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SPEECH. 

The bill making appropriations for the support of the Army being untler consideration in Com
.mittee of the Whole House on the State of the Union-

Mr. TH URMAN said : 
There have been sentiments, Mr. Chairman, expressed on this floor dur

ing the present session, by representatives from the State of Ohio, which 
furnish to any member from that State, who rises to repel them, an ample 
excuse for occupying the time of the Committee. There have been senti
ments attributed to the people of that State, by certain of her own represen
tatives in this hall, which her other representatives, who do not believe that 
:such sentiments are thus entertained, cannot, consistently with duty, suffer 
to pass unnoticed. And it is therefore, Mr. Chairman, that while 1 do not 
assume to speak for the State, I do, as Jne of her representatives, who has 
the right to speak for his immediate constituency at least, and as one of her 
.citizens who, as such, ·may properly express his belief in reference to the 
viyws of her entire people, beg leave to say that, in my judgment, she has 
been greatly misunderstood and most strangely misrepresented by the gen
tlemen to whom I refer. 

The first example to which I ask the attention of the committee is to be 
found in a speech delivered by the member from the Geauga district (Mr. 
GrnDINGs) on the 5th of January last, when the Oregon question was under 
.discussion. In that speech the member alluded to, after expressing his opin
ion that taking possession of the whole of Oregon by the United States would 
be followed by a war with England--after saying that "Under these circum
·' stances he (Mr. GIDDINGS) must choose between a war with England on 
"' the one hand, and a supine, inglorious submiO"sion to the slaveholding 
'power on the other;" that he had "seen enough of war to form an idea of 
'' the suffering it brings upon a nation;" that he had" witnessed itO" devastat
• ing effects upon public morals, and the consequent misery which it inflicts 
• upon those who are doomed to feel its curse;" that "yet, with all its horrors, 
"' revolting as they are to the feelings of humanity, he preferred meeting it 
" for a few years rath~r than see the people of the free States sit down in 
' quiet indifference under the control of the slaveholdi ng power;" that "in 
'case of war, they (the slaves of the southern Atlantic States) will be more 
'dangerous than four times their number of foreign enemies';" that ''we 
·' are all aware that in 1789 South Carolina sent a special delegation to the 
' Continental Congress, informing that body that it required all her troops 
"' to protect the people against their slaves, and that that chivalrous State 
' must depend upon her northern sisters to defend her against the common 
-'enemy;" that "these scenes will again be acted if we should enrrarre in 

. 'another u)ar;" that he (Mr. G.) was "fully aware tlrnt the south~n~ por-
' tion of the Union must suffer most in case of war"-afler premising all 
this, that member, i>peaking· of the southern delegation in Congress, uttered 
.the following language, which I will thank the Clerk to read. 
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(Mr. •r. here sent to the Clerk's desk a pamphlet copy of Mr. Giddings' 
speech, from which the Clerk read the following extract: 

"They now see difficulties. before them: dangers present themselves to ~he further purs_uit of 
their plan of territorial ao-grandizcment. They have suddenly called to mmcl the declaration of 
British statesmen that ,p" war wit/~ the United St1ttes wilt be a w<tr of emancipation." They see 
in prospect H1e bl~ck regiments of the British Wes~ India isl.ands lancling amon.g them, ancl their 
slaves flockmg to the enemy's standard. Servile rnsurrcct10ns torment their 1magrnatlons; ra
pine blood, and murder dance before t11eir a!frighted visions. They are now seen m every part 
of tl{e Hall, calling on ,..,,.hi<rs and Democrats to save them from the dreadful consequences of 
their own policy. Well, si~, I reply to them-This is yoiw policy, not ours: Y?u have forced 
us into it against our will and our utmost opposition : you have prepared the poisoned chahce, 
and we will press it to your lips until you swallow the very dre~s. 

"I would not be understoo<I as desirmo- a servile insurrection : but I say to southern gentlemen 
that there are hundreds of thousands of gonest and patriotic men who "will laugh at your calam
ity, mid 1vill mock wlum your fem· cometh." If blood and massacre should mark the struggle for 
liberty of those who for ages have been oppressed and degraded, my prayer to the God of Hea
ven shall be, that justice-stern 1myieldirig justice-may be awru·ded to both master and slave. I 
desire that every human being may enjoy the rights with which the God of nature has endowed 
him. If those rights can be regained by the down-trodden sons of Africa in our southern States 
by quiet and peaceful means, I hope they will pursue such peaceful measures. But if they can
not regain their God-given rights by peaceful measures, I n evertheless hope they will regain them; 
and if blood be shed, I slunild cei·tainly hape that it might be the blood of those who stand betwee~· thein 
andfreedom, and not the blood of those who have long been robbed of then· wives and children 
and all they hold dear in life. It is true, that when those scenes shall occur, northern freernen, 
our sons and· neighbors, must mru·ch to Texas, and bare their breasts to the shafts of battle, in 
a soul-degrndin~ defence of slavery. In such a cause who would not be a coward? Our fathers· 
fought for the rnalienable rights of man: our sons must face the cannon's mouth in defence of 
slavery. Should the black regiments of the West In die~ land upon our southern coast, our free
men of the North will be placed in a position the contemplat10n of which is most revolting .to 
the feelings of humanity. For the perrple of the free North to mai·ch to our southern States, and stantl 
between the em<mcipated slaves of the 1Fest Indies antl southern slaveholders, and defen4 them while theyt 
flog their bondmen into su.bmission, will be degradation without "parallel, except it be found in the qui
et submission of our people to the 11ol'itical control of those who buy and sell their fellow-men, and make 
1nerchandise of lwman flesh. 

"Should the scenes to v.•hich I have alluded take place, one great advantUI,!;e would 1·ernlt. Per-· 
haps no statesman doubts that a war with England must prove the death of slavery. The British. 
Gove1-nnte;it now lwve no sla1>es in their 1'Vest l1~dia islands, as in the last wai-, to restrain them fronr 
raising the flag of c.nancipation. The paralyzing effects which that institution exerts upon the 
physical energies of the nation would be exhibited to the world. Our people of the North 
would be constrained to look upon the evil as it really is. 

"The slave power would lose its charm-our citizens of the North would be aroused from the 
lethargy which, for halfa century, has held their sensibilities in a torpid inactivity toward the
oppre.sse~ of our land. '\Ve should then find meru1s to sever the cords which have so long, un-· 
constttnt10nally, bound us to the putrescent carcass of slavery. Great Britain would no~ 
be likely again to pay southern slaveholders twelve hundred thousand dollars for human cattle 
who shall have strayed from their owners, as was done at the close of the last war." > 

Now, (said Mr. TnuRl\IAN ,) with the individual opinions of the author of 
these se11timents I have nothing to do. He may entertain them, atrocious 
as they are. He may desire LO see all the horrors he depicts in preference 
to what he calls the indifference of the free Stales "to the control of the 
' ~laveholding power;" in ~ther wo~Js, in preference to the existing state of 
things. He may pray that. rn a servile war the blood of the white man and 
not of the negro, may be shed; that the relatives or descendants of Wash
ington and Sumpter and Marion, of Jefferson and Madison and Lee, of 
Monroe and of Jackson, may fall in the contest; fall by th~ hanc1. of the 
slave who came to them by inheritance, without their cfioice and without 
their fault. In such a consummation he may find cause for rejoicinCT. In 
the defence of his fellow citizens of the South he mav choose to" be 0a cow
ard." At their "calamity" be may "laugh," and «mock when their fear 
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' cometh." He may think it "degradation" to repel British troops if they 
lh: black, and land on a southern shore. He may refuse to defend the soil 
of his country or the lives of her citizens in war: All this he may do. These 
may be his sentiments; I will not deny that they are. Let him revel in 
them if he can. I shall not undertake t'.> disturb his enjoyment. I am 
~ontent to leave him to his fate. But, sir, if he mean to assert that these 
are the sentiments of the people of Ohio, or of any considerable portion of 
that people; if he mean to affirm that thousands, much less "hundreds of 
., thousands" of her citizens entertain such views, I here declare that the as
sertion is as unfounded a slander as ever fell from the lips of man. Nothing 
~ould be further from the ~ruth; nothing whatever. There is not a State 
in the Republic more sincerely attached to the Union than is Ohio ; not one 
fo which the obligations it imposes are held in greater respect; not one in 
which they are, and ever will be, rnore sacredly fnlfillecl. Of her people it 
will never be said, with truth , that they are indifferent to the calamities of 
.any port.ion of their fellow citizens. Nor will any quarter of the country 
ever call on her for aid in the hour of danger, and call in vain. 

Passing from this first example , Mr. Chairman, I proceed to the conside
rntion of some remarks made by another member from Ohio, my colleague 
from the Ravenna district , (Mr. TrLDEN .) The bill to raise two regiments 
~f iiflernen for the protection of our citizens migrating to Oregon , being 
under consideration on the 24th of March last, that gentleman mid, that 
" if he could convince himself that such was the object or design of the bill, 
" he should unJoubtedly feel bound to give it his sincere and hearty sup
' port. But he did not believe it; he did not believe it had any such ob
' ject; he did not believe that such had been its original design, much less 
·' that it was so at that time ;" that " he looked upon this as an effort on 
" the part of the Administration to raise these two regiments of riflemen (to 
" be officered according to the views of the gentleman from Arkansas, (Mr_ 
" YELL,) by western gentlemen, experienced in Indian warfare) to concil
·' iate the great Western Democracy for the disappointme11t they had under
" gone by the failure to carry out their views in relation to the Northwestern 
-' boundary;" that, as to the emigrants to Oregon, " there was no necessity to 
" justify this outlay of public money to give protection to these emigrants. 
" There was something behind the scenes that had not been disclosed. The 
" emigrants wanted no protection; they never had asked for it;'' that, so far 
'" as the Western frontier was concerned, he believed there was already a 
" sufficient force there;" that "he had no doubt that the President, and 
-', those who sympathized and were in the closest connection with him, were 
1 in earnest in raising these two regiments;" that one of the President's ob
~ects was "to azecrrnent tlte force now in Te.7:aS. 'Vas the House pre
" pared to carry o~t this Pl!rpose? For his (Mr. 'I'rLDEN's) own part, he 
" declared solemnly, that never, until the State of Ohio, by some act of 
' hers should revoke the resolutions of her legislature, pm•sed by the unani
' mous vote of the Whig and Democratic party, declaring that the annexa
' tion of Texas was a violation of the Constitution of the country, and that, 
' as such, she would never be bonnd by it, would It~ sanction or sustain 
'that purpose. Never until' Ohio should wipe out that record, would he 
'consent to this grand system of national marauding;" that" if he (Mr. 
" TILDEN) had understood correctly, it was intended to increase the army 
' (of observation, or of occupation) which was this day occupying a terri-
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' tory to which, according to the highest Democratic authority at th~ ~ther 
' end of the Capitol, we ha<l no more title tha~ we h~d to Grea~ Bntam
' a territory when» our citizens were now paymg duties on their goods to 
' the Mexican Government--a territory to which honorable gentlemen on 
' this floor had declared that we had no title. For himself, (Mr. TILDEN,) 
' he would see this Capitol razed to its foundation before he would vote for 
' such a proceeding; and, in saying this, he believed that lw spoke the ~en
' timents of the people of Ohio;" that "he was resolved to go agamst 
' this bill in every form in which it could be presented, unless the State of 
' Ohio shall revoirn the resolutions to which he had referred. Whenever 
' that State, by any act of hers, should convince him that she had repudi
' ated those resolutions, then, and not before, hrs would be prepared to gQ 
'for an army of occupation in Texas;" that "he knew that as long as 
' slavery existed in Texas, so long there would be cause of wa IW een 
'this country and the con1iguous territory;" that "whenever the people of 
'his State should give their sanction to this outrage, then, and not before, 
' he (Mr. 'I'rLDEN) would vote in favor of this and other kindred mea
' sures." 

Now, sir, (said Mr. THURMAN,) what is the sum and substance of these
rernarks of my colleague? \Vhy, sir, that while he was willing to vote for 
raising two regiments of troops to protect our emigrants to Oregon, although,. 
in his judgment, they needed no protection, he was unwilling to furnis~ a 
single man for the defence of Texas, however great the danger to which 
she was exposed ; that while he would raise troops to be placed on our 
Western frontier, where "he believed there was already a sufficient force," 
" he would see this Capitol razed to its foundation" before he would vote 
to increase our army on the Rio Grande; and that, ''in saying this, he be
lieved that he spoke the sentiments of the people of Ohio." 

Mr. Chairman, I deny that these arc the sentiments of the people of 
Ohio. I deny that they are the views of either of the two great parties in 
that State. I deny that the people of Ohio regard Texas as no part of this 
Republic. I deny that they consider her a foreign power, or that they are 
any more unwilling to provide for her defence than they are to defend any 
other State of the Union. That some portion of the abolitionists of Ohio 
entertain the sentiments expressed by my colleague, I have not the least 
doubt. 1'hat he has correctly represented their feelings, I grant to be true . 
But that he has represented the feelings of the people of that State, or of. 
either of h~r great parties, Democratic or Whig, I utterly deny. Why, sir,. 
when was It my colleague addressed to this House the remarks I have 
quoted? It was the 24th of March last, sir; almost nine months after the· 
people of Texas had accepted our terms of annexation, and nearly four 
mon~hs after she had, b~ an overw~elming vote of this very Congress, been 
admitted as one of the :States of this Union. Yes sir after this and when. 
her State legislature was sitting under her Stat~ cdnstitution~when her 
Senators in Congress were on their way to this our national seat of Govern
ment, to take their plu.ces ~n the other. end of this Capitol, my colleague 
has. the boldness to mamtam, that she 1s no .rart of the United States, and 
entitled to no support, defence, or protection from our arms. No vote of 
bis, he says, shall be given to defend her, until Ohio shall have revoked her 
~pti·arpiexution resolves. And does my colleague really believe, that the 
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people of our State are influenced at this day, under the now existing state 
of things, by the resolutions of their legislature passed years ago, when all 
parties in this country thought that Texas ought not then to be annexed
resolutions passed at a time when, owing to circumstances that no longer· 
exist, it was clearly ine:i:pedient to annex her? Or, does he suppose that 
the resolves of 1845-passed, not unanimously, but by a party vote-passed, 
not after, but before, annexation was assented to by even the Congress of 
the United States, does he suppose that those resolves, adopted under those 
circumstances, are so sacred in the eyes of the people of Ohio-are of such 
binding obligation on her representatives here, that now-now, when annex
ation is consummated-now, when Texas has been formally admitted into. 
the Union as a State-now, when her Senators are sitting and voting in the 
other end of the Capitol, we , of Ohio, ought to treat her as a foreign power
-ought to refuse to have any connexion with her, and leave her a prey to. 
an exasperated and vindictive foe? Does he really think that these are the 
sentiments of those we represent? Does he honestly believe that this is. 
what is expected of us on this floor? If he do,Mr. Chairman, there never 
was man more grossly de1;eived-never, sir , never. Sooner or later will he 
:find out, that when annexation was completed, opposition to it should have 
ceased; that T exas annexed, is quite a different thing from Texas a foreign 
State; that if the latter could claim only our good wishes and sympathy, 
the former is entitled, in the eloquent language of another, " to be defended 
' with all our hearts and by all our hands." 

Mr. Chairman, it was yesterday announced to this House, in the usual 
form, that the bjll that had passed both branches of Congress, recognising 
the existence of war between this country and Mexico, had been approved 
and signed by the President of the United States; and that, therefore, what~ 
ever doubts had theretofore been entertained on the subject, war did now 
exist, both in contemplation of law and in fact. In less than an hour after 
this announcement was made, a membel" from Ohio, representing the Mount 
Vernon district, (Mr. DELANo,) was addressing the House. The subject 
under consideration was a bill makino- appropriations for the support of the 
army. Now, Mr. Chairman, could the people of Ohio have been aware· 
of these facts, what do you suppose would have been their speculations as 
to the character of the speech to which their representative was giving utter
ance? I think, sir, I can answer this question. I think, sir, I may safely; 
imagine ninety-nine out of every hundred of that people saying to them
selves something like this: So, war is upon us. Its existence cannot be 
denied. It exists, beyond dispute, both in law and in fact. The blood 
of our citizens has been shed. Our soldiers have been killed or captured 
by Mexican troops . . Our army ie assailed by superior force. All that. 
men, brave and patriotic, can <lo, will be done by it. But it needs out 
aid-our instan.t and powerful aid. Volunteers must be raised to march 
to its assistance. Regular troops must also be enlisted. The energies 
of the nation must be put forth, that the war may be brief, decisive> 
and glorious; that the peace that follow it may be honorable, advantage
ous, and permanent. Different opinions may be entertained as to what 
has produced this war. In the judgments of some, our own Govern~ 
ment may be to blame. But this is not the time to be finding fault with 
it. It is not in a crisis like this that such a j udgmeut should be pro
nounced. It is not in the very beginning of a contest with an enemy 
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<that we should lessen our own moral force. It is no time now to tell the 
world that we are the aggressors. Success in war does not depend on arms 
alone in this aae of tbe world. We have other enemies, and powerful ene
mies too, beside the Mexicans-enemies who will gladly seize on every 
thing that seems to put us in the wrong. We m.ust no~ fur~ish t~em with 
arguments against us-arguments that would denve the1~· chief weight from 
beinrr first uttered by us. Above all, must we not dishearten our own 
people, and exalt the spirits of our foes. We must encourage, not dis
courage, enlistments. We must incre.ase, not. re~s, the ardor of our 
countrymen. Did we even know with certaint'f that our Government 
is to blame, this would yet be our duty. How much more strongly is 
it our duty when we cannot say that our Government is in the wrong? 
We have received numberless injuries from Mexico. For a long series 
of years has she plundered and imprisoned our citizens. Year after year 
has she refused to reimburse them what she admitted herself to owe. 
Again and again has she violated her treaty engagements with us. All 
intercourse between the two nations has been broken off by her. She 
has withdrawn her minister from our country, and expelled our ministers 
from hers. She has persisted in her claim to Texas after it had been 
nearly ten years independent of her power. She has thus persisted out 
-0f hostility to tts, for she offered to acknowledge the independence of 
that country if it would reject annexation to the United States. We have 
offered her peace, and, in return, she has threatened to invade our ter
ritory. We have abstained from declaring war against her, as we might 
justly have done, and the recompense for our forbearance has been the 
J11Urder of om people. The first blood that was shed was the blood of an 
American citizen. The hand that Ehed it was the hand of a Mexican sol
dier. ·with these facts before us, shall we prematurely pronot.mce judg
ment on ourselves? Can we truly say, in the face of these facls, that our 
Government has done wrong? How could it have acted otherwise than it 
has if it meant to perform its duty of upholding the rights and maintaining 
-the honor of the nation? Will there be found any among us seeking to 
make a little paltry, parly capital, by throwing tbe blame of the war upon 
·the President? Will the scenes of 1812, and '13, and '14, be revived, and 
-an attempt be again made to try, judge and condemn an administration 
-.in the midst of a war, on the charge that on it, and not on the enemy, rests 
>the responsibility of producing the war? We hope not. We believe not. 
We trust that the lessons of experience have not been taught in vain. We 
see that Con~ress has acted, so far, promptly; and we rejoice to see it. 
yY e hear that 1t has acted with almost unanimity; and we are gratified to hear 
tt. Some few, it appears, voted as if their country was in the wrong. We 
;are glad to learn their number was so small. We trust that no representative 
-Of ours was among them. Ohio was unanimous in the late war ; we 
'Would be grieved and ashamed were she divided in this. One of our re
ipresentatives is now on the floor addressing the House of which he is a 
t!llei;nber. 'rhe bill under discussion is to provide army supplies. The 
. subject debated relates, therefore, to the war. Doubtless the voice of our 
.r~presentative is heard on the sid~ of his country. Doubless he is exerting 
Jus talents and ~loquence (and he 1s eloquent and talented,) to give strength, 
l1ot only physical but moral, to his Government in the strife. Doubtless 

\ his arg.uments will convince many an one of the justice of our cause; his 
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cheering words, of patriotic encouragement, induce many an one to volun
teer in our defence. We are glad, heartily glad, that he is speaking for us 
and his country to-day. 

Such, Mr. .ch~irman, I believe would have been the language of the 
people of Oh10, m the case I have supposed. But, al[\!-1 1 sir, they would 
have beeR sadly , sadly mistaken. Could the voice of their representative 
have reached their homes-instead of hearing him vinJicate his country 
from the charge of being the ag·gressor in the conflict, they would have 
heard him loudly accuse its President of having wantonly and wickedly 
produced the war; instead of hearing him speak of it as a contest in de
fence of our rights, they would have heard him denounce it as a war of 
aggrandizement and plund~r on our part ; instead of hearing him treat it as 
"a struggle forced upon us against our will, they would have heard him de
clare it a war unconstitutionally made by our Chief Magistrate; instead of 
hearing him maintain that justice is upon the side of his own nation , they 
would have heard him affirm and repeat. that she is prosecuting an "un
righteous, unholy, and damnable war;" instead of bearing him utter words 
of encouragement to the volunteer, they would have heard him describe 
the scene of action as a vast charnel-house of death; instead of hearing him 
anticipate triumphant results, they would have heard him dwell on the 
cost of the war, the destruction of commerce, and the yet more deplorable 
destruction of life. True, they would have heard him loudly declare that 
he would support his country right or wrong; but coming as the declaration 
diJ, in the midst of assaults upon his own Government-arguments against 
his count1y's claims, and forebodings of the gloomiest, saddest kin<l, they 
would have stood amazed at such a support. 

Mr. Chairman, I did sincerely hope when I saw the declaration of the 
existence of war adopted by a vote of 174 to 14 in this House, and 40 to 2 
in the Senate, that we should be spared a recurrence of the di,-.graceful 
scenes of the late war. I did hope that the " peace ·party" men of that 
day would have no imitators now. These hopes I did most truly entertain. 
But, sir, unwilling as I am to believe it, reluctant as I am to admit the fact, 
passing events compel me to fear that my hopes were premature, were pro
bably vain. I fear that the same denunciations hurleJ against the war of 
1812, are to be reiterated against the present war-that the same vitupera
tion that then assailed Mr. Madison, is now to fall on Mr. Polk. Between 
the language of the " peace party" of that period, and that of the anti
war party of the present day, there is a wonderful similarity. It is hardly 
too much to say that they are almost identical. A recurrence to the old 
federal speeches and journals will shew the justice of this remark. Let us 
make a brief comparison. It shall be a brief one. What are the charges 
brought by my colleagtle against the present war, and the present Adminis
tration? Substantially, I understand them to be as follows : 

1. That the war is, on the part of our Government, a dishonest war. 
Now, what did the peace part.y of the late war say of it? An extract 

from the Boston" Gazette," of 1814, a leading federal paper published at 
Boston, Massachusetts, may serve to show. The extract is as follows: 

"It is very grateful to find that the universal sentiment is, That any man who LOANS MONEY t11 
fhe GOVERN)tENT AT THE PRESENT TIME, WILL FORFEIT ALL CLAIM TO COMMON HONESTY AND COM

" MON COURTESY, AMONG _,LL TRUE FRIENDS OF THE COUNTRY!~ GOD FORBID, THAT ANY 
FEDERALIST SHOULD HOLD UP HIS HEAD TO PA1' FEDERALISTS FOR MONEY Ll'!NT TO Tiii!. PllE

'S&NT RULERS; andftderali.sts can judge whether DEMOCRATS will tax their constituent.s to pay 
interest to federafots ! !''. 
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So the p'eace-party of the late war affirmed, it would seem, that a man 
who should then loan money to the Government would "j01jeit all claim 
to common honesty"-the war was so dishonest! 

My colleague would not go thus far I know. He is willing, as I under
stand him, to vote for supplies. He would loan his money, I dare say, to 
the Government. He is doubtless a friend to the union of the States. In 
these things, he differs from the federalist of old. But thenceforth there is 
a striking analogy between them. The charges they make have a mar
vellous re~emblance. The epithets they use are almost always the same. 
The tendencies of their acts differ only in degree. Both tend to weaken 
their Govern,ment-both tend to destroy its moral force-both tend to subject 
it to disgrace-both tend to put their country in the wrong-both tend to bring 
upon it the condemnation of the world-both tend to paralyze its elforts
both tend to inspire the foe. 

2. The second charge of my <:olleague is, that the war is a "Presiden
tial war"-made by the President without warrant of law-unnecessarily 
and unconstitutionally made. It is Mr. Polk , he thinks, who begun the 
war. It is through his misdeeds it occurred at all. He is the man who 
brought it about. Our "preamble" tells an abominable lie. It says that 
Mexico began the war. Mexico did not begin it. So my colleague thinks 
and declares. 

It would be very easy, Mr. Chairman, to show how greatly my colleague 
errs. But the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DouGLAss) has already done 
that. It would be useless in me to repeat his remarks. I therefore content 
myself with showing some precedents for this charge. Among many to be 
seen, the following may do. First, a resolution of a Federal convention~ 
jn Massachusetts, passed the 14th of July, 1812, in the following words: 

"!lesolved, That our rulers [James Madison, &c] have prostrated our national charactei:, 
sacrificed our vital interests, and finally involved us, unprepared, in the calamities of war." 

Next, an address of another Federal convention, held at Boston, Massa
chusetts, August 6th, 1812, from which I read as follows: 

"In an evil hour, Mr. Jefferson gained the Presidential chair. Our country, then prosperous, 
has been grievousiy oppressed by ruinous commercial restrictions, which, for many years, have 
b en wantonly imposed by the Government of the United States; cmd its measure of iniquity is 
~otv filled up by a declaration of war tigairut Great Britain-a war impolitic, unnecessary, and un
JttSt. 

"In this awful s.tate of things, it is the urgent duty of the freemen of Massachusetts to con-· 
suit l?gether. This duty has become the more imperious by the condition of the Government 
of ~h~s qommonwealth, of which one branch (the Senate) is in the handa of usurpers devoted to 
tke tniquifous system of the National Government. 

"0111"~01nm°".i interests, li?e?_'ties, and sajcty are now (1812) mare inj111·ed, o-pposed, and endangered 
"by tlui doirigs oj ou1· own ~lttwnal Governnuint,.than tliey were when, in 1775, we took up arms It> 
protect and defend them agairut the measures of tlui British Government." 

Now hear the Rector of Trinity Church, Boston, in a discourse deliverecl 
July 23, 1812: 

"As Mr. Madison has declared war, let Mr. Madison carry it on." 

Next, take a look at the "United States Gazette " of Philadelphia a. 
leading paper., then and now, of the peace-party men.' I read from a nu:n
ber issued during the l~te war: 

"The war is purely democratic. It was undertaken for democratic and not for national pur 
poses. Let D-OCRATS, therefare, term~nale it in the best manner they can. WE HAVE NO PAnr 
NERSHIP IN THE >tAT!E~. We say agam, let the Democrats end their ridiculous war in the best 
way they can; and if, m so domg, they sv.rnmder any of our essentia,1 rio-hts the nation will 
em.Ploy competent men for the recovery of them." "' ' • 
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Lastly, listen to the "Worcester (Massachusetts) Spy," of 1814, then 
edited, as it is said, (how truly I know not,) by "Honest John Davis,'" 
(as his friends call him,) now a Senator from that State, and one of tha 
two Senators who voted against the present war. In an "extra" of the 
"Boston Morning Post," of August, 1840, I find the following caption 
and extracts : . 

[" Extractsfrrm1 the Spy, edited by John Davis, inl814."] 
"W c have uniformly entered our solemn protest against this desolating war, which origi-

11ated in the wicked, malignant passions of a CO'l-rupt and imbecile Government." 
"No republican people were ever so harassed, perplexed, and disgraced by a captious and 

corrupt set of rulers, as the people of this country." 
" Such a Government is worse than none." 
" The evils the Federalists have long predicted are thickening upon us, and in our af6iction 

let us always remember, it is James .Madison and his party that have brought these calamities on us." 
" This obstinate, infatuated man plunges us into 11 wanton, wicked war-a C?'inging coward." 
"Our cowardly Captain-General galloped his poor beast thirty miles from the battle-ground.» 

You see, Mr. Chairman, that the Federal Convention of 1812, to which 
I first referred, said: " That our rulers have involved us unprepared in the 
calamities of war." My colleague says, that the President has plunged us 
into the existing contest. The Boston Convention of 1812 said, that the 
war of that day was "impolitic, unnecessary, and unjust." My colleague 
says, that the present war is unrighteous, unjust, and unconstitutionaL 
The Rector of '.rrinity Church said, that Mr. Madison had declared the 
war. My colleague says, that Mr. Polk has made the war. The "United 
States Gazette" said, that the war of 1812 was the "Democrats'" war .. 
My colleague thinks the present. a democratic President's war. The 
" Worcester Spy" said, that the late war " originated in the wicked, ma
lignant passions of a corrupt and imbecile Government;" that " it is James 
Madison and his party that have brought these calamities on us." My 
colleague says, that the present war originated in the unconstitutional mea
sures of our Executive Chief ·Magistrate; that it is the administration of 
Mr. Polk that has brought our calamities on us. 

So much as to who made the war. Let us pass to another point. 
3. My colleague deems the present a disgraceful, dishonorable war; S() 

I understood him to consider it. vVell, sir, has he no precedent for this?' 
Let us see: The federal "U. S. Gazette," from which I have already read,. 
speaking of the last war, and during the war, expressed itself as follows: 

"The war has hitherto been the war ofa party. Let u so CD'lllinuc, and so be terminated! The
Jisgrace will then continue to be the disgrace of the party, and not of the nation-A CONSUMMA
TION DEVOUTLY TO BE ·w1snED. Let those who have lutherto abstained from the war continue 
to abstain-and thereby preserve the honor, and so far as they still remain, the resources of the 
COUNTRY FOR THE EVENTS WHICH ARE TO FOLLOW!!" 

It is obvious that this federal peace party editor of 1812 regarded the war 
of that day as a disgraceful, dishonorable war. It is equally obvious, from 
my colleague's remarks, that he so regards the struggle in which we are now 
engaged. 

4. Still rising in his denunciations, my colleague next pronounces the war 
an infamous war. 

Well, Mr. Chairman, this looks very much like capping the climax, but 
you will see that that is not done yet. Hard and expressive as this word 
"infamous" is, it is not the strongest or severest word in my colleague's vo
cabulary. More terrible words are yet to come. But for the present we. 

• 
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have to deal with the "infamous." Was the word ever used before under 
similar circumstances? Hear the following from the "Boston Gazette" of 
HH4: 
· "By t~e magnanimous course pointed out by Gov. Strong,_t~at is, by .w~t~hol_ding all v.olun
tary aid m prosecuting the war, and manfully exprcssmg our opm10ns as to its mpr.sltce and rumous 
tendency, we have arrested its progress, and 0d1·iven back its aitlhors to abandon their i11famous schemes, 
and to look anxiously for peace. What then if we now lend them money I They will not make 
peace-they will still hanker for Canada; they will assemble forces, and shed blood on our fron
tier. .Mere pride, if nothing else, will do it. But some say, will you let the country become 
bankrupt?-No, the country will never become bankrupt. But pray do not p1·event the abttsers of 
their ti•ust from becoming bunhupt ! ! Do not prevent them ji·oin bccoini71g odious to the public AND 
REPLACED BY BETTER MEN. Jlnyfecleralist wlw loans money to the Government must g<> 
and shake hands with JAMES MADISON and claim fellowship with FELIX GRUNDY!!! 
Let him no more call himself afederalist and friend to his country!!! HE WILL BE CALLED Bl'. 
<OTHERS INF AMOUS!!" 

5. 'I'he next charge of my colleague is, that we are engaged in a war of 
aggression and plunder, one object of which is the conquest of California. 
We are making war for purposes of territorial aggrandizement he thinks. 
And, pray, what did the peace party men of the late war say as to its ob
ject? You have heard, sir, just now, in the extract last read. "What then 
' if we now lend them money? They will not make peace-they will still 
'hanker for Canada." So spake tpe Boston Gazette, referring to Mr. 
Madison's administration. But here .is higher authority still; far higher, 
sir; it is no less than the Senate of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
declaring that "the war was founded in falsehood , declared without neces
' sity, and its real object was e.r:tent of territory by unjust conquests, and 
" to aid the late tyrant of Europe in his view of aggrandizement." 

The real object of the late war, according to the federal Senate of Mas
.saclntsetts, was "extent of territory by unjust conquests.'' And this, I un
derstand my colleague to think, is precisely the object of the present war. 

6. Reaching the highest ]J0int of denunciation at last, my colleague, cap
ping his climax, declares that the war is an ''unholy, unrighteous, and dam
nable war." Not only is it disliunest, presidential, unconstitutional, dis
graceful, dishonorable, infamous, aggressive, intended for conquest , but 
worse t ban all, if worse can be, it is "unholy, unrighteous, and damnable." 
And not content with denouncing the war itself, my colleague warns its au
thors, (who, acc01ding to his views, are the administrators of his own Gov
ernment,) that they have a terrible responsibility to bear, a fearful account
ability to meet. 

Well, Mr. Chairman, this is hard t.o equal, much less to exceed. It is 
not every day such a cannonading is heard. But there are precedents for it, 
sir, nevertheless. Listen to another extract from the "Boston Gazette" of 
1814: 

"Let no man who wishes to continue the war by active means by vote 01· lendi.1"" money dare 
to prostrate himself at the altar rm the fast day, for they are actually as much partak.;'rs in th~ war 
as the soldier who thrusts the bayonet; and the JUDGMENT OF GOD WILL A 'VAIT 
HIM!!" 

Again: 
"Will FEDERALISTS st~bscribe to the loan? Will THEY lend money to our national rulers? 

To :what purpose have federalists exerted thems~lyes to show the wickedness, to rome the public 
sent11nent AGAINST IT, a;id to show the al;lthors ot 1t, not only to be unworthy of public c01tjidence, 
hut HIGHLY CRIMINAL, if they now contribute the sums, without which their rulers must be com
'Pelled to stop-•must. be compelled to 1·ettt~"'n to the policy and measures under which this country waa 
once at peace and..m singular prospenty." 
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Next, sir, let me introduce to you the "Boston Centinel," (another fed
eral paper,) of Jan_uary 13, 1813, holding forth as follows, in order to pre
vent loans from bemg made to the Government with which to carry on the 
war: 

" My brother farm~rs, if you have money to let, let it lie. If the war continue you will pur
~hase_Yonr stock, at fo~1r years old, cheaper than you can raise it. So 11njust is this offellSive war, 
1:i 1chich our rulers hare Jllttnged us, in the sober consideration of milliollS, that they cannot collScicn
twusly approach lite God of armies fin· his blessing upon it." 

Now listen to "Honest John Davis's" paper the 1:Worcester Spy '' in 
1814: ' ' 

" We hope and believe the people will soon be convinced that Mr. Madison is totally incom
petent to hold the reins of Government. 

"If the people have not become stocks and stones, so as to bear anything, they must fee! 
ashamed of then· President, mul their indignation will neve1· subside till he is impeached, a?td the
Government committed to otlw_r hands . 

. "_This _wanton waste of property, this perverse neglect of duty, is sufficient to brand any ad
mm1strat1on with eternal infamy." 

You are now no doubt prepared, Mr. Chairman, to hear the "Merrimack 
Intelligencer," in the following strain: 

" If James Madison is to command the forces that are to subjugate the Eastern States, we 
w~mld suggest to !us Excellency a most salutary caution-it is, that he should provide himself 
~with a horse swifter by far than that which carried him so gallantly from the invaders of Wash
mgton. He must be able to esr-ape at a greater rate than forty miles a day, or the swift venge
ance of .N'ew England will overtake the WRETCHED MISCREANT in his flight." 

A federal pamphlet of the late wa,, one of a series entitled "Road ta 
Ruin," is the next thing from which I will read. The following brief ex
tract will sufiice: 

."Administration hirelings may revile the Northern States, and the merchants generally, for 
!his monstrous dcpravation of morals, this execrable course of smuggling and fraud. But there 
is a just God who knows how to trace the causes of human events, and he tcill 11smredly visit 
v.pon the ltt!thors of this war all the iniquities of tchich it has been the occasion. If the guilty desorve 
cur scorn or our pity, the tempters and sedm:ers deserve our execration. 

But here, Mr. Chairman, is something having an air of authority. I 
hold in my band the notorious resolve of the Massachusetts House of Repre
sentatives, adopted during the late war. A resolution was introduced into 
that House for a vote of thanks to Captain James Lawrence, who, in the 
United States vessel "Hornet," had captured the British brig "Peacock," 
the same James Lawrence who so heroically died in the ill-fated Chesa
peake, saying, with his last breath, "Never give up the ship." What did 
the House do '! Pass the resoltition and record the vote of thanks? No ,. 
sir, no. But, on the contrary, it adopted the following never-to be-forgot
ten and ever-to-be-infamous resolve: 

January 15, 1813. "Resolved, Th11t in a war like the present, waged without justifiable cause, it 
is not becomi11g a moral and nligious people to express miy approbation of military or naval exploits 
which are not immediately connected tcith the defence of om· sea-coast and soil." 

Mr. Chairman, comment is unnecessary on such a resolution as this. It 
speaks for itself louder than any man can speak of it. It excites feelings 
of indignation to which no tongue can give utterance. Let us pass it by 
without further remark. Besides, time admonishes me to proceed with my 
proofs. Without further preface, then, I read from a discourse delivered 
July 23, 1812, (thirty-five days after the declaration of war,) by the Rev~ 
l\'Ir. Gardiner, rector of Trinity Church, Boston. I ask attention to the 
following passages: 



"It is a war unexampled in the history of the world; tDllntonly proclaimed on the most frivo
lov.s cmd ~·otnulless pretences, against a nation from whose friendship we might derive the most 
-signal aelvantages, and from whose hostility we have reason to dread the most tremendous 
losses. 

" Every provocation has been offered to Guat B1itain on our part, and our resentment has risen in 
proportion as she has sho1on a conciliating ~irit. 

"ut no considerations tohatever, my brethren, deter you, at all times, and in all places, from execrat-
ing the p1·esent war. It is a war tmjust, foolish, a1ul niinous. It is unjust because Great Britain 
has offered us every concession short of what she conceives would be her ruin. , 

"Jls Mr . .lllaclison has declared war, let JI.fr. Madis1m carry it on. 
" The Union has been l011g since virtually dissolved; and it is 'full time that this part of the disunitet! 

States should I ake cai·e of itself." 

So much for the Rev. Mr. Gardiner. Now hear the Rev. Doctor Os
good, pastor of the church at Medford. I read frnm a discourse delivered 
by him June 27, 1812, just nine days after the declaration of war. In that 
discourse he said: 

"If, at the command of weak or wicked rulers, they undertake an unjust war, each man who 
volunteers his services in such a cause, or loans his money fo1· its SUJlport, 01· by his conversation, his 
writings, or any other mode of injluence, encoumges its 1n·osecution, that man is an accomplice in the 
wickedness, LOADS ms CONSCIENtE WITH THE BLACKEST CRIMES, BRINGS THE GUILT OF BLOOD 

"UPON HIS SOUL, AND JN THE SIGHT OF GOD AND HIS LAW IS A MURDERER. 
" Were not the authors of this war in character nearly akin to the deists and atheists of 

France; were they not men of hardened hearts, seared consciences, reprob~te minds, and deS]lerate 
wickedness, it seems utterly inconceivable that they should have made the declaration." 

" One hope only remams, that this last stroke of perfidy may open the eyes of a besotted 
people; that they may awake, like a giant from his slumbers, and wreak their vengeance on their 
belmyers, by d1-iving thernfrom their stations, and placing at the helm more skilful and faithful hands." 

"If; ctt the present moment, no sym7Jtoms of civil war appear, they certainly will soon, unless the 
courage of the war pai·ty should fail them." 

" .fl civil war becomes as cettain as the events that hap]Jen according to the bwwn laws and esta
blished course of nature." 

Such, Mr. Chairman, were the opinions, and such the language of the 
Rev. Doctor Osgood, publicly delivered, when his country was at war, in 
reference to the supporters of the war-in reference to the administration of 
Madison, the Democratic party, and all others who stood by the flag of the 
republic. But even he was exceeded by another peace-party rnan, the 
Rev. Doctor Parish. l\'.Iy colleague has menaced those whom he calls the 
authors of the present war with the condemnation of the people. The Rev. 
Doctor Parish assumed to threaten the supporters of the late war with a far 
more terrible judgment. Hear him on the 8th of April, 1813: 

"Let every man who sanctions this war by his suffrage or influence, remember that he is 
laboring to cover himself and his country with blood. The blood of the slctin will cry from the 
grouncl against him." · 

" How ".'ill tJrn supporters of this miti-christian wmfare endure their sentence-enr!ure their 
own reflect10ns-endure the fire tlwt JO?·ever burns- the worm which nere1· dies-the hosannas of 
Heaven--WlllLE TUE SMOKE o~· THEIR TORMENTS ASCENDS FOREVER AND EVER." 

Mr. Chairman, much more of these discourses is in the same strain, but 
we have had enough of them. It is no pleasant thing to know that such. 
sentiments ever fell from American lips. It is no welcome thing to learn 
that the pulpit was the place of their utteranc'l. But while we say this, let 
us not forget to do justice to the church. These were not her sentiments. 
Such were not the general teachings of. her ministry. Out of the imme
diate influence of the" peace-party" men, the voice of the preacher had a 
far different tone. It roused his countryman to the defence of his home; 
il nerved his arm in the battle-shock ; it soothed his last moments on the 
:field of death. 

And here, l\'Ir. Chairman, let us do another act of justice. I have shewn 
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what were the feelings of the ((peace-party" men in the late war. But do 
not mistake their sentiments for the sentiments of the people at large. In 
no State of the Union did a majority ef the people entertain such views. 
The Democratic party every where was unanimous in support of the war. 
The Federal party was divided-on~ portion of it standing by their country 
and giving her their utmost aid; the other portion, the "peace-party men," 
arrayed agains~ her; many of them with traitorous hearts, feeling as traitors 
only feel, acting as traitors alone could act. Every one has heard of the 
Hartford Convention of that period. Whether that convention originated 
in a wish to dissolve the Union is a question I leave for older men than 
myself to decide. Those who lived at that day can better determine it. 
But, be that as it may, one thing is certain, and that is, that there was then, 
in the ranks of the "peace-party Federalists" of the eastern States, a body of 
men, powerful by their wealth, their learning, and their talents, who were 
the advocates of such a dissolution. And there is another thing equally 
certain, which is, that the conduct of these men during the entire war, mer
its no milder appellation than that of" treasonable." 

Mr. Chairman, my colleague was not content with applying all kinds of 
hard names to the existing war. He went farther, and, regardless apparent
ly of the evil tendency of such a course, he dwelt upon the cost of the war, 
its ruinous elTects upon commerce, and its terrible destruction of human, 
life. It would be easy, Mr. Chairman, to show very ample precedents for 
all this. It would be easy to exhibi(similar pictlf·es drawn by the peace
party men during the late war. But I will not take up the time of the 
committee to do so. Another of my colleagues, my friend from the Cincin
nati district, (Mr. PARAN ,) has already brought to the recollection of the House 
the doings of that party. rrhe extracts from their speeches' pamphlets' 
discourses, and newspapers, read by him in the debate on the Oregon bill, 
many of which I have now again read, are sufficient to show that the lan
guage of the peace-party men of this <lay is wonderfully like that of their 
inglorious predecessors. I do not say that there is any imitation in the case. 
I do not know, for instance, that my colleague from Mt. Vernon ever saw a 
single one of these extracts. I do not charge him with having drawn his fierce 
weapons of denunciation again~t Mr. Polk and the present war from the 
vast storehouse of Pederal abuse heaped upon Mr. Madison and the war of 
1812; but it must be apparent to all that he might have done so. The 
weapons were there; there were they to be found; or, at least, weapons of 
identically the same sort. When my colleague shall send his speech to 
Ohio, there. will be plenty of old and middle aged men to say to him: 
"Ah, my good sir, we liave heard all that before. Thirty-olld years ago 
we heard it. The only difference is, that you use the words 'Mexico' and 
'Mexicans,' instead of 'Britain' and 'British;' and in place of 'Madi
son' you say 'Polk.'" 

Mr. Chairman, in no State of the Union were the people more united 
during the late war than in the State of Ohio. By the citizens of no State 
were the "peace-party men" of that day more severely condemned. No
where did the conduct of the "anti-war Federalists," of Massachusetts es
pecially, excite a livelier or more profound indignation. You may judge 
from this, what will be the surprise of the people of Ohio when they learn, 
that of the fourteen votes given in this Hall against the bill declaring the ex
istence of the present war, their State and Massachusetts furnished an equal 
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number-that five of the fourteen were given by representatives from Mas
sachusetts, and five by members from Ohio; while from no other State could 
more than a single opposition vote be obtained. Yes, sir, from no other 
State could a second man be found to record his vote against the bill. Mas
sachusetts and Ohio gave ten of the votes-the remaining four votes were 
divided among four States. And if thi!:l strange vote shall astonish the peo
ple of Ohio, how much will their surprise be increased when they learn the 
character of the speech delivered here yesterday by one of their repreeenta
tives-deliveied after war was declared? Mr. Chairman, my colleague has 
seen fit to warn others-men who are his countrymen, but whom he never
theless denounces as the authors of a war that he terms "unholy, unrighte
ous, and damnable"-that a terrible condemnation a.vaits them. Yes, sir, 
he who has made a studied and elaborate argument to disprove the title of 
his country to a territory she claims-he who has held his own Government 
up to the world as the aggressor in a war-he who openly accuses it of be
ing actuated by a desire for aggrandizement and plunder-be who denies 
that Mexico began the war-he who styles the assertion that she did, in the 
preamble to our act, an abominable lie-he who charges the Chief Magis
trate of his own nation with waging unconstitutional war, and the Congress, 
of which he is himself a member, wilh making a declaration abominably 
false-lie who loudly proclaims that we are prosecuting a war that is "un
holy; unrighteous; and damnable"-he who dwells upon its cost, and di
lates on its horrors-in sbort, he whose almost eYery word is calculated to 
condemn bis own countPy, to dishonor and disgrace her in the eyes of man
kind; to lessim her moral, ifnot her physical, force; to depress the spirit and 
energies of her people, and to inspire her enemies with courage and hope~ 
he who, in a lean minorilv of fourteen out of 188 voles in this House, of 
16 out of 230 votes in boih branches of Congress, talks in this strain and 
acts in this manner; he who does all this after war has been declared, and 
while it is raging on the frontier; he it is-yes, sir, he-who threatens others 
with the .iudgment and condemnation of the people! 

Mr. Chairman, many a time and oft has the threatened punishment fal
len on him who uttered the threat, instead of harming the object of his 
wrath. Let my colleague take warning by what history teaches, and 
beware. 
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