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WYNN E & W Y N N E 

J{rtttt:gu~ur. <TI2s.aa 

September 27, 1940. 

Re: Still v. Magnolia et al. 

Dr. William Thomas, 
The Terrell State Hospital, 
Terrell, Texas. 

Dear Doctor: 

I am sending you herewith a copy of your 
testimony given in the former trial. 

I don't think your answers can be improved 
upon much, but thought you would like to have them to 
check over and to familiarize yourself with the cross
examination which was given. 

I am going to stress a little more, this time, 
in my examination, c. c. Still's lack of capaeity to 
have or exeTcise judgment in regard to values and his 
lack of capacity to reason about yalues. I think we 
will have an improved case this time, though we really 
had them licked last time except for the sinkers on the 
jury. 

We will want you in Henderson Tuesday morning, 
the 1st of October. Philip Brin will call you either 
Monday or Monday night, if for any reason the case isn't 
going to be tried. He will also see you Saturday to ask 
you about one point that we didn't cover before. 

AGW-L. 

With best wishes, I am, 

Very truly, 
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nd 1 t oap oi y were you connected with it t that ti• , 
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I went to west Texas. in the gen ral prao 1 0 . 
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Until about the time ot the r. 

D1d YOU•• 

No; in 1911 I want back to errell. 

ou t back to Terrell in l9ll. 
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' t 1 ., . ict did that cover 

A or th """·""""T"~1 o ernment and 1 r C 

1d Arkan 

What were your duties 1n oha of that district in 

o ment al and nervous tien 

I g nere1 supervisi on ot th n u ro 1o e ro 1 hout 

thi ter t ory-. 

How long did you continue in that poaltion? 

A Until 1927. 

Q. 

Q 

A 

Then in 1927 where did you go and in wh•t oapao1t7' 

I went back to work ror th State as Super ntendent ot the 

.Rusk te Hospital. 

llo l o di you tay as superintendent of th 

o pi 1? 

11 e ore tea e r • 

·OU t h l -trom 1927 to about 19 

air. 

Then did you o? 

sk 

nt •o 

0 i tal. 

errell as Superintendent ot the Terrell t 

en you were in Rusk out ho many we. the aYerage DUllber 

o p tient under your care aupe"1e1on t r 

A There ,bout 2.00 ai the time I left th· r Slld about 1200 

when I went there. 

Twelve hundred when you went there and about 2100 when you 

lett? 

J. Yes air. 

Q re they unde your care aad. perv1s1on as Superintendent 

or e Hosp! 

A a air. 
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I did. 
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That 1 I belie 1t is th econd. 
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1938. 
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en your 1r exaaination, 1 eui t was tiled on lanual"7 

26th, our fi r , e t1on o:r o the tin h aui 
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h 1 t nee did you e Mr. t ill t t 

t Mr. De.Tis' • 

r. • • Da ? 

A es air. 

Thi he 

A ea air. 

anyone phon•4 you to ask you to exami him betor 

Mr. Darts brought h1a up there, it you reaem , or 

written you? 

A I don't remeaber when you first mentioned it to me r 

whether it was by phone or 1 tter; no, I am not right cert 1 

about t .at. 

t ver -- whoeTer it that made th rangemen 1 

e hilll to etermine , hi con di t1 on, did ::>u not 

I did. 

o tor, expl · to the Jury wha you d and t y 

examine pati ent of that kind 

1 , it em'raoes rather lengthy n tion 1 ou 1 o 

the hi and eX8Jline p p rl7; it must be taken iat a .·ooun 

the · l ical condition, the hr og1 l condition and 

any int rv n depraTi es and lln o any +-TPe or na 

rough.out a person' it • he rst enerally 1~ 

tat of h ical examination; the el1m1na ion or pat holoaical 

oonditions that aight have any earing u 011 t nervous a7• t 

or the JI.ind; eliminating those thing• then it is a quest on ot 

i n back prac ~i ally bi I or rly hav 

history or what hiatory you can support the t1n41JW• on at the 

time or the •x~nation, alcing it up then through teats and 

questioniag t og t r w1,h n r lo cal ti n rega d 

speoiallJ the mental aot1T1t or reaction in the abaeno~ or 
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Id o y , 1 0111, y , and :fduat1ons ot teeblem.inded and morons. 

Abo t what you do figure a moron to be, doctor; about what 

mental capaoit7 would he have? 

A H ou d ordiaaril7 ~-d tr011 l to 14 or 15 years. 

do you find Charlie Still to be with regard• o t 

A 

e ~ 1d1oey, babacll t7 or e. moron·. I b- e1 th 

one of th. 

He is Jn the 1mbec111o class; teeblem1nded. 

Doctor, in that class in those fam.i11eJ,.is it uusual to 

find th ,ongol1an type, or What we oall the Mongol18.'1 

idiot; will you observe 1;h1s young lady? 

Y r. 

, . ank ou; down 
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the J1u7 whether or not that 1a a tn,ieal 

ram.117 trai o are ell1 thea about; It 

ooJtc llk•. typic :t le o't 

A I ·, ·ou.ld like to , 1t7 any explanation or 't.hat; it is not 

always but it 1 generally th case nd rtieul rl7 in 

feeble minded people, that you have what we find and see out-

an 1 · f:l • what 1 known "ip.a... , la.a. ~ development 

facial and bodily irregularities and abnormal conditions th~ 

crop ou among the e·teeble.minded peopl in aevent7 t1ve or 

ei. r cent ot o • 

11 you look at th littl lady they ve J•at bl'Ought 1n 

and explain to th- J\lry ?beth · or not ·that is an e ?l o 

what ou are talkiJlg about as tar 

ing at i.er? 

you can tell from l 
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ould you expect one o~ that type to be able to learn Terr 

muoh in school and to learn to read and write e.nd to go on 

up through ohool t 

Tha ot course depends on their oapaolt7 and that d r or 

of development that the min4 '&Y haYe reached but 

number of children out or fam1l1e or that class you woul 

not find more than one out ot five or aix maybe who would or 

ould take an education. 

I the child did attend school several years an4 b n unabl 

to earn 1 A, B, C' s would you think that would b 

xa:mple of what you are talking about? 

. tis about the eighth or a lo\ them • 

bout e.n 

D you later on examine llr. till a aeoond till• at my reque t, 

A I did. 

Di4 t ex8Jlinat1on oontirm your fir•t opinion and 

ill the way through; , • 

Q 111 you tell the jur71 now, Dootor, whether or not C. o. Still 

i s in t ol ,S con41t1o 

(Mr. Ledbet~er: Your Honor, we obJect, we submit tha~ 

that is not the p~oper teat. 

( r. 

save time. 

• • 111 a minut, 11 · thd that and 

Q Doctor, in the hum.an mind are there 8Jl1' elements with regar 

to qualit7 end quantity? 

-9-



r 

of 

• 

• 

(luant1tJ 11 

• teebl•1n4ed 

• 

rUcular 

1 C 

1r. 

of ·our 

r 

( 

tb.e t.ion. 

0 , 

I t it Y9rJ 1h11 

C • ebl • 

CR 

( Leabet )-

• l -- ' 0 

... 

is 

4 

n 

d 

0~ • 

U 0 l 

quality without t4ty 

t l 

t2 . 1 7 o 

t -o are 

• 

11 an o T 

euce e! :,ou 

d.. 

or t , I 

1 

n other .ord an 

• 

• • 1 

0 

1 

t 



Q. 

A 

A 

0 tha wOllld Juati:t'J a elief or an opinion that t 

h ... cal epra.vi ty to wh.1oh we might attribut 

wealme 

0 1• , thologieal sen~ . 

o, no ou standing tholoc,-, , 1 • 

. At do you mean by th 

11, you woul haTe embraced in that the neurotic die 

nc oond 

oulosis an 

ot t h 

ons and •nh111 or h c l 1 r•bili ty o tub·. -

o t i g diseases that b n about th 

i oal b, 
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-,J • 

I li e ou found no ps ohoai , 

plain o · Ju- st you 1ean · tha 

J oho is 1 that term that 1 pli to depra-Yed 

ot n otherwi or noraal mind in Wb.1 oh ordina·, · :i. l 

~ find elu ons or hallucinations end so on; th e a 

con er 0 o upset in other 8, it 1' 

ree on or 4epra-Ye4 11f-8Btal capacity tr011 a mind tha~ formerl7 

was en average or nome:l n1Jl4. 

r on 1at o payohoais is , person 1 

oond1t1on of what the ordinary layman would cell crasJ? 

I think so. 

It 1 about as n rr en valent a we · ve in the ord1aary 

language? 

That br1 us back as to th· sta of mind that is to 

aeparat• it and the condition or th result 1 a qualit t1ve 

or a quant1tat1Te proposition. 

- OU round no peyoho is? 

I found o ie7ohot1c oon4it1on. 

Q How, dootor, on your examlnatio -- our fir ton was Octob 

27th, 19: , I believe you testified 
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A e • 
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twas not continuous 1:n ion but he s , rs und 

our observe . on during that time? 

It ~ exc pt tor bout \h1fty .minutes off at lunch tiae. 

o , ,h ecoad examination, when . that, Dootor 

on't rem.•ber, I 

( ... L dbetter· 

sorry I do not have that exact dat~. 

111 you show him his report on that 

(. r. Wytm.ei e did not·mue er on the last 

on. 

(The 1tn . . here wa. o l n to r po· t oth ~r- than 

tact that his oondition 

r rst examinat on. 

Ao t when wa that, Dootor? 

I lieve that sin 

year would b l 

I t · rould be · 939, e • 

o long was --

a identical with tha th 

1 think it was either the l tter part ot Deifemb,~r or tlie 

r17 part or J81lu&rJ. 

Where did you see Vr. Charli 

At 'l'errell. 

.t hospital? 

111 at that tiae? 

.A. es. 
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Q 0Yer what period ot time did you see him that tiae? 

A For two or three hours. 

Q Now then at that time did he oome up there by himeel:r? 

A No sir. 

Q Who brought hill that tillle? 

A Judge Wynne, I don ' t know if there was some oth6r party 

along or not, I think there was Judge WyDD.e and aaybe 

so?Qe other one . 

Q Do you know Mr . DaTi s? 

A Yes sir. 

Q He brought Mr . Still up there the first tirae , didn ' t he? 

A I think eo. 

Q Don't you know he did? 

A Yes; I know that to be a ta.ct but who el.ae I 4on ' t remember 

about that. 

Q The second time in December of 1939, who brought Kr. Still 

up theree 

A. I believe Mr. DaTis and Kr. Wynne both, I believe were along 

at that time but I coUld not be positive about that. 

You do not remember any other member of the f811lily that was 

along at either time? 

A No, I don' t know, I just could not aay. I think some other 

parties were along though . 

What was the character of the examination you aade the second 

t ime? 

A Well, it was rat~r a caiue.l physital examination \here and 

rather s re-checking or ·ay former mental and aeurologioal 

examination. 

Now, Doctor, as to the casual phyaical examination you round 

about the same condition ex1at1ng that you had round before 

and that was negatiTe was i t ? 

- 15-



A r otlc ly so. 

AD.d h 

I~ 

· our neurol·. c l exutination? 

A ti• l tiv; h 

at either time. 

not ,-euro 

Dootor, tell the Jury what 7011 . by negati ' 

A No neurological 1ym.pt011a were elicited that were looked 

upon 1 lilly e1gn1t1oanoe or bearing as regard• hi aental 

stat. 

Q And then as tar a hie mental state was oonoern.ed did you 

give him. any additional te•t• at that time? 

A I think nothing more thu I ha4 the t1rat tille. 

Q Did you. 1ve hiJll the aeJlle thiaga :rou 414 the first time 

or 

Ro, it 

briet 

different? 

pl."aotioally same examinatl but in a more 

er. 

, if I g it, 

that that ? 

A His mental te in general, yea. 

t disoloaed what we might or41aar117 oall how u 

intelligence he had? 

Yea; having eliainated in my opinion t payollotio or orsmlie 

inTol vem t and 1 t , r7i ·t arr1 ve at his aoi t7 and 

in ec lnal. 

Q rom. an emuaunation? 

A es eir. 

Now, then was that in part orgaaio? 

A No. 

Q None? 

Ho. 

It was then as to his tuno~ions -- hi ental funot,ion1? 

A ental, 7ea. 



~ l t\anotion the oorreot word? 

A ell, th oa lty I 1;!11nk th mental oapao1ty I think would 

more e1e,rl7 expre it. 

~ I partly roping tor erms • 

..l I 1 to the ·uction.irag or from th,' :tunotioning or the mind 

you arrive the oapacit7 ot th1Dge it that ts or any 

aeai e ,o you. 

Q Now then, the tunot1oa1ag ot the mind then 1• anything that 

a man :miibt do to 41scloae how his m1n4 produoes that, 1• 

that approxilllately oorreot 

The ~eaotion .and the behavior as a reaul.t ot the aot1on ed 

how he responds and behaTea to stimulation -- that 1 

funotiOJling o~ th mind ant we all reepond and reaot to 

mental stimulation. 

Q asnt a mental st1mulation as it I look here and that makes a 

pioture on ay then into my brain an I eay that 'this 

is blaok hat or a blue ha , tha migh be what 7ou would 

o 11 a etim.ulue to \he brain? 

A That would be fairly noraal reaotion. 

~ I thank you dootor, ihen 1 was some euch a ,est as that, 

an additional tes that J'O\l g&Te •o Mr. 3\111 

Yes; invol't1.ng 4e4uo,1on, reaaof.1Ja&. ~~dgm.ent, reaollon, 

store ot aoq111re4 knowle4g• an4 ao torth. 

Now then, auoh a teet as that tor a person that baa learned 

to read and write is not the seme aa that tor a pereon who 

hae not 1 rne4 io rea4 , or a o,hor wor4a you do 

not give the same tests to a oollege a\udent that you would 

g1Te too. c. Still, TOQ? 

A You could not attar you haTe eparated thea. 

-15-



Q ill right. 

A In the end it is the same thing too, that is the principle 

1nTolTed woul4 be the s8Dle. 
~ 

~ e principle inTolYed then 1s the reaction or the mind to 

th~ atim.ulus we will say to the ear, or the teeling or o 

th ouoh ud real.lJ lat•ly they haTe added m&ll7 othe R.T8 

that 1apress1ons reaoh 1nd1T14uals, haTen't theJ'T 

A e reaot to allot the senses. 

Q But the most comm.on ia the e7e, isn't it? 

ell, I don't know about that. 

Q ell, that 1s one or the one• -- I WOJlt put the mos\ oommon 

one but that is one ot ~h 00111110n onea? 

A Ye, that 1 one ot the mean of stilllula\ion reaching the 

brein. 

Q And one ot \he common ones is also through the ear? 

·A Yes sir. 

Q. And like, r w1 thout looking, I say the word "clock" that 

enters your ears and makes an lapre•aion on yof.r brain, 

doesn't it? 

A Yes. 

~ Thal is fairly norm.al through th ears, isn't it? 

A Yes sir .. 

Q Then it another, it I oloae •Y eye• here or put it oTer here 

and ask someone \o put sometb.1118 in •T hand - someone ot you. 

put something in my han.d here - an}"One about the table can 

do it - now, 400\or, it I aay thi is 

1 a tairl7 good reaotion from touch? 

J.. Yea. 

fount 1 pen, tha 

That aets In ay mind 

pl'Operly hidden? 

Yes. 

my touah, it JA7 eyes are 

-11-



.And th _pro rl h dden but you 1 he.v to t 

word 'tor t were pro er hidden• wont 

A Y s • 

.And it they, re noL prop rlJ h1dd · it would g st r on 

your m1Bd troa your e •1 

A y • 

le it some such tests 

teat his senses? 

that that you ve r . Still to 

Y , that is o d in the neurological examination. 

Then he oan see e.nd it will register on his mind aay the, 

thi is ha or tha is a boo or some other 10h thing, 

oan he? 

s. 

In your t 

A es, b~- let me get it clear it I may. 

All r1 • I Ju trying to understand it. 

A That 1-" a r from the oapacit or th~ mind t ta throu 

h en e o~ h 1nst1not as any other normal anillal bout 

mind l will r pond to those things end I donst W8ll 

to be understood to a that that is th way I measure th 

capaoitT ot mind it ou will exouae me for that. 

1: s, I will but 1ou because I th t d cal.le 1 a 

black hat and beoau•·e I t t this and called it fouatain 

pen that it shows I _do not have a.ny int•l!igenee or sense? 

o, it shows that t.hoae two factor of the ena are intact . 

If I should look ao ss there at that diatan.ce and point to 

the picture there on the wall and I could read it at that 

d1stanoe and properl 4 or1be twas over th re that would 

indicate t a' least the photographic part of m1 mind 1 

all right? 

A Tb.at you were not blind. 

-17-



Q Tha is all? 

A t tha ens was operatin -. 

Q Now then 1n addition to that you did some ot \hose t f ng 

or allot those things th hi.11. -- did you do tha+ ? 

A Because in a nwrol cal condition if your eye sight is at 

fault you would ilmnediatel7 or you might think of ayphllis 

or any 1a\hological. oondi tion that of itself a!ght be 

responsible tor a weakened or an incapacitated mind. 

A 

Q 

Q 

Or in other words a lack or opportunity tor the iapulses to 

com into the mind and you ch,oked that? 

Yes; aome intert~renoe with their registering. 

In hi ne~rologioal enae -- you fOUDd Yr. c. C. Still's 

sight r stered all ~ight? 

Very good. 

And you round Li hearing r 

; so far a it d b 

·c ou found t the ouch o 

I mean his sense of tou~I? 

at 

ri 

d all r1 t 

• ye.-- , 11 or th 

r. c. • t11 al.l 

·enses. 

_·t; 

Why there was not anything there may be some detect 1n hi 

~t or in hi hearing but not e.aything enough that it could 

be accepted· a haT1ng a bearing on his mental condition. 

Tpt 1a what I mean. 

Yes, sir. 

Q In other words 111t, are all the same when it oomes to the eye 

sight? 

Bo sir. 

We are not? 

A Nqt normally. 

Q Or to the touoh? 

A Bot nonu.117. 
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Q, t e · w s no ·tn su -normal about Mr. C. c. Still in thoa• 

respect .t o 1 be ot s1gn1t1canoe in this examination? 

t o; not anything that would be aooept 

aign1t1cant bea.rlng on his mental capac1 ty. 

e 

don't y u 

·noth · simple kind of test that you 

Ute sort or craek th knee like that· 

A That is the reflex. 

Q. fhe renex? 

Yes; deep and sup•~ticial reflex. 

In other words, it you or somebody else hits that Jm.ee and 

I kick up a l1ttl . bit you would say what? 

Do you the s1gn1t1cMce ot it? 

~ Ye.; that 1 my retlerl 

A It woul be hyper-active or reu rded or sluggish. 

A 

ut that o 8 ho 

in.sane but 1 t mi gh be 

Per , no. 

r t 

caus.e? 

OD in t 1 e or 

o 1thou.t me .., . U ;J .-o c time you likewise eat all 

ot th~ senses and m.ethoda ot te•ting the sensor stimuli trClll 

the outsi, e into the brain, didn' you, or p.raotically? 

I did oiently t. s i sty .elf that ere was no 

pathological oon41t1 ,. 
.... 

That 1 what I ting at. other~ r , em not 

quarreling with you io whai. extent o · did lt and how long 

you might haTe done that and 1 might heTe been only b7 

f1aahi : yo•r hand 1a rront of hl tace a to his eyes and 

you might hne stoo4 behind him and call,ed out a word and 

he oould hear it but you sat! tied yoaraelt. 

A Yes; I sat1 tied ayselt. 

Q I expect you tapped hill on the knee? 

J. Yes. 

Q And you foun , that all right·. 



Q d eo on ii. th all ot them and ,-ou found those eenses all 

r1 t 

A Yes. 

Q. T. en you said that -o tar a the en ire ywioal. condition 

pd the entire nevologioal oon41t1on you round noth ot an 

apparen enernal nature whioh would lesd YO'll io believe or 

to oall o. c. Still 1n•aa•? 

J.n7 ps,-ohoais. 

I might haTe uaed the W'l"Ollg word? 

A No organic condition 1e oorreot. 

Q Now, doctor, tell the Ju17 then exaotly what teats 1n detail 

_ou gave him to detel'lline -- I will use the word t'\motion or 

th• resulting quality ot his in elleot that is out .. ide from 

those thiags we haTe already talked about and those t ta? 

Having eli.Jllinated the question of any organic oond1t1on then 

th more recent involvement or a man's mind or aberrations or 

abnonaal .tate, it ia necessa y then Just to take up a series 

of questions that oover tairl7 well his entire aot1rtt1. 

throughout his period of lite; that 1s, his entire period, 

beginning with reasonlq, Judg•eat, and hie ability to acqv.ire 

and store up knowledge and his observations and to obse"e how 

and what it r•gister• o~ the mlltd of an7 kind or \ype, so 

:far as t,hat goes, and without going into detail, I guea 70u 

dont mean that. 

I mean not in general, but as t o your teats on c. c. Still 

in partioular. I do not mee.n what it la neoessary to do in 

;eral, but el1.lll1nating all or thoae things I hn- gone 

thrO\lgh about the eyeeight and all ot those things and the 

feeling, and so.on, what a441tional kind or te• t, that 1s. 

what additional mental test did you give so get th qualit7 

and in telling that and in giving the picturef that 1s what 

I am dri Yi ng at, what you used w1 th hilll, what· did 7ou uee w1 th 

him"l 



It is la l t er or questioning and his reactions ,o a 

s ries- o qu stioning through any ud every fie1d that you 

can oarry a man 

ideration 

, ~eoauae you haTe to take into oon

there an I must qual.1 fy some as I go 

aloug w1 th this it I do tha: , beoau e 7011 haYe you malingerers 

who may a •P' and expert in thoae thaga, and his 

emotional powera, well a• c iD.g emd getting ma4 and hi 

reaction to grief and things ot th.a~ type; thoee are 

which conoeru. Tery Jl&rkedly individuals with nak o who are 

t bl•inded and on some 1 t does not more than. r egiater • so 

to begill th, first o all, ou try to tind out what his 

behavior was, as near as you can during h1s oh1ldhoo4 and 

even back 1n,o - - -

But what I run getting at, did you ask: c. C. Still about thos 

matters. I am getting at exactly what you did there, not 

what you ought to do bu Jus 'What did you ask C. o. Still 

and d1 . y-ou ask hiJD the que ions and those thiqa you ar 

talking about 

I asked him when he was boni; to b egln with were he was 

born, who his parents were and how many oh1l,4ren, what his 

rather or what his brothers and sisters did, how tar \bey 

ever got in sohool. how DlllOh education they were ever bl 

to take and I included h•• himself, in thoae things, and how 

early he begtpl to mix with other ohil4ren, an4 what gamea he 

played. and it he partioipated in thoae things that we~e normal 

and expeoted or the r ob1ld; what age h begu b ~ 

res bili 

to. his at,t 

abo1.J1' tb.e plaoe an4 troa that on through then 

pt to tend school and that or other m•bera 

his parots and into his 

adaptability or how he maintained hhlaelt with other children 

and oomparing ·that with the Terage Age or the ayerage oh114 
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and ,u1ng thos things up on through into adolescence 

and hie development and when pubic hair began to show up 

and ertdences ot manhood or adolescence took place and 

it is e a.me thin s with f l es when they begin 

menstruating and through then to h1a beginning ot uy 

how muoh courtship he had and on into when he launched 

out onto hi own resources and how lons he WO\lld atay on 

this Job Bild how long he would stay on that Job and what he 

'thought was the most iaportant work he did and how muoh 

money he might have had in the bank at any one time and 

what was his obJeot tor saving end acquiring property or 

er having oY')11ng ahead and how he looked upon that and 

then his relat1onah1p that he might have had or his ~ttitud 

towar members or h1s fam.ilf and that ot other people end th 

way it concerned his regard ~or his neighbors and the public 

in general and his general speot on aooi•tY, aohooling, 

ohuroll• religion, lawa and on up and don on those and more 

su0Jeots and in later ears the managaaent ot his own affairs 

and whether or not h ever did aayth1ng in this ype ud olaas .... 

that it might have been poaeible tor hia to go ahead in a auccesaful 

manner aad make a o c tie~ and to appreciat the intent 

ad purpose ot the law and hi idea as to rtligiou• matters 

and if he 1s able to 10 on and handle bla own affairs in a 

suooesatu.l manner or whether or not somebody had been ateer1.ag 

him along through this period ot time and wh•ther or not he 

had been a1"tected speoiall.7 or mat rlally h death O'(" 

those mistorteee that might b• ealoulated to bring about 

in an average person a change in their lite od attitude 

and then with t.bat as you go along with his lite how much 

oapaoity he has for benefit out ot his experiences through 

the •rlier perio4s or· his lite and allot those \hiqa taken into 
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oonslderation, hi 

intuition to 

Judpen, hi n and his own 

out and developing ideas and thought 

ot his own and ether lt was in 11 very aa.tiataotory- manner 

or not es blishing the -eTel ot the mental. oapaoity 

o what i known '-he mental leTel. ludg, does that give 

you any intormation on that 

· , and I want co ask you 07:1e or two more questions. You 

got that hi- tory and that information troa c. c. Still, didn•t 

you 

A· I corroborated it, eve17 bit of it as tar aa iould be beoauae 

that 1e a requirement and unless you can tind it is nb• 

tantiated with those thiq• it is without effect but th.oa

th1ng• that enter into every man's lite. 

I am not trying to be facetious but 1n that you sot t h 

information tram C. c. Still, didn't you? 

A Ye• nobody was present but he and •Y••lt at the exaalnat on 

tor that period o~ time. 

That is what I was getting at. Now, you have never tre,te4 

him, have ;fO\l? 

J. No, sir. 

Q As his tudly ph7aiolan, or otherwise, haTe you? 

A. No sir. 

He was brought to you tor the purpose or exaainat1on OD.lyt 

A That is it. 

Q You mentioned many thi.Dgs there which, we might say, sums ap 

into how he adapts him.aelt into hi aurrou4iqs od eooiet7 

and that is one ot the beat teets ot all, lsn•t it? 

Bis atti ude and moYement in society 1 on ot t e thing• 

that has 1 ticanoe. 

Q And particularly in relation to eoonomio aoqu1•1t1on? 

A No, I would not ••7 that would be next. I think sooiet7 

and thoae tbiqa ud hi• appreciation of those things tor 

which aooie\y studs tor and whioh law atanda tor lllld hi• 
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in;erpretation and eTaluation of the law and or domestic 

affairs and his relationship to his t81l1ly and ohuroh and 

government and the camaunity would be next. 

ou did not find that r. c. c. Still had ever had any olaah 

th the law, 4id you . 

I believe Tery little. I don't think so. I think he came 1Jl 

contliot wi\h the law yery little. In taot c. c. Still knows 

sigh\y little about the law or wily we haTe ohurohes or lawa. 

Re knows that there are suoh thi.Dgs as churohea and lan but 

they are 11.llply things to him and that ls ftbout the extent 

ot his appreciation and underatandiq of it. 

Q You do not tell us that you discarded how well he got along 

in aupporting hiaaeir during his life, 4o you? 

A How is that? 

Q In your examination and in arrirtng at your conclusions did 

you discard the infol'm.&tion as to how well he npported 

him.Belt and his ffilllily? 

A Ky obJect in that --

Q I am not trying to get taoetioua with you now, doctor. 

A I know. No, I did not diaoard it but I took it into account 

with the other thiaga. 

~ It i a very illportant mat~er to take into aooount, 1an't it? 

A One's attitude on econ0111o o01l4~tiona, I should •1 yea. 

And boiling it down as to how well he auata1ne4 hiaselt in 

lite and his taailT ia'· very important? 

A I would aa.7 1•• as o his ettorts 81ld intention• beoaus 

llisfortune would oertain alter things. 

In other words you s a7 that al tho\lg}l he has some efforts 8.Jld 

intentions m.1stortue aight haT• preveated that? 

A I say misfortune may alter that and to get a se.tiafacto?T 

opinion on that 7ou must aearoh out a person•• attitude and 

poaition as regard• those things ucl how he aooepta ih•. 



en it I malte :ray quest on olear as a total reau.lt ot 

tha 1 t l important to know how well he was woce at"\tl 1n 

and supporting himself and his . taaily'? 

' ell, I think that would be a part or that but in oonneotion 

th that ou would have to take in pret.t.7 well all of these 

other things and how be arriTed about those ~hlnga 9d how 

much guidance b,- had, it 8.ll}", or who proteoted hiDl. 

Q And it would be e.n important part about it? 

A Ytts sir. 

Q Now, skipping this eoonom.io part tliat I waa on, Dootor, encl 

oomi.Qg from the properi7 to the oonveraation, yo~ did haTe 

conversations with Kr. Still? 

J. Ye sir. 

" And you Judged hlll trODl them? 

A 

Q 

e il". 

And you said here volutar.i],J, 0 fl,Ualit7 

you have to ve th o o a.tion ot th person you are e:aam-

i in in order to make those teats, don't 7011? 

'!'hat 1s the reason I mentioned about the aaling•rera, eoause 
-

you have to satisfy' y-ouraelf it 7ou want to arri'f'e at a 

aatistactory opinion or conoluaion. 

es. 

And it he balks, ae is r entoy the oa e in many ot th 

details that ;rou are trying get then you oannot rely on 

him. 

T e -\his, t one 1 b•iaa tested and saye he dont. remember 

then there is not any sat1ataotoey way by wb.ioh you 0811 test 

lriletber he does remember baok ten or fifteen yeare prior 

thereto exoept his OWl'l statement. 

If you go on with anyone and oarrJ" them through enough to 

arouse their emotions or get them mad or come up on the other 

a14e ot them in some way there will b.e other things that we 

oan get an opiaion on as to whether tlle7 r em1eab,er or not. 



Q 'ell, now let us ee about that. 

A I will aay you c en then. 

I was not J p · over the 8Jllot1ons, doctor, but we are 

Just pas th up tor the pr sent? 

I beg your pardon, but I want to be as clear as I oan. 

e were p , on the intelligence and that ie not the 

emotions and ·, ... at might arrect it, might it not•, 

J. IUght I come b ok and aa:r that that is one or the way•. 

Q Yes; I was aaking tou it you did not Juctie ot hi intslleot 

by the conversations and the e c ions which he gave those 

conversations plus the answer· and plus allot your other 

exem1nat1ons that you •aid you ueet on him? . 
It covers that ~nt1re rie1 1 beoauae 0•?1i•inl7 we 

be ble to e.c ept s.n answer on a 11.llited sphere. 

d not 

Now then, a man Ytilo oan tell a connected reaaonable corr-elated 

story or relate an e tend· the reasons is an indication ot 

e.n ordered no 1:ad, sn' t r 

I uld tit ha8 its b r , yes, and that 

part or the te-t in whioh you go back oTer the •tories. 

Q Now then oom1ng apeo1f1oally then, that is 1t, within the 

period ainoe 1931, c. c. till has appeared in Court on the 

w1 t.ness stand, and. under oath in reapoaae to questions ot 

lawyers and it he ha answered thos questions and has 

parried. with the lawyer• e.nd has given oonneot •torr 
of a business transaction 1nolu4i~ the puroh"llH ot propert7 

and the oonaiderat1on d ero s r rds th 

boundaries of his property that is en 1nd1oet1on or an ord•rl7 

normal aind, len•t it? 

A That indicates some oapaoity. 

Q But you will not say that it indioa~ea a norm.al mind? 

A I could not, no air, not Juet from ~at of itaelt. 



b Tery s1 1 ~ cant wou.ldn·'" it• Doc o 

A I ·ou d think so. 

Q Dootor, I haven't ake4 :,ou one thing; I forgot my not a 

ov look o. that; hat is nothing unusual tor someone 

to torget even at"ter_haTing the notes on it, is 1tr 

A I should aa7 not. 

Q It still does not ahow me to be ent1rel7 sub-aomal, 4oe- it 

Dootor? 

A No, sir. 

I believe you said that 1 t was the usual thing tor children 

in fua.111es where there are imbeciles to be illlbeciles. o 

what extent? You said something of one out or tiTe or six 

bu I don't know which way you had the percentage figured, 

one out of five or six that had o 

sense or one out of five or aix that did not haTe good sense. 

i d no oa -our · raotion? 

I id s x or t, I think. 

l l, it you did I wrote 1 down here then. · Well, I 

wont take the time to get the reporte to go back: to look it 

u tor me but you say it 1s eix or eight now and now tell ua 

how that percentage ia? 

I aid more tre4uen l more otten where you find teeble-

1nded ohil4ren ~ollowing -- I oh114ren rollowing tram 

feeble minded parents they are o to tollow th ; original 

stook. 

Q. s. 

A More than you find th. 1n organic oases or payohoaia where 

they have delusions and are man.lace and th depressed stat 

and it runs 1n the tne teeblem1nde4 person. I am not oin 

to back this exactl7 on the tigurea beoaua I don't r-..-.ber 
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what th figures s.r but I should say that six ou\ ot bt 

hose children · l be IJ18rke4ly det1o1ent or with some 

stigmata. 

Q ~ en six out or eight children of imbeciles woul likewise 

b imb•oilee or d have a atigmatio condi ion 

A It is aome~h•re in that Tioinity. 

Q Somewhere in that Tio1n1ty 1s a bou right? 

J. Tb.ere will be more or them than you t'in,d in any other tl"Ue 

mental condition. 

Q K7 sritb.llletio aayB that six out ot eight is sevent7-tiv 

percent, 1s that correct? 

That le not tar from what I es'\iaate 1 t to be. 

And sevent7-tiTe per cent would be · im.beoiles or WO\lld haT 

some stigmatic condition? 

A It runs generally up Tery high. 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION 

(Exaained by r . Wynne)-

Q Now, Doctor he asked you about it you treated Charlie Still 

and the things that is the matter with Charlie Still. Is 

there any reatment for that? 

A Not for his mental oon41t1ou. 

Q Ia that mental condition that has grown worse or ha he 

d 1t thl70Ughout hi lite? 

A In the main it is an inherent proposition, a laok ot normal 

development, he stopped ther 1 e.n inoapaoit7 and he 

has been that way trom birth or rather I mean tram early 

years. 

Q Now, he aeked you bout J ~9U.'•Q-t --

(Mr. Ledbetter, I dont think so, did I uae that wor41 

(Mr. ne: Yes, I marke4 it down here as ju4gm•' an4 

also es to JD.iXing. -

(Mr. Ledbetter: ill right. 



I t t e ou oun Oharl.1 Still o be• is that \y , 

tb t t C J 

Up \o o y --

(Mr. Led etter: fe object to that as be! partioul.arly 

oall n tor onolu•lon and 1 1 · condemned b7 the 

cas aayiD.g that ou cannot g1Te a ooncluaion Which is one 

ot taot end o 1 and whioh inTadea th• proT1noe or the j•ry. 

(The Court: The objeotion 1• auatain•4• 

(Mr. Wynne . Kot our exception. 

Q Now. dootor, that type ot man that you haTe expla1ne4 about 

wha~ is usual 1th _ em ··th regard to etayiag ai one plaoe 

or linn at one plaoe or m.oTln.g bout at nrioua plaoea, 

what 1a heir uaual. a t1tu4e about that? 

el , s 1eraJ. rule the are not Te?7 atal>l • They are 

ot T tabl in oy reap c; y •hitt about beoau•e 

they tail to make adequate adjustments, eoonom1oal, f'1nanc1al 
' 

or otherwise a:nd the7 b eoome d1asat1ef1e4 od nearly all 

always drifters mor· or less and tha7 oarry diaaatistaotion 

in their breasts. 

Q Bow are 'the7 when they are ohil4ru with regard. to aixing 

and ain&liag with other nol'llal ehildreD.? 

A enerally theydoat beoaus • not ao nmoh ot their own ohoioe. 

but na,urally as they haTe begw,. to get up in years because 

th91 are pushed out. 

~ Pushed out b7 the otller obildren? 

A Yes, out the o\b.er children~· 

Q Now, how are they With reference to talking, or what, until 

you ask them soa.thing; that is man ot this type? 

A They aay e either. 

Q What? 



" 

hey 1 h r; you ak ce or th t· •bl -

nded p. o l e and you 11 find o of th are tal.kera; 

as a general rule though, when one 1a given to t.hat, he is 

rather to the extreme, and then the other one will be more 

seeluaive and shut 1n; th are rather pronounoe4 in that, or 

rather in that reapeot.. 

It is aooo ding to which t e 1 is as to whether 1t 1• 

the talkatiTe or the retiring type? 

A Yee air. 

Q ow, he asked you about eoonoay and you said it W8a aooor41.ng 

to what was done with re:r renoe to p141ng hia; What did you 

mean by that? 

A I think I ted t t the econcaic oondit1on or l it7 or 
m t l u1. necessarily tak in and haTe to •-

brace those taotor• in arrirtng at a conalua1on lt this man 

1d mone7 or haTe capacity to be succesafltl in h 

field would be wheth r or not he would be s,dded beoaus 

most or thea are rather subject to and rather seek the 

guidance ot somebody that they plaee oont14enoe in and as a 

rule that the aTerage person woul4 ehy around; ln other words 

they are eaaier pray tor financial. vandalism than are any 

other field. 

Do th · or not uaually listen to th men that 

depending on? 

y are 

A During that period of time, yes, and then are liable 

to fall out w1 th him and want to go t;o somebod.y- el•e; that 

is gene 1 the case. 

What ould be their oapaoity tor ph7aioal laboT under pidanc 

or without gu14anoe or either way? 

A Tb are as endu 1 a any person and a lot ot them are more 

so beoause they have been cammitt d o it an.d nothing elae. 

-30-



., .. ., 

In your expet-iinee in oharge or the inau.e asylum at Terrell 

and also at Ruak what 1• your experience with ret renoe to 

the pa emte there, insane or otherwise pertoming farm 

labor under the direction of other people -- can they do 

that? 

A Many or them., many ot th•. 

Q That type ot pa\ient, even \he type ot patient you 4es1gnate 

Charlie Still as, a teeblem1n4•d person 1s he capable ot • 
laboriq on the tam? 

Yes, he may aot al.ways make as sat1sraoto?T a band es othel"a 

but s far as oarrying on ordinary labor, he woul4go right 

along. 

R X - 0 R O S S J:XA.14 l N A'l' ION 

(Exeained by Kr. Ledbetter)-

Q I believe one more question, doetor on th matter that he 

brought out; at leaat, dootor, does the aartng ot aoney 

that a person mi-ght make trom bis labor ind to ate a nomal 

eoud mind? 

A It would have a1p.1f1oanoe but I would not 118llt to •1 yes 

or no to that and restriot myeelt. 

Q I wouldn't either, Dootor, but it would be Tery iaportaat. 

wouldn't it? 

A It would be taken into consideration, oertainlr, that with 

his oonsideration in an equal regard with hie eTaluat1on of 

other activities and factors 1n bis lite. 
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