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HRA has been Local Kiwanis Effort Means Access

offered a teiephone
system too large for
its needs.

A Dimension 1060 with
over 25 phones and a
PBX board is avail-
able for the picking
up. The system was used for eleven years

Six {ocal Kiwanis clubs have joined under James 1.ong and
the Six Flags Sunrise Kiwanis Club to build ramps for those who can-
not afford to buy them. Typically these people are newly disabled, in
general financial need, or whose existing ramps have deteriorated.

Last year HRA proposed the project (appropriately titled
RAMPS) to the Tarrant County 1lousing Finance Corporation.
received $4000 and became fiduciary for the project. Details are now
being worked out with the first ramps expected to be built this June.

Westlake’s Arlington Hardware will donate storage space for

and is in good working condition. For ramps and the trucks to deliver them. The Junior League of Arlington
information call Gary McWilliams at has approved the program for the placement and training of their
(817) 552-2521 x222 in Vernon, Texas. novices and will staff the project from an operations base at HRA in

the summnier of 1997.
The Richardson Kiwanis will provide advice and assistance to
the six groups; it has a long history of building ramps for their area’s
Te Cora Ball@m Eeople with disability. (Thtéy're fast, too - four Richardsonites can
uild a ramp in half a day!)

It is on rare occasions that a Board of
Directors has the honor of having within its
ranks a member with such distinguishing

qualities as Dr. T.J. Ballom. “¥isitable” House Project on Ground Floor
_ Dr. Ballom operates Neighborhood Vision Arlington is building nine new homes on tast New

Medical Clinic in Fort Worth as a practicing York Avenue for low to mid-income families. A recent decision has

Doctor of Osteopathy. While working daily led to the changing of the design of all nine homes to incorporate the

with her patients she is also currently finish- ~ concept of “visitability” for people with disability. What's a visitable

ing a Masters of Public Health at the Medical house? A»house that, dluc to good planm_ng from the design stage, can
- . . . accommodate (with alinost no later modifcations), anyone with almost

C.ol!ege of Wisconsin. In addition, she is the any disability. It is a house where friends with disabilities can visit

clinical instructor for the medical school of without discomfort, difficulty or embarassment. To make a home vis-

the University of North Texas Health Science  itable. basic access elements like these will be incorporated:

Center in Fort Worth, and continues to serve

as recruiter and reserve officer for the United -one no-step exterior entrance at the frout, side, or back of

. . .. the dwelling
States.Pu.bhc Health SfrV;ce, where she was -32 inch minimum interior and entry doors
commissioned as Lt. Commander and former-  _reinforced bathroom walls to accommodate grab bars, if
ly served as chief of staff at the Federal needed later
Institute in Fort Worth. -all electrical outlets and envirenmential controls at reachable
Her practice focuses on families, heights
industry and urgent care and encourages -cne-hand faucets and levered door handles throughout
g =)
active, inquisitive participation of the patient These features were recommended by the AARP and will

in his or her treatment. In addtion to her work  bring the properties closer to conformance with the Americans with
with HRA she is a member of numerous med- Disabilities Act. It is estimated that the additional construction cost is

ical associations both locaily and nationally. only 357»? per home. . . .
F'he Vision Arfington homes will enable everyone, including

X people with temporary or permanent mobility impairments, to live
Julia Bessler has been chosen as more safely and independently in their homes as well as visit the
chairperson of the Ayﬁngtgn hoemes of others. There is also the potential for a young family to live

. . : T into their senior years without needing to move because an aquired
Committee on Aging and msablhty, disability requires architectural accommodations. (A National Center

(Part .Of the A.rlingmn Human on Health Statistics 1990 study indicated that at age 65, 41% of our
Service Providers Netwark} remaining expected years of life will be spent with some disabling
following outgoing chair condition).
. The change in design came about when the Arlington
Dr. Rosalie We“; of %;R,? The group Committee on Aging and ‘Disabilit)./ (of the Arlington Human Service
meets every fourt UQSdaY at Providers Network) asked for consideration of the modifications.

HRA. All are welcome. (see page 4)







HRA, a member of the committee, was instrumental in
recruiting loan applicants for a Vision Arlington home that
would be built with these accommodations. The design
modification of all the Vision Arlington homes was a natur-
al extension and was readily embraced.

VISITABLE HOUSING PROJECTS SLOWLY TAK-
ING HOLD IN THE REST OF THE COUNTRY

Projects like the one mentioned above are not
exclusive to Arlington; on the contrary. Some have seen
great success in other parts of the country. Peachcrest Trace
in Georgia is one such model for visitability development.
156 new single-family houses are situated here, on curving
streets surrounded by woods. Every interior passage door
at Peachcrest is 32-inches wide. About 125 of the houses
(over 85%) have front entrances with no steps. Elsewhere
in the country nearly all new houses as well as older ones,
have steps at every entrance. Visitors with mobility impair-
ments literally cannot knock on doors; can’t enter or leave
without team effort and major pre-planning. But Peachcrest
is a place where non-disabled residents who develop a dis-
ability don’t have to move out or do huge renovations. It’s
also a place where a kid can roll a trike into the house at
the end of an afternoon, or where a family can roll in a 300
pound antique bookcase.

Visitability modifications are neither difficult nor

expensive: yet in many areas, and for different reasons,
builders are not inclined to make them. The nearly uni-
versal access in the Peachcrest community came about
because an administrator of the county Housing
Authority, after much discussion, mandated that basic
access be part of any architect’s plan and any bidding
builder’s agreement. But other fights have been more
difficult. Habitat for Humanity has embraced the idea of
visitability and has now recommended that its 1000
affiliates across the country build every house with
basic access. However, the real success of visitability
design will lie in grass routs efforts for education of the
public - and the builders.

Looking for a Million
Greg Smith, Todd Kimball, hosts, On A Roll Radio (cont. page 5)

We are conducting a research experiment to
prove that there are at least one million regular users of
the internet who have a disability or chronic health con -
dition, or a direct and personal interest in disability
issues. The purpose of the research is to justify to the
major media, advertisers, content developers, legislators
and others that we are a viable consumer market and a
political force that cannot pe ignored.

You are invited to visit
http:/iwww.onarollradio.com and be part of the

MOBILITY SYSTEMS OF TEXAS
meenmmeemmm A CCESSIBILITYTO LIFE

Specializing in the Transportation Needs of the Physically Challenged

SALES o

- lete Vehicle Modificati

eZero Effort Steering eWheelchair

and Scooter Lifts ®Electronic Gas

& Braking eLowered Floors
eComputerized Vehicle Functions Pad
eTraditional Hand Controls eRaised Roofs

24-HOUR SERVICE

Electric 3 & 4-Wheel Scooters
i Modification
Ramps - Bathrooms - Power Door Access

qo

2105-A North Boach - Fort Worth, Texas 76111

oo [

Private Insurance May Apply.

TRCeVAePDHS Approved Equipment

(817) 429-1273 Fax (817) 838-0586







Handicapped
Resource
Association
1635-A
W. Division

JOHN/JENNIE DYCUS
3607 SHADY PARK DRIVE
ARLINGTON TX 76013

Arlington, Texas
76012

www address:
http://www.

rampages.onramp.net/~aim/hra

HRA Dallas office: 2501 Oak Lawn, Ste. 670 Dalias 75219 214-559-0993; fax 559-0994
Arlington office: 1635 A W. Division St. Arlington 76012 817-469-1977; fax 461-2334

NONPROPTT ORu,
LIS, Posiar
Pai
ARVINGTON. TN
Priaiy No, 431

>

Yes! 1 would love to join HRA’s efforts by:

__ Volunteering. Please call me.

____FRIEND ($50 contribution). Benefits: Recognition lapel pin, subscription to
The Resource, Annual Report, Recognition in Annual Report and Newsletter.
___SUPPORTER ($120 contribution). Benefits: All of the above, plus an invitation
to the annual December Winterfest, Recognition in the Celebration! HRA Program,
and 2 tickets to the Classic Wheels Car Show.

___PATRON ($240 contribution). Benefits: All of the above, plus 4 tickets to the
Classic Wheels Car Show and an invitation to the Classic Wheels Reception.
___GUARDIAN ANGEL ($1000+ contribution). Benefits: All of the above, plus
admission to the Hospitality Room at the Classic Wheels Show and two tickets to
CELEBRATION! HRA.

Name

Address

City State Zip
Day phone Fax

Please make checks payable to HRA, 1635 W. Division, Arlington, Texas 76012
Please bill me Signature
Amount Enclosed Visa
You may also fax your pledge

Master Card
-461-2334

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR!
RosaLi: WELLS
BOARD PRESIDENT
MEeLINDA HAVRAN :
STAFF
Ouvia Acosta
BETTY BAKER
Jupy BEVERLY
NELLIE HARRELL
RENEE JUDD
JAMIE MCCARTNEY

TerrY RIDLE
DAVE WATSON
MONETTE JOHNSON
NEWSLETTER
Cynmiia BRINK '
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