards? Was it the excellent program put 
together by CTD Past President Marshall Mitchell? Whatever 
the reason , CTD's Eighth Annual Convention was one of the 
better attended in CTD history. Approximately two hundred 
disability advocates gathered at the Sheraton Hilton in Amarillo 
for a weekend filled with thought provoking discussions, elec
tions and other CTD business. Leadership Development was 
the theme of the Convention , and this theme was integral to 
many of the issues raised during our three days in the 
panhandle. 

SPEAKERS 
Two of the speakers arrived from Washington, D.C ., despite 

being somewhat delayed by a hurricane hovering over our 
nation's capital. With some quick readjustments in the sched
ule, Frank Bowe with the Architectural and Transportation Bar
riers Compliance Board was able to give his Keynote Address 
in which he called for strong leadership and cooperation 
among the groups. He praised CTD for its strong advocacy and 
noted CTD was one of the largest and best organized disability 
coalitions in the United States. Mr. Bowe also praised CTD for 
our strong cross-disability representation and cooperation. He 
stressed the need for new leaders and the need to involve and to 
develop the advocacy and leadership skills of new faces so our 
movement can grow. 

Flying in from Washington with Mr. Bowe was Lex Freiden , 
Executive Director of the National Council on the Handi
capped , formerly of ILRU in Houston. Mr. Freiden spoke at the 
banquet and gave a stirring Challenge Address at the close of 
the Convention. He emphasized the need for increased advo
cacy at the federal level. With so many old issues (such as 
housing , transportation , emp loyment , education and funding 
for social programs) still unresolved , our efforts must continue. 
With funding for many programs being drastically cut back and 
the National Council 's national plan for disabled persons about 
to be introduced our letters, calls and visits to our federal 
representatives are also crucial , as is our use of our right to vote. 

WORKSHOPS 
The four workshops at the Convention also dealt with leader

ship issues. Shel Trapp of the National Training and Informa
tion Center lead a workshop on mobilizing people to become 
more actively involved in fighting for their rights. Trapp talked 
about power as the means to create change and talked about 
\ people power" as a method to get committed involvement from 
many people. In discussing blocks to developing "people 
power" he outlined four typical syndromes: the "John Wayne" 
syndrome, the "be nice" syndrome, the "we tell the truth and 
they don 't believe it " syndrome, and the "aren 't people going to 
use power for their own ends?" syndrome. In the first , people 
fall into the trap of believing they can achieve change alone 

simply by being strong and right ; this rarely works . In the 
second , people fall into the trap of feeling they must "be nice" to 
get what they want , but "being nice" usually translates into 
knowing your place and staying in it ; very few systems are set 
up to encourage drastic changes. In the third , people fall into 
the trap of believing that information and facts alone will create 
change. In the fourth syndrome, people get stopped or side 
tracked by forgetting that everyone uses power for their own 
ends to some extent and by feeling there is something wrong 
with disabled people doing this. 

Stephen Seewoester, Public Relations Manager for South
western Bell in El Paso gave an exce ll ent workshop 
"Leadership-Accessing the Media. " Interwoven with extremely 
useful nuts and bolts rules for dealing with the media, Seewoes
ter suggested ways to develop new leaders for the media and 
ways to use the media to promote your organization and its 
causes. In talking about TV, radio , newspapers and other 
printed matter, he stressed the importance of knowing before
hand what you want to say, and of advance preparation . Proper 
timing, brevity and importance of the material are all factors to 
be considered when dealing with the media. In addition to his 
presentation, Mr. Seewoester had prepared a media handbook 
for CTD which covers in more detail the guidelines for handling 
various media situations such as: press releases , press confer
ences and coverage of special events. (Note: C TD distributed 
these handbooks to our member organizations, but have a few 
extra copies available on a first come, first served basis. Please 
contact the central office if you would like one.) 

In addition to his Keynote Address , Mr. Bowe conducted the 
"Leadership Skills and Techniques " workshop. Describing his 
view on positive qualities to seek in leadership, Mr. Bowe 
stressed the importance of strength from the top. A good leader 
will steer where the group is going. Planning , recruitment , 
motivating others, coordinating actions and follow through are 
all needed for leadership to work. Getting information from the 
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lower levels and sharing with them the information received 
from above allows leadership to remain effective and involved; 
without it leaders become isolated and out of touch. But while 
information and op in ions come from the ranks it is the leaders 
job to formulate these into goals and to direct the organization 
toward these goals. 

Giving another view of leadership Wade Blank of American 
Disabled for Accessible Public Transportation , ADAPT, led the 
workshop "Civil Disobedience, Does it Work?" Describing the 
community organizer's view of affecting change. Blank spoke 
of how the leadership of the disability movement are getting out 
of touch with their "rank and file" consistuents. Pointing out 
that involvement of these people is not only the means to the 
goal of equality for disabled people, but also part of this goal, 
Blank called for more emotion and rigtheousness in our move
ment and proposed a stronger civi I rights/grassroots approach 
using demonstrations and other group actions to illustrate the 
need and desire for change. 

CTD BUSINESS 
The business of the meeting ran well with the elections and 

resolutions being handled in an organized and timely manner. 
Thirty two resolutions were considered. (The first installment of 
the resolutions is included in this issue.) Campaigning was 
carried on until Sunday morning , with several of the Board 
positions being hotly contended, when elections were held for 
the officers positions and six of the eight at large positions. 
Results were as follows: Bob Kafka-President, Steve Johns
Vice President, Pat McCallum-Secretary, Alan Meyer-Treasurer, 
Marshall Mitchell-Past President (non-elected position); Jerry 
Hassell, Tom Kimball, Frank Lozano, Donna McBee, Kevin 
Tracy and Judy Wingard Westbrook-At Large Board Members. 
Remaining on the Board are: Jim Parker and Tom Morrison. 

All was not business or workshops, however. Six awards 
were given (see article this issue) for outstanding service relat
ing to disability. Also an excellent Native American dance per
formance was given at the banquet by a local Boy Scout troop 
who had just returned from performing for the King of Jordan. 
During the finale CTD members even joined in the dancel 

Organizers of this Convention are to be commended for a job 
well done. We hope to see you all in Dallas next fall when the 
theme of the Ninth Annual Convention will be "The Political 
Process: Using It for Change." 
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RESOLUTIONS 
The following is the first installment of the resolutions sub

mitted to the Delegates at the CTD Annual Convention. 

AC-85-A 1 Passed 
Submittor: 
Subject: 

AC-85-A2 
Submittor: 
Subject: 

AC-85-A3 
Submittor: 
Subject: 

AC-85-A4 
Submittor: 
Subject: 

Mary Tatro , Spina Bifida Assoc. of Texas 
Attorney Fees Under PL94.142 
HEREBY BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Coalition of Texans 
with Disabilities fully supports HR 1523 and S415 and 
recommends the enactment of the bills which will give 
handicapped children full protection of the law. 

Passed 
Legislative Committee 
Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1985 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: CTD actively sup
port the passage of the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1985 
(SB700) which would restore the 5 civil rights acts back to 
their intent before the "Grove City" decision. FURTHER BE 
IT RESOLVED THAT: a Task Force out of the Legislative 
Committee be established to develop strategies to pro
mote passage of the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1985 
and other national legislation that would increase the 
independence of disabled persons. 

Tabled 
Jim Parker 
Segregated State Supported Schools 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: CTD go on record 
as opposing the State of Texas' continued support of 
highly segregated schools, both on the State and local 
levels through the elimination of said schools, 
AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The State of 
Texas begins during the 1987 Legislative Session to 
develop a phasing out of such institutions of segregated 
learning through development of a policy to be imple
mented at the elementary and progress over a period of 
time, no greater than 15 years, to eliminate such segrega
tion through the total intergration of all disabled people 
into the "normal " school systems of our State to the fullest 
extent possible. 

Passed 
ADAPT of Texas 
Accessible Public Transportation State Legislation 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: CTD pursue the 
passage of State legislation that will require all transit sys
tems to be fully accessible to disabled persons. FURTHER 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: this resolution be referred to the 
appropriate CTD committees for action. 
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CTD Editor's Note 
The CTD Newsletter is edited and published quarterly by the ( 

Coalition of Texans with Disabilities, a statewide cross disabil
ity consumer group. Any member who wishes to submit future 
articles for publication should send them to: 

CTD, P.O. Box 4709, Austin, Texas 78765 



President's 
Report 

Bob Kafka 

Happy New Year' My report wil l focus on my activities since taking 
o ffice and a review of some the major issues facing CTD. 

I have been working with staff on three main ar·eas: implementation of 
the resolutions passed at the convention . getting the committee struc
ture in place. and fundraising . 

Implementation of many of the resolutions has been started. 
Pat Pound and I met with Bill Wells. Executive Director of th e Sunset 

Commission on including accessibility and employment in the Sunset 
evaluation criteria . In addition . staff and I attended a meeting of a group 
called the Sunset Coalition to share information on what each organiza
tion wil l be submitting. The Legislative Committee will be making 
recommendations to the CTD Board in January. 

CTD sent a letter to all state agencies informing them of the reporting 
requirements in regard to disabled public employees. A meeting with 
Carl Mullens of the Governor's EEO Office was productive and hope
fu ll y wi ll lead to consistency in the reporting process . CTD also com
municated with Council on Disabilities expressing our interest in work
ing closely with them. 

I was appointed chair of the Attorney General 's Disability Rights 
Advisory Committee, which will be addressing three areas : enforce
ment , publ ications and legislative/advocacy issues. This committee 
has th e potential to work cooperatively with CTD to achieve many of 
our long range goals. In addition , I attended an organ izing meeting for, 
and presently serve on , the interim steering committee of the Coalition 
of Elders . 

Last but by no means las t A .O. has ag reed to l1 os t th e 1986 Conve n
ti on i n Da l las . Spec if ic dates w i l l be se lec ted at the Januil ry 
board meeting. 

The committee 'task force st ru c ture has been very exc it ing because 
we are invo lving ~ore people in the wo rk of CTD Each Commit tee / 
Task Force chair w ill be s1 1t1mi tt ing th e names o f people who have 
offered to se1 vc 011 t11eir comm ittee. In add ition th ey wi ll be subm itt ing 
the goals and objecti ves they hope to ilccompli sh over the nex t yea r 

I have atte 11 ded the Hous1 n9 Task Force and Legi::; lilt ive Committee 
meetings and was encou rilgecl at 111 ei r enthusiasm <ind pl<rn s fo r the 
new year. T i1e F\esol 1it ion Commit tee milde il ca ll for reso luti ons fo r the 
Board to con~: ,it!r Tile Memhership Chair has 1dent i f1ed contact 
people 1n ilil a1e2; of the staie. The Development Committee will be 
maki ng recornmend;:i tions on new fund ing possibi lities fo r the CTD 
Board to cons ider. The lnde1 .. )(rndent Liv ing Center Task Force is 
recommend ing Cil lli ng a meetin g of th e 1.L.C.s and CTD Officers. The 
Olde1 Texans Task Force may recommend that CTD jo in the Coalition 
of Elde rs. 

We also will be worki ng to get ready fo r the legi slative session in 1987. 
Judy Wingard Westb roo k. c hai ring Hie legi slative committee. has the 
committee b ro ken into th ree subcommittees: Networking (to get input 
from membership on issues). Federal Issues. Enforce ment (of exi sting 
legi slation .) Thi s commit tee will also be developing th e CTD Sunset 
pos iti on papers. 

Since we are no longer a VI STA project we have new challenges 
befo re us. First is th e loss o f many of th e excell ent VISTAs who have 
ass isted the member organi zations . Hopefu ll y local VISTA programs 
will be estab li shed. Second is the loss of the funding for the VI STA 
supervisor . CTD will need to find new sources to replace this VISTA 
money. The Development Committee is working on options that wi ll 
i11 c lude grants. private enterprise and utilization of promoters. 

CTD wil l be holding work shops around the state. The tentative topic 
areas are Insurance and Financi al Benfits . Voting . Housing and Know 
Your Right s. Th e fina l se lection wi ll depend on re sources and ' 
scheduling. 

All in all it has been a hec ti c three months. CTD will be o utreaching 
into your community and wou ld like your in volvement . We are an 
o rga ni za ti on o f o rganiza ti ons. but we must not forget individuals make 
up these o rgani za tions. I strongly endorse one of th e membership 
committee's goals. to get more individual members. 

Peo ple po wer ca n be awesome. 

~****************************************************************** 

Voting rights are coming of age in 
Texas . In 1986 both Federal and State 
voting access laws will begin to take 
effect and disabled Texans will finally 
be given one of the most basic tools of 
effective citizenship- access to the 
po ll s. CTD and its membership have 
played critical roles in getting both the 
state and federal laws passed. Now we 
must begin to work on enforcement' 
What better way to celebrate and 
spread the news of these victories 
than by wearing your very own CTD 
"Disabled but Able to Vote " T-Shirt' 

For a short time only CTD will be 
se lling these collector 's items at the 
very reasonable price of 55.00. What 
better gift to ring in thi s new year Sky 
blue with dark blue print , these shirts 
are ava il ab le in small . medium and 
larg e, so hurry while supplies last' 

Get Out and Vote 
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If a substantial portion of the 20 million 
elig ib le voters with disobililies. in this 
country, united. We could and would 
e lect a President . Show your voter 
awareness with a CTD T-Shirt! 

Send SS.00 

Per Shirl to: 

CTD T-Shirt 
P.O . Box 4709 
Austin, Texas 78765 

Indicate quon11ty next to size · 

S _ _ M _ _ l _ 

Amount enclosed - -- ---

Nome 

Phone 



1CTD AWARDS CTD AWARDS CTDAWARDS 
CTD Member Organization of the Year 

The West Texas Association for the Handicapped (WT AH) in 
El Paso was awarded the 1985 CTD Member Organization of 
the Year Award. Incorporated as a non-profit organization in 
1979, WTAH is a cross disability consumer advocacy group 
with over two hundred members. WTAH is an active organiza
tion with the following accomplishments: Through its efforts in 
working through the Handicapped Design Committee, a pres
entation was made to the Community Development Steering 
Committee which led to the building of a $1 ,200,000 Multi
purpose Recreational Center for the Handicapped. WTAH is 
most proud of its service program , the El Paso Opportunity 
Center for the Handicapped (EPOCH). EPOCH is an independ
ent living center managed by WTAH providing services in the 
areas of housing , attendant care , advocacy, outreach , peer 
counseling, information and referral , recreation , and inde
pendent living skills. Recently WTAH has worked collectively 
wtih EPOCH to extend their services to a Transitional Living 
Facility through grants from Community Development and TRC. 

Many of WTAH members serve on various city and state 
boards and commissions that affect the rights of di sabled per
sons. The City of El Paso, through the efforts of WTAH, is 
putting curb cuts and concrete pads on a primary accessible 
bus route which will go from the downtown area to the eastside 
passing by EPOCH and the Multi-purpose Center for the 
Handicapped. 

Last year WTAH put on a highly successful seminar, 
"Accessibility-The Present and the Future " , and this year's 
seminar, "Computers - An Enabling Technology " was a suc
cess. WTAH was very active in voter registration , working with 
CTD on voting laws which affect the disabled and holding a 
very successful candidates ' forum. 

Quarterly general membership meetings for WTAH are held 
with a one hour program coupled with the Board meeting. Tom 
Kimball , president of WTAH , described their organization: 
"Apathy is a word we do not have time for, and all of our Board 
members are contributing committed members of which nine 
of our members are disabled. We do not always agree philo
sophically on all issues, but we do by consensus get good 
positive results to help the disabled in our community obtain 
their just rights. The West Texas Association for the Handi
capped has struggled and grown with hard fought victories 
accomplished with many more to come. Because of our diver
sity. committment and ability to work together, the continuity of 
leadership is assured in our organization to where WTAH will 
continue to move forward in the future years." ...... 
Newsletter of the Year 

The CTD Newsletter of the Year Award was presented to the 
West Texas Association for the Handicapped Bulletin. Pub
lished bimonthly by Gene Ormsby since 1979, The Bulletin is a 
composite of local. state. national and CTD issues and happen
ings of interest to the disabled community. It stresses advocacy 
where needed with messages on what is being done or should 
be done to combat the inequities which happen to the rights of 
disabled persons. The newsletter's strength is its substantive 
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and down to earth approach to the problems addressed by the 
disability rights movement and their potential solutions. 

The WTAH Bulletin is sent to several hundred persons includ
ing WTAH members, politicians at all levels of government, 
social service providers, CTD Board members and other inter
ested persons involved in the disability rights movement. Our 
commendations go out to the West Texas Association for the 
Handicapped and Gene Ormsby for his unselfish dedication to 
the production and distribution of this fine newsletter. 

CTD VISTA of the Year 

Gene Ormsby, VISTA Vol
unteer placed through CTD 
with the West Texas Associa
tion for the Handicapped 
(WTAH) was awarded the 
CTD VISTA of the Year Award. 
He was nominated by Tom 
Kimball , president of WTAH 
with unanimous approval of 
the WTAH Board of Directors. 
Gene has served as the WTAH 
VISTA for the last four years. 

Gene Ormsby helped found 
the West Texas Association 
for the Handicapped in El 
Paso , Texas in 1979. He has 
served on the WTAH Board 
continuously since that time. 

He published the WTAH bi-monthly bulletin providing informa
tion to its members and several hundred influential persons 
throughout the state. 

As an active advocate for disability rights, Gene Ormsby has 
served on numerous boards and committees dealing with the 
concerns of the disabled. Gene has served on the HandiScat 
Advisory Committee, Handicapped Design Committee, Sec
tion 504 Transportation Compliance Board , El Paso Mental 
Health Association Board of Directors and the Board of Direc
tors of the Lighthouse for the Blind. Gene was the first chairman 
of the Multi-purpose Center for the Handicapped, chairman of 
the Marketing Committee for the Coalition of Texans with Dis
abilities, a member of the El Paso Opportunity Center for the 
Handicapped Advisory Committee, member of the 1985 May
or's Task Force for the Handicapped, and is the chairman of the 
Adult Services Committee for the Texas Department of Human 
Resources Committee for Services to the Disabled in the El 
Paso area. 

Gene Ormsby has helped to put on many successful semin
ars for WTAH including the TUFT 504 Workshop in 1982, "Know 
Your Rights " seminar in 1983, the CTD Delegate Assembly held 
in El Paso in 1983, "Accessibility--Present and the Future" 
seminar in 1984 and the "Computers-An Enabling Technol
ogy" seminar in 1985. 

Tom Kimball describes Gene's contribution in the following 
way, "Without his guidance, leadership and motivation, we 
would not be where we are today. Our continuing successes in 
our fight to ensure the rights of the disabled stand largely due to ( 
the caring work done by Mr. Ormsby. We at WTAH firmly 
believe that Mr. Gene Ormsby has exceeded all of his 1984-85 
CTD VISTA project goals-and more. " 



CTDAWARDS CTDAWARDS CTDAWARDS 
Public Servant of the Year 

State Representative Jack Vowell of El Paso received the 
1985 CTD Pub I ic Servant of the Year Award. Presented for the 
first time, this award was given to recognize a public servant 
who has made a significant contribution to the independent 
living and disability rights movement. 

Representative Vowell has consistently supported programs 
that promote the independence of disabled Texans. He was a 
vocal supporter of funds for the independent living centers in 
the 68th Legislature. During the 69th Legislature he almost 
single-handedly pushed through the 2.2 million dollars of new 
state monies for the Attendant Service Model Program (initiated 
and backed by CTD) in the Department of Human Services' 
budget. This was done while many programs were being held at 
or below their 1985 levels. During the final hours of the 69th 
session it was Representative Vowell 's steady voice and calm 
thinking which kept disability service programs from drastic 
cuts as the dollars grew fewer and harder to find. While some of 
his colleagues consider him too liberal , his fiscal responsibility 
and logical arguement that these services meant people's lives 
were too tough a combination to refute. 

Representative Vowell believes that as Federal dollars shrink, 
state and local responsibilities need to increase to meet the 
needs of disabled Texans. The Attendant Services Model Pro
gram money is an example of his ability to fight for and win on 
issues to which he is committed. 

Justin W. Dart Meritorious Award 
The 1985 Justin W. Dart 

Meritorious Award was pres
ented to Lee Kitchens, out
going member of the Coali
tion of Texans with Disabil
ities' Board of Directors. Lee 
has served on the CTD board 
from its inception. He served 
as Treasurer and Membership 
Chairperson utilizing his 
personal computer to put 
CTD's financial and member
ship information into a work
ing system. Lee personally 
handled the registration and 
election process at seven of 
CTD's Delegate Assemblies. 

Lee can be aptly described as the rock or cornerstone that laid 
the foundation for what exists in CTD today. 

Through his work with Texas Instruments, Lee has travelled 
around the world and has championed the cause of disabled 
persons, internationally, as well as nationally. Through the con
tacts Lee has made working with Tl, he was able to get CTD, the 
five independent Living Centers and Independent Living 
Research Utilization (ILRU) Tl 99/4A computers. Lee also has 
assisted in the training of persons to operate these Tl compu
ters. He has recently secured a new computer for CTD which 
will upgrade our capability to handle finances , information , 
membership data and other administrative programatic tasks. 

) Lee has been and continues to be active with Little People of 
America. He has served on the Texas Developmental Disabili
ties Planning Council and helped in the planning of their con-
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ference , "Computers and Disabled Texans ". Lee helped put 
together the CTD Business Leaders Advisory Meeting and con
tinues to work for the employment of disabled persons in the 
private sector, especially in the area of technology. His invol
vement in the Johns Hopkins Technology and the Disabled 
Conference is yet one more example of Lee's commitment to 
the integration of disabled persons into the mainstream of 
community life. 

Lee has consistently been there when needed to give 
thoughtful advice and assistance. He has served CTD selflessly 
and has given hours of his time to the disability rights move
ment. He rarely gets the credit he deserves because of his low 
profile personality. No person deserves the Justin Dart Jr. Mer
itous Service Award more than Lee Kitchens. 

.......... 
Community Grass Roots Organizing Award 

The 1985CTD Grass-Roots 
Organizing Award was pres
ented to Jim Parker of El 
Paso. This award was created 
to recognize outstanding 
efforts in the area of organiz
ing to advance the disability 
rights and independent living 
movement. 

Jim Parker has been invol
ved in the disability rights 
movement for many years.' 
Throughout this time he has 
focused on networking and 
involving new people in issues 
that directly affect them. Jim 
believes in working with 
people where they li ve, where 
they work, wherever he meets 

them . He is a member of the CTD Board of Directors and serves 
as chairperson of the VISTA Advisory Committee and the 
Transportation Committee. 

Jim's involvment in the past year has included : 
Disability Rally Day: Jim organized a group of ten disabled 

persons from El Paso to attend Disability Rally Day. Jim got 
tickets donated for the trip and arranged for free housing for 
many of these persons. Most of these individuals had pre
viously not been involved in disability issues. 

ADAPT of Texas: Through his involvement with national 
ADAPT, Jim worked to organize a state chapter in Texas. Jim 
has worked to recruit disabled people who were not previously 
active , and involved them in the transit issue. As liason to 
National ADAPT, Jim coordinated their efforts in San Antonio. 

Transportation: Jim assisted in the development of the CTD 
Transportation survey which was sent out nation-wide. He also 
helped coordinate the CTD Transportation workshop, at which 
he was a presenter. Locally Jim has been a mobilizing force in 
El Paso's fight for accessible transit for disabled persons. He 
has helped to form and lead the Mayor's task force which as 
been instrumental in creating a proposed progressive transit 
policy. 

Public Awareness: Jim hosts a weekly talk show on the local 
El Paso public radio station. These shows focus on issues that 
affect disabled Texans. Jim utilizes the show to inform and 
involve both disabled and able-bodied supporters alike. 

Jim Parker is a true organizer and we hope this award will 
encourage him to continue his hard work. 



This Year in Review 
This year has been a year of organizational development for 

CTD. In the areas of networking, membership development, 
and internal operations CTD staff have assisted the Board and 
membership in continuing the growth of the coalition. 

CTD sponsored and co-sponsored four workshops this year. 
An attendant care conference. held in Houston last fall in con
junction with member organiza tion s ILRU and TPVA, brought 
together attendant care experts from across the cou ntry as well 
as persons in vo lved in all aspects of attendant care from across 
Texas. The purpose was to explore means to develop attendant 
services for disabled Texans. and from this workshop the CTD 
Attendant Care Task Force was formed. with representatives of 
20 organ izations and agencies involved. 

At the beginning of the 69th Leg islative session. TPVA and 
CTD co-sponsored a Legisl ative Forum designed to increase 
awareness of and invol vement in creat ing (or preventing) legis
lative change. Again. disabled persons and others involved in 
disability advocacy from across Texas came to hear state and 
federal legislators' and advocates· advice on how to positively 
affect the legislative process. 

During the 69th Legislative Session, CTD held another work
shop focu sing on legis lative issues, this time focusing on grass
roots involvment, with updates on specific state legislative 
issues. Disabled consumers came from El Paso, Houston, Dal
las, San Antonio , etc. to gather information and then to trans
late this information into action by visiting their representatives. 

Th e fourth workshop, held in San Antonio last spring, 
focused on transportation for people with disabilities. The 
results of a state and national survey, done by CTD, were 
shared, as well as information on transportation issues for 
different disability populations and views on different advocacy 
techniques. The survey CTD did is one of the most comprehen
sive compilations of current transit data, and Texas results can 
be found in the CTD Eighth Annual Convention booklet. 

CTD's networking efforts thi s year included involvement and 
ongoing communication with Advocacy , Inc , (Particularly on 
Disabi lity Rally Day and the CAP training), with Texas Alliance 
for Human Needs. the Governor's Committee for Disabled Per
sons, Association for Retarded Citizens-TX, and the Governor's 
Planning Council on Developmental Disabilities, to name a 
few examples. 

In conjunction with the Public Relations Committee, CTD 
staff also held CTD's first Business Leaders Advisory Commit-

Resolutions 
continued from page 2 

AC-85-A5 Passed 
Submittor MIGHT II of Austin 
Subject Senate Bill 1579 

AC-85-A6 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Coal ition of 
Texans with Disabilities and it's member organizations 
write letters of support and individually advocate with their 
respective Congressional representative for the passage of 
Senate Bill 1579. 

Passed 
Submittor Bob Kafka 
Subject Council on Disabilities 

AC-85-81 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: CTO work with the 
COD on issues of mutual concern to bring about greater 
independence for all disabled Texans. 

Passed 
Submittor : Legislative Committee 
Subject CTD Legislative Efforts 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT CTD con
tinue its legislative efforts and adopt a plan to direct these 
efforts in the following fi ve areas : 
1 Developing and implementing a plan to hire 1egisla

tive staff person during the next legislative session to 
work on disability issues. 
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tee meeting. CTD presented an impressive array of our invol
vements and accomplishments and "brainstormed" with these 
individuals on ways the Coalition could better network with the 
business community. 

In order to better outreach to our member organizations and 
other individuals and groups concerned with disability issues. 
regional forums were held in conjunction with several of CTD's 
board meetings. Presentations were made on CTD's purposes 
and input was sought on issues or activities in which CTD 
should be involved. As a direct result of suggestions at last 
year's Delegate Assembly, one forum was held in Crockett, Tx. 
to get rural perspectives on disability issues. 

With the event of the 69th Legislati ve Session CTD staff were 
involved in conjunction with CTD's legislative committee, in 
monitoring legislation and sharing information with our mem
bership. A legislative network was developed to facilitate 
information flow and quick action on legislative issues. as they 
developed. This network was instrumen tal in successful 
implementation of much of CTD's legislative platform . 

Thi s year CTD developed and published a monthly "News" 
bulletin and a new brochure, both useful outreach tools. CTD's 
VISTA program continues to be our most effective and produc
tive means of outreach and networking , both among our mem
bership and with other organizations. In the spring CTD was 
able to bring on a new set of VISTAs and later ACTION was able 
to continue funding for a limited number of VISTA Volunteers 
through April of 86'. Several of the newer VISTA's are working 
directly for CTD on outreach and membership development. 

Within the Central Office itself several changes have also 
occured during the past year. Policies and procedures have 
been revamped. A full time secretary/ receptionist now assists 
the Executive Director and Central Office staff. In addition, 
CTD has taken an innovative employment step: the Execut ive 
Director position is now a job share position. 

Fundraising has also been an activity and concern for CTD 
this year. Fundraising events have been held in various cities. 
As many of you are award, CTD's Fun *Run went well this year. 
CTD has also applied for two grants. One helped fund the VISTA 
training held just prior to the Annual Convention. This year 
CTD staff and Board held a fundraising planning meeting. A 
consultant assisted in the development of programmatic priori
ties and strategies for funding . As the end of the CTD VISTA 
grant draws closer. so does the need for continued efforts in 
this area. This year has been a busy and productive one for 
CTD. The upcoming year promises to be full of new challenges 
and accomplishments. 

AC-85-82 

2. Continuing development of network strategies by: 
a) polling the member organizations for input on legis
lation they feel is needed , and 
b) creating means to foster member organizations 
interactions with their legislators between sessions. 

3. Improving the implementation of ex isting laws th at can 
positively impact the lives of disabled Texans. 

4. Working on federal issues of importance to disabled 
persons, including the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 
1985, the Chaffee Bill , the reauthorization of the Reha
bilitation Act , etc. 

5. Investigating the leadership role of CTD in 1987 "Dis-
ab ility Rally Day" activities. 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the CTD treasurer 
and committee prepare a plan to finance the above 
activities. 

Passed 
Submittor : Bob Kafka 
Subject Regional Communication among State Coalitions 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT CTD work with 
other state coalitions towards developing a regional com - ( 
munication network among the state coalitions in Lousi
ana. Oklahoma. Arkansas , Colorado. New Mexico, and 
Texas and 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT : CTD make the efforts 
known to the ACCO Board of Directors 

continued on page 8 
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NEWS FROM 
AROUND THE STATE 
Attendant Services 
Demonstration Contracts Awarded 

The Department of Human Services (DHS) Services to Aged 
and Disabled Program recently awarded contracts to 3 agen
cies to test a new delivery system of attendant services . The 
contracts were awarded in 3 categories-Urban , Urban/ Rural 
and Rural. The urban contract was awarded to the City of San 
Antonio-Department of Human Resources (DHS Region IX) , 
the Urban/ Rural contract to Americare Professionals, Inc. in 
the Beaumont area (DHS Region X) and the Rural contract to 
Home Health Home Care, Inc. around Edington and Corpus 
Christi (DHS Region VIII) . 

The demonstration contracts will test two innovative con
cepts of attendant care : consumer control and co-payment. It is 
hoped that the results of these demonstrations will be a basis 
for a statewide attendant services program. The CTD Attendant 
Service Task Force will be closely following these contracts to 
assure that the consumer control non-medical model is 
being followed. 

FUN*RUN '85 

You knew it as Jog *Rama before, but this year the name 
changed. The concept remained the same however, as "Fun *
-:i unners" made their way around tracks (and lakes) in Austin , 
.Jallas and Houston. There was a large increase in organiza
tions participating this year, as over two hundred people ran , 
walk ed , rolled , jogged , skipped or pushed their laps to 
raise money. 

The name change was not the only change this year . The 
Houston run was held under the auspices of an informal net
wo rk of organizations which called themselves the Gulf Coast 
Coalition of Texans with Disabilities. GCCTD hosted Disability 
Day (D-Day) an event which encompassed the Fun *Run , as 
well as a number of disability awareness programs. This is the 
f irst of what organizations hope will become an annual event. 
CTD Treasurer Alan Meyer, VISTA Volunteers Judy Ziegler and 
Lee Saners, and up and coming organizer Rand Metcaff were 
integral to making this event the success that it was. 

In the Dallas area CTD Fun *Runners circled Bachman Lake 
under the direction of VISTA Bill McCoy. Linda Johnstone, of 
the Dallas Center for Independent Living, Pat McCullum, CTD 
Secretary, and Steve Johns, CTD Vice President, all helped to 
make the event a big success. 

In Austin , the largest Fun *Run was held at St. Stephen's 
School , an idyllic setting in the hills west of Austin . Beating a 
path around the track to the sounds of rock and roll , the 125 
runners included CTD Board member Judy Wingard-Westbrook 
and new MIGHT President Redge Westbrook , TAD President 
Joann Jacobs and CTD Board Member Kevin Tracy . 

Perhaps the most important innovation is the CTD Fun *Run 
billing program . Through the numerous volunteer hours logged 
in by Mickey Chapman CTD now has a billing program which 
allows us to track , record and bill all runners and sponsors for 
~ach participating organization . As with any new program a few 
i inks had to be worked out, but it is now more than ready to 

nandle the expansion in the CTD Fun *Run which we anticipate 
will occur. Hats off to Mickey who has done a great job! 

And of course, thanks to all the runners and sponsors without 
whom the Fun *Runs would never have taken place. 
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Welcome CTD's 
New Members 

Alamo Council of the Blind 
469 E. Almos 
San Antonio , Texas 78212 
Contact: Donna McBee 
512/828-8929 

··111111 

This organization is a regional chapter of the Texas and 
National American Council of the Blind. 

Deaf Council of Greater Houston 
P.O. Box 20549 
Houston, Texas 77025 
713/796-0520 

This organization provides service to deaf individuals in the 
Gulf Coast area. 

Disabled American Veterans - West El Paso Chapter 66 
P.O. Box 12502 
El Paso, Texas 79912 
915/543-7639 

This local chapter of a national organization provides infor
mation and services to veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces that 
have been wounded, gassed , injured or disabled in the line of 
duty during wartime. 

High Plains Epilepsy Association 
806 S. Bryan , Room 313 
Amarillo, Texas 79106 
Contact: A. W. Canless 

This association serves the 25 counties in the Texas pan
handle organized to meet the concerns of Amarillo citizens. 

San Antonio Independent Living Services 
416 South Main Street 
San Antonio , Texas 78204 
512/226-0054 

This organization provides services which assist disabled 
persons to increase self-determination and to minimize 
dependence on others, through programs which are directed , 
developed and delivered by and for persons with disabilities. 

Texas Deaf/Blind Association 
231 Bamburgh Drive 
San Antonio , Texas 78216 
Contact: Dick Bell 

This association works on improving the morale among the 
deaf/blind individuals. 

Texas Easter Seals Society - Amarillo 
1006 S. Jackson 
Amarillo, Texas 79101 
806/371-0022 

This local chapter of the state organization helps children 
and adults become more independent. 

Texas Physical Therapy Association 
211 E. 7th Street, #714 
Austin, Texas 78701 
Contact : Susan McPahil 

This association is a local chapter of the American Physical 
Therapy Association , a professional organization representing 
the concerns of physical therapists . 

Texas Society of Interpreters for the Deaf 
2500 Lipscomb Stret 
Fort Worth , Texas 7611 O 
Contact: Jaque McGibbon 
817 /926-5305 

The primary emphasis of this organization is the develop
ment, strengthening and enhancement of a network of profes
sional interpreters. 



Resolutions 
continued from page 6 

AC-85-83 Passed 
Submittor: Texas Paralyzed Veterans Assoc . 
Subject: Convention Theme - 1986 

AC-85-C1 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the theme for next 
year's 9th Annual Convention be "The Political Process: 
Using it For Change" 

Passed 
Submittor: Central Office 
Subject: Appreciation of VISTA's 

AC-85-01 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: CTD Board and 
staff develop a means to show our appreciation to past and 
present VISTA Volunteers and be it further resolved that we 
recognized those individuals present today by a round of 
applause. 
AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT: CTD encour
aged its member organizations to assist VISTAs in obtain
ing employment prior to the end of their VISTA term, if they 
so desire. 

Passed 
Submittor: Handicapped Access Office 
Subject: Accessible Public Transportation 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The following 
steps be taken: 

AC-85-02 

1. That all major public transit systems in Texas make a 
written long range policy commitment to provide 100% 
accessibility for disabled persons through a multi
modal approach: combining 100% fixed route access & 
continued operation of limited para-transit. 

2. That all major public transit systems in Texas proceed 
toward fulfillment of the above commitment by pur
chasing each new bus with wheelchair lift equipment 
and continuing the para-transit system currently in use 
to provide services to that small number of disabled 
people unable to use a main-line accessible bus system. 

3. That all major public transit systems in Texas integrate 
accessibility into all new components of transit pro
grams at the programming and planning stage and fol
low through ito contruction and actual operation. 

Passed 
Submittor: Gayle Owens 
Subject: Statistics on Disabled Persons 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: CTD join with 
Advocacy , Inc. and other organizations in requesting from 
all state agencies the number and type of disabled per
sons to whom they provide services. 

Resolutions to be continued in next issue 

Coalition of Texans with Disabilities (CTD) Board 
OFFICERS 
President 
Mr. Bob Kafka, P.O. Box 4709, Austin , Texas 78765 
(512) 482-8543, Residence; (512) 443-8527, Office 

Vice-President 
Mr. Steve Johns, 1500 Marilla, 2C South, Dallas, Texas 75201 
(214) 254-0901, Residence; (214) 670-4014, Office 

Secretary 
Ms. Patricia (Pat) McCallum, 815 High School Drive, 
Seagoville, Texas 75159 (214) 287-4974, Residence & Office 

Treasurer 
Mr. Alan Meyer, 3233 Weslayan #102, Houston, Texas 77027 
(713) 541-6662, Residence; (713) 621-3703, Office 

Immediate Past President 
Mr. Marshall Mitchell , 4610 South Crockett, 
Amarillo , Texas 79110 (806) 371-5436 

Coalition of Texans 
with Disabilities 
Post Office Box 4709 
Austin, Texas 78765 
(512) 443-8252 
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Board Members 
Mr. Jerry Hassell , 2204 Laramie Trail , Austin , Texas 78745 
(512) 444-2000 TDD; (512) 444-3323 Voice 

Mr. C. Thomas Kimball , 3133 Daisy, El Paso , Texas 79925 
(915) 598-6952, Residence; (915) 541-4620, Office 

Mr. Frank Lozano, 1700 Hawthorne, Highlander Apts, #125 
El Paso, Texas 79902 (915) 532-4295 

Ms. Donna McBee, 416 South Main, San Antonio , Texas 78204 
(512) 226-0054 

Mr. Thomas Morrison, 4654 Cedar Tone, Dallas, Texas 75211 
(214) 330-4910, Residence; (214) 767-4056, Office 

Mr. Jim Parker, 2708 Aurora, El Paso, Texas 79930 
(915) 564-0544, Residence 

Mr. Kevin P. Tracy, 833 Houston Street, Austin, Texas 78756 
(512) 447-3013, Residence; (512) 454-6694, Office 

Ms. Judy Wingard-Westbrook , 1804 Corona, 
Aust in , Texas 78723 (512) 458-3803, Residence 
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